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new ideas from its own compounded elements and had
hardly any foreign words --has become the most
“mixed” of languages, having received throughout its
history all kinds of foreign elements with ease and as-
similated them all to its own character, Though its copi-
ousness * of vocabulary is outstanding, it is its amazing
variety and heterogeneousness which is even more strik-

ing: and this general receptiveness of new elements has

contributed to making it a sunitable and attractive vehicle
in so many parts of the world. .

[3] A second outstanding characteristic of English is
its simplicity of inflection — the ease with which it indi-
cates the relationship of words in a sentence with only
the minimum of change in their shapes or variation of
endings. There are languages, such as Chinese, that have
surpassed English in the reduction of the language in

the matter of inflections to what looks like just a series of

fixed monosyllabic roots: but among European languages,
taken as a whole, English has gone as far as any in re-
ducing the inflections it once had to a minimum. A nat-
ural consequence of this simplifying of inflection by
reduction, however, is that since the relationship of
words to each other is no longer made clear by their
endings, this must be done in other ways.

[4] A third guality of English, therefore, is its rela-

tively fixed word order. An inflected language like Latin
or Russian can afford to be fairly free in the arrangement
of its words, since the inflections show clearly the proper
relationship in the sentence, and ambiguity is unlikely.
But in a language which does not change the forms of
its words according to their relationship in the sentence-
significance, the order of the words is likely to be rela-
tively fixed; and a fixed word order in relation to mean-
ing in the sentence takes the place of the freedom made
possible by the system of inflections.

I5] Another consequence, fourthly, of the loss or re-
duction to the minimum of the inflections which English
once had, is the growth of the use of periphrases or
roundabout ways of saying things, and of the use of
prepositions to take the place of the lost inflections. The

English simplified verb uses periphrases and compound
* copiousness: abundance,
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tenses made with auxiliary verbs to replace the more
elaborate system of tenses that once existed (though
tenses had already become fairly simple before the An- ¢
glo-Saxons came to England), Similarly, English, which
once had nearly as many case endings as Latin, has
come to use prepositions instead of these, as can easily
be seen if one translates any piece of Latin into English.

6] A fifth quality of English — though this, like the
loss of inflections and its consequences, is shared with
some other languages — is the development of new va-
rieties of intonation to express shades of meaning which
were formerly indicated by varying the shapes of words.
This is perhaps somewhat comparable (though only in 7¢
a small way} to the vast use of intonation in Chinese as
a method of expressing meaning in sentences which
would otherwise seem like series of unvarying mono-
syllabic roots. Consider, for instance, the wonderful
variety of shades of meaning we may put into the use of 75
the word do, merely by varying the intonation — that is,
the pitch and intensity, the tone of the voice,

[7] Not all the above qualities are in themselves nec-
essarily good, nor have they all contributed to the gen-

_eral success of English. But it seems probable that of 8
them all it is the adaptable receptiveness and the sim-
plicity of inflection that have done most in this regard.
On the other hand, the very copiousness and heteroge-
neousness of English leads to vagueness or lack of clarity.

Its resources are too vast for all but the well educated to ¥
use to full advantage; and such phenomena as “pidgin
English,” “journalese,” jargon, woolliness of expression
and slatternly speech and writing, are everywhere likely

to be met with. It may fairly be said that English is
among the easiest languages to speak badly, but the %
most difficult to use well.

The Writer's Craft -

1. An intreductory paragraph should arouse the reader’s interest

“and state the topic of the composition. Does Wrenn’s opening para-

graph accomplish both of these objectives? The topic of the selection is
presented in the form of a question. Do you find this technique effec-
tive? Why?

Organizing an Analysis 143



2. The first characteristic discussed by Wrenn is the heterogeneous-
ness of the language. He siresses the importance of this characteristic.
The second characteristic mentioned is the simplicity of inflection in
the English language. Are the third, fourth, and fifth characteristics re-
lated to this simplicity of inflection? Would you understand the third,
fourth, and fifth characteristics as well if you did not know what was
meant by “simplicity of inflection”?

3. There are good reasons for the order in which Wrenn treats the
first two characteristics. Are there equally good reasons for the order of
the last three? Would it really matter if the sixth paragraph had been
placed fourth, or if the fifth paragraph had been piaced sixth? In other

words, is Wrenn’s order for paragraphs 4, 5, and 6 an arbitrary one?

When is an arbitrary arrangement of paragraphs justified?

4. Whatever method of organization a writer uses, he should make
his organizational plan clear to the reader. Is Wrenn’s organizational
plan made clear? How?

5. In each of Wrenn’s five developmental paragraphs, the topic
sentence appears in the same position. What is this position? Why is
this position for the topic semtence especially useful in an essay of
analysis?

8. One of the functions of a concluding paragraph is to summarize.
Does Wrenn's Jast paragraph summarize the content of the essay?
What else does it doP

WORD CHOICE: EXFRESSING PRECISE MEANINGS

The nature of Wrenn’s subject makes it necessary for him to include
some words that he knows may be unfamiliar to his readers: hetero-
geneousness (line 10), inflection (line 28}, periphrases (line 54), and
intonation (line 76). He does, however, try to make the meanings
of these words clear to the reader by giving a brief definition in context.
This is a technique you may find useful when you write about sub-
jects that have special vocabularies.

Now You Try 1t

Select a topic which can be carefully and logically analyzed. Write
an essay of analysis that begins with an introdunctory paragraph, con-
tains three or more developmental parapraphs, and ends with a sum-
mary paragraph. The fellowing questions may suggest a topic for you
to use:

144  Exposition

a.
b.
. What are the essential characteristics of slang?
. What features characterize all popular dances?
. What are the reasons for the popularity of folk songs?

H-E‘QQ ey (2T

‘What is an atom? :
What are the three branches of our national government?

What is a “good” college?
What are the essential parts of a short story?

Organizing an Analysis

. What are the characteristics of a successful student leader?
. What makes a student newspaper outstanding?

. 145
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