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· General description of the project or particular curriculum foci:
· Introduction to poetry forms, rhyming, Harlem Renaissance era poets/writers (Huges / Mckay / Brown / Hurston), literary terms. Writing and reading using the forms other than rhyming couplets especially using Jazz and Blues as a basis

· Key Problems and concepts to be understood:

· Distinguishing between rhyming, and rhyme, between Haiku’s and Jazz or Blues forms 

· Questions to be answered:

· What is Jazz? What is The Blues?  What are the forms in poetry?
· Key People / Places: 
· Langston Hughes / Sterling Brown / Niki Giovanni / Zora Neale Hurston
· Southern and northern cultural influences for Afrikan writers during the early 20th 

· Processes: 
· Using one-word repetition and free writing to prime the pump

· Reading orally with rhythm and passion

· Writing in other than rhyming couplet forms using literary techniques
· Tapping into your emotions re: (issues dealing with Afrikan people) as a source of inspiration

	 

	Criteria
	Points


	

	4
3
2
1
 

Assignment Completeness
All home-work / project work completed
Most of home-work / project work attempted.
At least ½ and 3/4 of the home-work / project work attempted. 

Less than 1/2 of all home-work / project work attempted.
_3__
Accuracy
All home-work / project work are correct.
Most home-work / project work correct.
Between 1/2 and 3/4 of home-work / project work are correct.
Less than 1/2 of home-work / project work are correct.
_4__
Demonstrated Knowledge
Shows complete understanding of the questions, ideas, and processes.
Shows substantial understanding of the problem, ideas, and processes.
Response shows some understanding of the problem.
Response shows a complete lack of understanding for the problem.
_4___
Requirements
Goes beyond the requirements of the problem questions, ideas, and processes.
Puts themselves and our culture  and their creativity to help understand or express the ideas, problems, etc.
Meets the requirements of the problem questions, ideas, and processes.
Does not meet the requirements of the problem questions, ideas, and processes.
4
_4___
Documentation

  All student work has clear documentation of source material

  Most student work has clear documentation of source material
  ½-3/4 of student  work has clear documentation of source material

  Less than ½ of the student work has clear documentation of source material
_NA___
Organization & Legibility 

(where applicable)
All student work or research presented in an easy to follow and logical format.

---------

Legible handwriting typing, organization, or printing.
Most student work or research presented in an easy to follow and logical format.

----------------Marginally legible handwriting, typing, organization, or printing.
½-3/4 of student work or research presented in an easy to follow and logical format.

--------------Writing / Typing is marginally legible in places. Lack of organization distracts significantly
Less than ½  of student work or research presented in an easy to follow and logical format.

---------------Handwriting typing, organization, or printing. not legible.
_4___
 

 

 

 

Total---->
____



 

Teacher Comments:

Ife, 

In this part of the language arts curriculum, you have excelled. As they say when the food is exceptional – “you put your foot in it.”

Most of this work was original creation and light research, so documentation and weren’t key issues. The exception is your accurately identifying, using, and naming the literary terms and forms. Remember onomatopoeia?  Here and here.  Please review these and use Kimbuka to lock them in. 
From time to time review and enjoy the sounds of Sterling Brown. We only got to focus on some of his poetry. You might use one other of these poems for inspiration. We really didn’t do Langston Hughes Justice, so we’ll double back and pick him up a little later. Here’s a short piece that we’ll read in a minute.
Oh, yes, when you finish The Healers, you’ll need to jump on Hurston’s Dust Tracks
 Please go back to our Wiki space and create a portfolio of your work prose and poetry during this class phase.
Regarding typing: Your presentation was great- oral and written.  I also want you to work daily (20 minutes) in the typing tutor program and post you scores on your LA page
 Parent:
Please give Ife props for this work. Study it since a lot was original creation. Please discuss some of it with her.



