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whose deeply perceptive and imaginative renderings
of the whole range of the falk Becltage have places
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The spell of Africa is upon me. The ancient witchery

" of her medicine s burning my drowsy, dreamy blood.: This,

12 not a country, It is a world - a universe of itself and
for ltself, a thing Different, Jmmense, Menacing, Alluring.
It is a great black bosom where the Spirit fongs ‘to die.

It is }ife so burning, so fire encircled that oma bursts
with terrible sou] inflaming iife. One langs to leap agaimst
the sun and then calls, Jike some great hand of fate, the
slow, silent, crushing power of almighty siesp - of Silence,
of immovable Power beyond, within, arcund. Then comes the
calm. The dreamless beat of midday stillmess at dusk, at
down, at noon, always, . . . Life slows down and as It
‘slows Tt deepens; ft rises and dzscends to Immense and
secret places, Unknown evil appears and unknown good.
Afrles s the Spiritual Frontier of human kind. . .

]

- 4.E.B. DuBals
1924



FOREWGRD

The Spell of Africa is primarily an exploration of theeretisal ~
éeiemp;s on the part of Afro-A_mericané to Tay the groundwark for wtm%ag-
hegemony over t_h.e!r lives in America, no:‘cn foreign shores. While spme
attention Is de;mt;d to e;z;igration movements, those mqvements are cca-né
sidered on!y‘ insafar as they wers tntegrél to the concerns of thase ‘
nationalists whe continued to belleve that !iber:atlcm could be won in.
ﬁmﬂca.. For this reason, H.arltfn Delany, Bishop Henry HeMeil Tumer
and Barcus Garvey - all of whom were major proponants af emigraiion -
receive subsidiary treatment in these pages. The years within which
the study Is focused, 1829-1945, were chosen because they represent, is
the flqrs-t:initance, the critical beéﬁnnir_\g stages of the idealogy a;” :
'black nationalism and, In the ¥ast, the hlghest stages of ihai doctrtné!s
developmant. ‘ ‘

As this study should reveal, t6 exphl.nre the growth of black
nationalist Tdeology Is to-tnuch base with Afro-American thought on %
M’rlc;n on almost all levels, including the uses of African his_;urv‘an§
the coﬁtrovarsy_ over what peoplie of color in America should cabt :hem-‘": .
. 'sei\m‘s. ¥nlle the writing of African hiszory is important [n lts own
right, and while that actlivity falls more within the purview of Afro-
Amarican "attitudes' toward Africa, Insight fnto that subject is neverthe=

Tess emssentlal 1o seeing the natfosalis: movement whale, especizlly sincs
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a preoccupé;im with the history of their people Is particularly charactar~
tstic of\'r‘nationaiists. The controversy aver a name for indlviduais and,.
more especialiy, fc;r the group also reflected much regarding the @t:!tude;
of people of color ‘toward Africa, Su. rhat controversy wa'_g linked in a
very direct way to biack nationalist theory snd rovements ,; and th;reﬁore
an atterrpt is made to reconstruct the terms of the entire gpntmwrsy.
Thuse who choose may therafore read this dissertation as ag incnmﬂiete
but subsr;antla'f record of the history of Afro-Arerican thgught orﬁ.{\frlca,
but The Spell of Africa is primarily an attempt to grasp thg Yi;&mnts
and éssentla‘i Ingrediants of a particula'r way in which certalin :giﬁ'ina‘i
Afro-Amzrican thinkers kave tried to view the world and the place of thelr
people n it ’
As will be evident to the reader. there were signiflcant differences
within the ranks of leading theoriticians of black natlonaiism, and not
& few inconsistencles in the thought of most nationalis_ts. _Beyond that,
they bad no monopoly on atl ofriheir ldeas; but they did share a corpus .
of thought that was rather eas‘ily distinguiﬁhabié from tha philo_sophiés
" of other. peopie of co'lar. Thdugh this iz mainly . study of the national-
ist thought of ar:Icu!ate,.leading mémbers of Afro-America, an eFfort is
made atl certaln junctures, to a55ess natlonalise sentiment, especia_l]y ,
in the cultural sphere, gmong the masses of blacks. '
A great many pec;piﬁ and institutions smre helpfut to ma in the .

preparation of this study. Professor Otey Scruggs af Syracuse Unlversl:y

" and Mr. Lamont Yeakey. a graduata student at tolumbia, provided fnestim-

able assistance by directling my attention to fugitive and vatuable documents,



-i aﬁ‘indebced fo Professors Benjamin Quaries and Howard H. Besl of
.'M;argan S‘tlate Coltlege for ready assistance whea | needed it In trying

to un;avel the mystery of "Sidney." Professor dzll also ﬁige avail-
able a cﬁpy of one of the few extant issuss of Tha Hational Raformer
hewspaper. Ne;ﬁert ﬁptheker speﬁ:\several days and much’time briaging
relevant Duﬂois,ﬁapers to his office for me to see. He Bas also bffered
much encairagement.

#r. Pau!rkubeson, dr., an e#tramely impressive man‘in his own
right; offered Invalusble information on his father over two mestings.
Hr.‘iléyd Brown, the novel s, not only ifluminated 2 rumber of aspeces
of Kobeson's life that only an intlmste friend wouldabe aware. of, bur,
iikﬂ Pau} Robeson, WJr., g;nernusiy provided food and drink 2s well. Hr.
Eroun's comments on Robeson, though valuable, d{d not relate to thé
nationallsm of Robeson, which is the facus of this inveirfga:ion. The
fate HWrs. Frances Herskovits, who knew both Rebeson and Dullois, shared
her panetraf[ng EnsTgﬁts‘Fnto each pan. Her Eaﬂrgnts on Robeson during:
the 1920's and during his years in London were esﬁecia!iy helpful, The
cbservations of Frofessor Jcsﬁua Lestia, who h;s'lived in two major
centers of the Af(lcnn dlaspora - thé United States and the West Indles

o= is well as in Afrlca.were helpful at several points In the study.

Borothy Porter of Howard University's Moorland Collection was
svery bt as hélpfui to me as she is ;eputed-to have been tqéﬁore_thaﬂ
& genaration of schd}a?s. A Teading Jibrarian of Afro-Americans and a -
fina s;hclar, Hrs. Porter, through her ass!stance, vaved me much tlme
snd money In completing my r¢sesr§h Tn Vashington, n.c.' Ernast Kslser

at New York's Schomburg Collection was always prepared and eager to

i




offer knawledgeabia ass lstance durlng my wisits to that Tibrary, Uonald
“Frankl Tn Joyce, wha Ts dedicated to making ﬂhicaqo 5 George Cleveland
" Hall Vlbrary once again a major repasi tory of materials on African
-peoptes,, has assembled 3 collection of ante-belTum Negro newspapers

" that § found haipful in carrying out m,r reseérch. Raltph Mayloﬂe nf
Northwestern Univers!tyfs Library, on a request from the writer, not

on!y Jocated Robert Alexander Young's Ethiopian Hanlfesto but, wnlhin &

matter of days, secured a copy of that very rare document.

Hy appreciation to my adviser, George Bamels and to (eorge
Fredrickson and Uarence L. Ver Steeg of Northwestern's history
department, whc have taken & speciai interest Tn my dlzsertatian topic.,
Finally, lbrahim Abu-Lughod of Northwestern‘s.l’olltlca! Sglence Depares
went pmﬂdéd the priceless boon of making me f’eﬂ 50 gulTty about not
having fln!shed thls pmject that | decided | wuid only sliminate such

msattnng authorlty by getting on with the work.
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JHTRODULT{GH

it is oﬁe of the grs;t ironies in the Ristory of African peoples
ghat the triangular siave trade was a major source of unity amoﬁg Afri-
tans at precisely tﬁa moment Tt posed the Qreatest threat to thelr livesl
and cultures. ﬁaré preé!sely,‘the slave trade, never constructed tg
this end, provided a éransmission belt extending all the way from Africa,
through the West Indies to the U.S. along which manifestations of the
Afpican ethos passed, with considerable }etention i; the Hestilqdiaf
and some In America. Frash Influxes of Africans Inta the U.5. lasted
wall into thé nineteenth centuéy,'and thereby guaranteed Africa in
: Amzrica. For cemturies, then, b?acﬁ men in Amarlca moved in a kind of
" Pan-African enviroament brought on, prlnciﬁail#, by the slave trade.
A3 diFflenit 33 1t Es to conce?ve En'our.:lée, the movement of
- Blzck Jeaders between -the West Indies and the U.5. during the ﬁfrst
) half of tha 19th century was perhaps as great as during the first ?Iftv'
yeérs of the 20th ceﬁtury. Paul Cﬁffee._far example, had been smong the
) Flrse of-tHe kay Afrowﬂmerl;an; to visiz the West Indies; having travcfeﬂ
to Cuba quite gariy in the century. He waz followed by other influential
biacks, ineluding Henry nghiand Garnet and James Theodare Holly, who .
_vls]tgd Cuba and Halftl, respectively. QOther blacﬁs from Amerlca wislited
the West Indies in tha anta-bellum peried, but the flow f}om fhe West
indfes to the U,5. was, of course, much greater historically, for the

West Indles Had.beep - indead remafned Into the 19th century - an infer~
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mediate prison house for those Africans ”seasoned“jthere beFore,Finally R
being brought to the U.S. to replenish, to merge fully into, to bacome

one with the black population of quth Amertca. indeed, the West indian
liak to North Amsrica, save for AFr:cans brought straight to the U.S.
prgvuded the most umpartant transmission belt betueen Africa and her
Vtranspiaﬁﬁed chitdren in the U,5. It was only in America, then, that

fha triad of blacks became dne, that the mdtipiicity of tribes and
A:u!tures preserved to a greater extent In the islands and in South
America, were hammered into a single people and culture on the hleody

anvll of Amarican slavery.

Such was the ambience In which the need for African hegemony oOF

. eontrel = black nationalism - was borme in upcn Africans in ﬁrerica.
while tha European model of nationalism was unquestionably an infiuenca
an Afro-Bmerican ratlonalists, a close reading of the history of the .
period reveals that the time to consider other influences is long over~
due, Indeed essentlal to undarstanding the nature of the quest for, and
“practice of, black natlonalise in America. The black nationalism
referred to In this iatroduction compassed both European and African
glements, in that order.

The desire for a séparata and whollf sovéreign black nation has
not necessarily fcrm@d the burden of Afro-American thought on national-
tgm. MHavertheless, when such @ .nation has been projected for MHorth
America or for othar shores, it has been based on precepts very nuch Itke
those which underg!rded European nat!onal:sms of the ninstesnth ccntury ’
= among them ‘the deslre fcr a government of ong's own and separate land

on which to mount Tt, the recogn!tlon of spac!a! characteristics possesssd

1z



by the people in . question, .the perception of inégrests and problems A
‘pecu?iar. to them, their beiief ls;; shared cuitural characteristics, the
affirmatiér_l of thelr common 'her'ita.ge and Eisco'ry, and the presence
‘smong them of common igstitutlons.‘i Obviouslf some of the enumerated
c-ategories took on a special cast in slaveholding Amarica. |

For example, as great numbers -oz;' Africans were braught into the
country, sexual agg-ressior{ against African womén led to white admixtures
s0 pronocunced that, as time passad, the very physical existence of
Africans .was threatened. Nevartheless, Afro-Americans, owing to the
‘tremen dous apbréssion they were un.derggin§, csntiﬁueé t_? think of them-
selves a3 ong people, but ihey were a people Far more fragmented and
disoriented than any aineteenth century furopean éeoph. The black
“ehureh, to cite one more egample_; of the distortlons of nationalism among
Bfré-Americans, was the most enduring and powerful Institution of black '
Amerlca, but one more European than Afelcan in theology. fet it is very‘
!akelv that the dlfferenr.es betwzan black and white churchas in America
" were more signiflicant than those hetwaﬂm, say, the Catholic Churchas
of France and italy durlng the ninateenth century: black religion,
whith was deeply concerned with affirming freed@m,'_was almost diametrically
opposed‘- to vainstrean American religion, which favored &hfla ensiavement ‘
of human beings. However humerqus the d!steriicns - the Tist could bel
axténd;ad greatly ~ the deep Involvement of African pegples with 2 white
nation did not dastroy 21l of ihé pre&aditlani farm deéeldpment of
the form and e..v'ng.ab'.%taﬂce, the gheory and practice of black natfonalism -ha

Amarica.



But there are other aspects of biack nationallsm which daserve

majcr attention, Indeed, it is possib]e that t.he essentially non-viestern o
7.
_ingredients of nationalism have played as important a ro!e {if not a

greater r;me) in fashioning the desire among. Afro=Amr:cans to control

their own destinies and creata their v instatut!ons as European mnde'ls
,‘,M

of nationalism. For instance, the influence of ﬁfr!can group tradstiorssm_mm,

ar tribalism must Sus'eiy have been felt in America. The fact that eribat

B S —

di fferences were be!ﬂg destroyed .under the tremendous impact of American
slavery, laylng the basls for radically different nerspectives by Africans
| sbout each other - conceiving each other as members of 3 smgle gmup and

Africs as essentially one place with one pﬁop!_e“_-’ did not prevent them
from reca!ﬁng and valuing the Jevels ,oF Eﬂack h‘e;gggggﬁ\g;_in Africa. A
' major obstac!e ko ﬁationa]ism in Africa in the twentieth century, In the

" ante-bellum period tr?bal%sm through 1ts suggestion af Mr!can self~

assertigﬁ, was in some instanc_e.;s prglgat:jy__thﬁ fpundation stone of biack

naticaa!'lsm in Americs. tons'id_ering the tremendous numbers of Africans
fu;réibly brought Ento America during slavery, it would be absurd te
believe that the majority entered seeking integration, desiring whits
eontrol, 7 ‘

The thesi§ that African tribalism while on jts deathbed in Amrlcé

¢

'_mﬁtinual!f, with each new Influx of Africans, braathed new 1ife [nto

" Biack matlonalls consgiousness is eorroborated ._gﬁ;h&,ﬁ:hamc.t-ﬁnnﬁ siave

communitles during s1aw.~rg. Thesa communigies were very s{gn!ficantly T~

fluensed’ BY Afr!caﬂ *mditiorrs eswecna"!v prior to the niﬂetemth cartury,

providing Informal a!te‘raatl\m ‘modals to entirely whitg valves, to white control

T -
— e A2 © C ' - "
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aver the values of the slaves. Though the willeu of the slave quarters
cannol; ba reconstructed wfth anything appro_ar.hing precision, there ara

‘ substantnal reasons ’r'or bel:eviﬂg that the African pre'sen_gqvwas 'ﬁigﬁif‘i-’_
cant enou h to make ;ﬁlmmm_a_xanmf._onmhgys, for exampie, tha

ﬁfrucaWeﬁ to non-European 1ife-styles by blacks,

(——

especially through the arts and rehgien, mformmg and’ helpmg i shape
Y R

(SR E e s T

thw,_ his ways of growmg up, workmg, playmg, strugg'img, _'

. et

surviving, asplring, end looking at himself and the world. B!ack religion

B

;m di;ti’nguished the values, preFerW
doing things of enough slaves to mark the eyl ture of the whole as dis=
tingulshablize in eritical ways from that of the whitens"t_a;tigﬂ'- .

The various forms of proscription, of racist contmlé, hﬂﬁé )
to preserve the Mricanrva'iues of biack people durlﬁg_ the slave era,
helped to shore up whatever sense of African salidarity and special
l'nr:erest they pog,sessed. tdeologists of black aatlenslism, 35 distinct
from certaln Africans in the slave quérters. did not reatize the vaiu:ev_

or uses to which Speciﬂc African Influsncas might be put untll the

creatim af the theory of(gulturai nationaiism at the enM«

s

geenth century. | To value anclent African history while canswaring

contemporary Africon cultures backward and depra.ved; as did neafi'g éii
pationalists during the ninateenth cent,ury. is not cultural nat.icm»alzm,

which must involve advocacy of a largely autonomous, sel f-wfficicat

" realm of values to guide the livtng of a people. The cul tural pationzl~

g R e _,,,:

lsts' rea%!xatson thaz ‘African culturss contained ruch of va!ue fcr

- Afro-Americans was an essential s:ep toward shattering the hurrib?e

#id




imagas of Africa with which siave ovaerlords and their allies had saddled

Afncaﬁs in Ames'ica. l The know!e:c!gﬂ- that the most Eitxﬂ creative

P

aspacts of" Afro-Amarican culture were Smmhcm tied ta African cultural

et s er o g m i3

forrs was wnot only essentlai to undar;tandmg Arro-ﬁ.mrlcan culture but
e
the soundest startmg pmnt f‘or bmlding the al tﬂrna:iv@ui tural con-

struct for b!acks in Amrnca.

T ﬂo;;an?y has th& M’rican infl uence on AFroaAr:encan cu%ture been
gi.ven snsufficient attention by schoiars of Black natianal ist but one
of tha post pronounced nationalist temets, the messianic role of Black
people, has not beé_n cons jdered integral to nationalist theory. '!'ho;sgh
not entertained exciusively by nationalists, the ﬂm""’iﬁfﬁf_ﬂf’ﬁl{“
bliack ﬂat?onainst thought has been so great, has b»erz espoused G con=

sistently, that it sﬁnuid be accounted a fundamental ipﬁa:;‘gf black

nstionalist thoughts
ibihtiontibiisinbr e
8ut messianism and the importance of African cultural influences

are not the only categories of nationalism which have not rscelved
adnquate attent:on. The humanistic dimension of black nationa!ism

recelves at;entlon ln this study bac.auss a/deep mﬁcem for the whole

'u!‘ zaankind has been about as great & characteristic ef bilack natmaai?
ism as it has of any adeology ar falth known to ths writer. Humanism
kas in fact been a First principls of black naticnalis-ﬂ. Thus the

historic black ﬂatloﬂalist has been relatively fres of hatred of whits

people. While he has emphasized the indispensability g _QJMV

- of the Afro-American liberation movement, the natlonalist has not been

" averze to white sspport.

il



Mor have most blacklnarioné]ists) despite their extreme skepticism
of white ‘politirs, turned thelr backs on Arrwric'an politicat: processes.
A sense of pragmatusm, born of an azute awareness of the rerciless
oppression o whuc'h ﬂ.meru:a subjects blacks, has in fact beeu wore 3
part of nationallst theery and practice than u_sual!y gssumed. For
MEpeeh ﬁfacks, who were not considered human by most Americans, o seek -
the fr;nchise in a3 nation which threatened them with mob action, pos=
-5ibly death, [F they sought to cast a ballot should mot be regarded as
refomist action on their part. In this study, therefore, there is mo
recognition of “revolutionary Mack nataonaiis:rf’ for ante-bellum Amrica

' Because almost any effort 4] affim black humanity, whether through the

: ballot or In atte'ﬁpts to establish autommus institutions serving the
needs of black pgﬁpie. leanad sore toward revo‘!utmnar; than reformist
activity. ' &

The Interest of most na:iona!!sts in the tiveration of Afncans
throughout the world has been so pmfm.nd an aspect of hlack nat!onal- .
13m that the label appears to be too narrow (o ccntain 50 cxpanswe &
mc.em. The Interezt in Africa was 30 much a part of the tives of
black nationalists that we find them continually vaulting beyond the
limits of America to embrace all of African humanity, wherever found.
Though the term Pan-Africanism is used very Infrequentiy In this study
untll the twentieth century is consldered, the essentials of that Ideo'iogy
" were vary much In evidence from 1829 down to the advem: of tha new century.

Panf-Afr!canFsm was in fact virtualiy inscparahie from black nat!qnallst

2
id»ology.
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The desfgnation for r.he Ingred:ents which make up the 1d=ology
of black hegemony - "black natiopal fsw' = has baan inadequate all
éioﬂg, paft?y' dbscuﬂng our undarstanding of that phenomenon. ' Professor
.Hoilis Lynch's "Pan-Negro nationalisw is a much move perceptwe reading
of the movement toward black hegemony. The preferenc& here, howaver, is
f’qr VAFrican autonomy’ because this designation alse accords little
regard for geagraphicéi or ather factors cons jdered conducive to insularity.

Even o, the phrase black pationalism, with the qualifications kept in
mind, will be amployed tn this study. The movement for African hegemony
in the #.5. has shared eno;igh COMTON denominators with European forms to

Justify use af the term black nationaiisn, that is, until Jong ignored

features aof Afro-American Iaterest in autonomy for African peoples are
ROT® wideiy-recognizgd. One purpose of this study is to hasten the day

of thst rec&gﬂitioﬁ.

Ay




PART 1§

THE BIRTH OF BLACK MATIOMNALIST IDECLOGY

{¥lour full glory and happiness, as well as a1l ather
coloured people under Heaven, shall never be fully
gonsumated, but with the entlre emancipation of youfd
enslaved brathren all over the worid. . -

_Dav!d Walker, -1829

Let them bring in a hundred thousand {africans] 2
yearl We do not say It s not & greal crime, but we
know that from the wickedness of man God brings Forth
good; and §f they do it, before half a century shail

pass over us we shall have s Hegro nationality in the
United States. :

Henry Mighland Garnet, 1859




1. DAVID WALKER AND THE IDEQLOGICAL
ORIGING OF BLACK NATEONALISH

The "ré&pectablé n@eating of the people of colour! which took
place at the home of one ﬁavid ‘;f‘;ﬁké:r in 1H27 to prémote Freedom's
Journal provided fe-w'int%matio.ns of the host's smoldering reseﬁtmen-t 7
against slavery and racism,' of his déep a!;iachment to Africans through-
put the world ~ an Qt‘tachmﬂt that had by then doubtiess taken riational-
Ist shape and Focus. ‘fha féct chat Walker and rthe others who gathered
méer; his roof resolved vo!#mtarily snd freely to give thelr utmost
support to the paper’s ef?ort#, however, was & masufe of their con-
f;ciousness of the expansiveness and gepth M, peépte
ofw, far thar paper from BES inception had mderciear
its opposition to slavery énd racisem, and had apposed those forces 7
which would nold back the advance of African peopi?zs s the ancestral

home and in diaspora.l

puring the 1820_"5, the %!ecaﬁds durlng which Walkar moved from
Mopth €arolina to Boston, black Interest In Africa was seiil vary con=
siderable. HMore than that, he Uv«:& In & community in which noa 2 few
blacks were still referring- to themsalves as Africans. Hany of the men
angd women of thls period wer; jn fact in the process of mktng what wa-s

- parhaps thelr flirst effort to think af themselves as ;\mer!caﬁs.z But



the clirele In w’ur.h talker moved mciuded men who pot only considered
theﬁsa!vas essentjally African: they went beyond this level of Africa
consciousness to identify ﬁi.th the ancestra} heme and with Africans on )
a variety of Ieveh. Walker himsel f was at tha vertex of those ‘
swirling Africaﬁ concerns ,. literally consumed by interest in ﬁfr!ca
and her transplanted children in the Americas. Thus, his nationalism,
though not shared In equal measure by the grear. m;erity of articulate
blacks of his period, was not developsd in a vacuus.

in fact, an examination of the principles and practices of

Freedcm’:‘s Joumal not only revaals someth!ng of the intenectuai atmos-

phere In which Haiker tived, an atmsphere charged with concem far
peopte of African ancestry, but discioses the expectation of the edi_njars‘
‘that black people gsanﬁ-raily would be very Enterssted in readmg reports
on Africans wherever found.3 5&1!1& white contributors were not barred
frm-publ_ish’ing in that paper, editors Samuel Cornish and Jjohn B. Russ=
wuram Fecognized the nesd for black people Increasingly to speak for A
themselvas on matters crucial to their prople: *We wish to #Iead ouUr oI
cause,“rrepci’ted the First editorial of tha‘t paper. YToo long have
‘others spoken for us' - clearly a natfonalist sentiment from editors
respons ihle for the coming Into existence of an ir:rpdrtant black institu-
tion which thcy expected black people Lo maks ﬂn«néiaily \ﬁriabrla.‘re

1in that small ‘group which promoted Freadom's Journal, a factor

which undoubtedly contributed to interest in Afrlcans everywhefe, was

tha Interaction behwen a person of African. descent feam the Hes: . Tndles,”

editer Russwurm, and sons of Afzi_;a barn Ia__&mrica, a vital pattern of

alllange which was repeatsd on nuda rc_ui@m&iom for mors than a century




foliowing the advent of Freedom's Jourmal. AL 2 time when masy northern

piacks still regarded themselves and h?acks in the Caribbean as Afr?cans,
the presence of a forceful, articulate Afro-West Indian such as Russwurm
mus have reinforced feel m.gs amng some of sharlng & common dastiny,
aspecially since mr‘ican slavery emd racism werd po respecters of dif-
ferences among Africans.s )

But if any singie event of nantenbaﬂum' A@rica best symbolized
. the attitudes of significant purbers of black people toward Africa and
her' transplanted children, it vias tha dinner in the sutumn of 1528 cele.-
brating tbe presence in Boston of ?rmceww
who had been enslaved in the Aﬂﬁerngan south, Assembiing at the Afrigcan
 School Ho:.-:seg! membars of the dinner party formed a colorful Sl’c’tﬁiﬁio&,‘
tn -mi;ch the Prince and Walker part';cipated, and marched to mus feat
accompaniment to the Mri’can Hasonic Ha?!.-s The cpening, toast, an
affirmation of theﬁfricannnss of the hiack man in diaspora, raflectad 2
7 _sentimnt béﬂch waz still stmng at the t!rﬁe, "ﬁa'f the happy &ra be not
far d:stant when Africa universally shall stretch forth her hands w‘itq
God.» And it was proposed: “iay the tims. soon arrive when the sons oF-
Afi;ica, In all parts of the world, shall be emancipated and happy. and
the word siave never more he heard.” Ancther statamnt won “dlst!ngua&%‘ed
applause" §rom the audlence = By iberty and guaiity_ The most iriastﬁmable
gife of God conferred on man. -Hay the time ba not far distant when all
the sons and daughtsss of Africa, vho are now in bondage, shall be enabled
te gxiaim, “We are free.t - | ' ‘ ' ' -

Walker's toast. an act synbol%c of his’ baslc po!itica! pes%tion,

was that the guest of honor hac} bean turn fram his country,, rellgion and

ey




friends by Africa’s enemies and "dcémd to perpetual though untawful
l;andage." But one of the last toasts affered revaaied, for all the
sincers cm;:ern for Africa reflected 'in i, 2 beihief about Africea among
black; in Americé as stongly held as any other: Msy the sons snd
daughters of Africa 500 become a clvilized and christian-Tike [sic]
paople, and shine forth to thé world as conspicious as their more

highly favored neighbors ."E
1]

i¥ there was one individual of the perlod, apart from Walker,
" who pepresented the nationallse iﬁeo%ogig;a% gurrent which later swelled,
with Walker®s sssistance, to signlﬂ#ant dirensions, it was Robert Alex-
andsr Young, who published his oracular Ethioplan Manifesto a few months

PR ]
before the appearance of Walker's Aopeal. His statement provides an ’

intefl'esting‘ idéo?ogicéi backdrop against which 't_o view Walker's better
knowm 'exp]oratioﬁ of the stotus of his peoplo. In addttim, the
Hanifesto Is an almost fdeal fepr"sentaﬁnn of biack revoiutmnary thought
and 85 such deserves inclusion as parhaps the earl IeSt extant statement
of black national#st thought which approaches Edeo!ogical coherence.s
Yery little is knm about Young. WHa was tiving in New York at
,tha time of the appearance of his Manifesto, and was, as that document:
'attasts, z dacply re%igtous man, but nat in the trad?tiona] sense gf’
black Christian commitment, He sezemed rather to depend on Inspliation
fr:;m sour:es‘ alian to thase shores;, from a God long zince forgotten,
accqc;dlng to Young, by most blacks. “Hystlecal t-e tha éore, pronouméing,'

i

nces to certain signs and seasons, the doom of the slave-




" holderfs relgn, his Ethioplan Hanifesto is an expression of outrage at
the degredation of the African, an aFlflr;natToﬂ of faith in the coming of

a new order. ‘Mz here speak of the whole of the Ethfoplan peopie,” sald

Young, referring in an all-African way to their lack of !!herty.w

Falien, sadly, sadly low indaad, hath become Qur raceé,
when we behald it reduced but to an ensiaved state

. . . here we are met in oursalves, ue constitute but
one, aided, as we trust, by the effulgsnt 1ignt of
wisdom to a discernment of the path which shall lead

ut to the collecting togsther of 2 people . . ML
Titalics saded.) ] -

it is pot claiming too much for Young to suggest that for him the
‘word people was the equivalent of the word nation. The simperious duty”

of Ethioptans, he observed, was 1o effect thelr “convocation in a body

galitic,” to bmmte thelr ordar, to establish “aurselves a éeople
framed unto ..the Yikeness of that order.” Aecording to Young, tod had
said: B

Surely hath the cries of the hlacks, a most persacuted
- people, ascended to my throna and craved @y MerCy; newk
beholdl 1 will stretch forth mine hand and gather them

A naw people and, For the crushed blacks of h"ls-ﬂm, & new God.
&nd so the gathering of themselves Into a people, whole and renewsd, was
Young's design for Africans around the uorlﬂ, and their rlghfs, religious
ami civll, would be derived from and sanctlonéd by a religlon - a5 visloned
by him = pecul larly African and a mgpirlt! which was that of the black‘man.

This we Issue forth as the sphrit.
gthlopiants rlght, estab)ished fro Ethioplan's
Rock, rhe foundatlon of his it ral jious rights,
-#iich hereafrerwill be exemplifled in the order of its
course, Ethleplans, throughout the world in genarat,
receiva thls as but 3 lesson presented to you from an-
instructive Book, in vhich many, many arg thorain con~
talned, &o the vindication of 1ts surposer s e akins
added.) N

he black man oF




ns tha wnrd was meant For all Africans, so too was the {eader,
haratded as the Black Massnah Young's words vere intended, he said,
g denote to the black African or Ethigpian people, that God has
preparad for them a jeader, who awalts but his ssason to prociaim
to them his birthright.” *Peace and liberty to the Ethiopians first,”
he exciaimed as he closad his ﬁanifesto, then a&dad: Yalse all other
grades of men, 15 the invocation we offer fa the throne of God."lﬁ

Robert Alexander Young, by Feb}uary of 1829, had moved to the
rthreshoid'of an 1deology of black nationalism, of 2 formalation of
the plight of blacks and a design for the soiu:ion Eo their problems,
8 solution which stressed independence and a new dispensation con~

sonant with the demands of thelr history and their needs as 2 people.

Thus , one of Young's major contributions to the: development of b!ack

nationalist ideclogy {and to the struggle far Afrlcan ualty) Ts the

FM
emphasis which he places on the peed for Africans to resstablish

15

M' o
themsei?es as @ pecp!e.

——""Tha intense degree of identlficatfon wlth Africs and opposution

to oppression suffered by people from Africa throughout the world,
ma Jor themas ag the ceremony honoring Prince Rahaman and thelkeystdne
an which Young mounted his proto-nationalist manifesto, received

thelr vitimate expression with the appearance of Bavld Walker®s Appeal

to the Coloured Cltlzens of the World, a work wh!ch was wreltten, as

Henry Highland Garnet said In BB48, *with an overflowing heart,"'8

-1t is thls small voiume on which walker s reputat!on as the harbinger.
of tha m!lltant phase of abolitionism rests, and It appears " that tha

very aggg;zulzh thch he advocated slave revolution has, over the past



century, largsly obscured 3 related dipension of the man and the viorks

‘Walker ~ and this is the burdan of the discussjon of him - shouid be

regarded as the iééo!ogscal precursor of a long }ine of black national- .

ists and advocates of African freedom extending all the way to Paul
Robeson in cur century. Whlle it is not being asserted that he was
the first biack hationalist” {for such would be, based on what we know

of bigek Teaders before him, patently 'félse), it is being advanced that

“Haiker should be regarded as_the father of biack nationsziism,, This is

85 because the }ineamznts of nearly ali of the significant aspects of
black nationailsm, despite the fmquentiy disjointed way in which he

presented his views, emergs in Bis writings.
1

Walker's ldeas on the need for biack na;!ona!!sm seemad to flow

- ’!ogicé!iy from a belief which he strongly held, that vhite peopis
it le R

: ganergily and Bearicans in particular. ow!reg to dﬂ!ling his:orical

and conterporary crimes against pzople of African ancesiry, were

&QMMM As regards Africans in America,

he contendéd that the crimes had been such that his people had bezn

reduced to Ythe most degraded, wretched, and aﬁject set of belngs

that ever !ived since the worid began,” and he prayed that no such

' humlliated and oppressed Vever may llve again untll time shall be

no more.®'8 A1l the people of the eqtth - the Greeks, the Irish, the

indians of Morth and South America, and the Jews - "are called men,"

Walker thought, except iehe sons of Africa.’ White America's treatment



ofrblar:.k. péopie had been Vmore cruel {they being an enlightened and
Christian people)}, than any heathen nation did any people whom 1t had
reduced to our condition.“‘9 Walker sought to telescope what he ‘

considered the essence of the character and history of peoples of

European descent:

The whites have always been an unjust, jealous, unmerci-
Ful, avariciaus‘and‘.blood«thirst\} set of beings, always 3
seaking after powsi and suthorlty. - Y2 wiew them all
aver the confederacy of Greece, where they were first
tnown to be any thing {in consequence of education) we

see them thers, cutting each other's throats. - . o We
yiew them next In flome , . where the spirit of tyranny and
decelt raged sti1¥ higher. We view them in Gau), Spain,
and in Britain, = in fins, we view them alt over Eurcpe,
together with what .were_scattered sbout In Asia and Africa,
as heathens, and we se€ them agting more Tike devils than

accountabie men. o
S L Halker's opinion, the black people of Africa and “the
mslattons of Asta® did not "‘gb on in the same way a% did"the whites
of iumﬁe-,'“ were not half as wnmereiful, decetrful, and -avaricicus.zi‘ '
indee&,‘hardmepened his in&]c_;;men:,‘sta;ting.' that the Edmpeaﬂ.-having
poved beyond heatheni;:.m to Christianity, was ys crusl PF not more SO

than avar.” e thought thelr erusities as heathens ware compoundad

ten timas over ,‘é}!_&”_éli.2.@9519;@.;,,_..a._ghi. stians, of duming overboard, .
‘ o,

during the slave trade, whole €a rgoeswr;ﬁ-mm,-mémn—%nd*chf}dren.

. e
_The Jews 'fared_j!et:e;i‘_“pjl_ie_{___ti_v_ﬁjeathen Egyptians, whom Ualke-;' df’”

considered African and colored, than the sons of Africe under Christian

.2 .
whites. 3 He offersd as an axample the libertlies granted by’ Pharoah

to. Juseph, polnting out that they were not available to biacks in =P
- : e A
T

e

Qﬁeﬂca. #e challanged Americans to show him & person of Af-ican .

descent Myho holds the Tow office of - constabie, or one who sits Tn




a Jurar Box, even ©n a case of ane of his wretched ‘brathren, through=
© out this great Rapublic!!"zq-

¢aiting wttention to the tht;of Jews in Egypt an'd the near
total absence nfl rights among his own people, free as well a5 slave,
Yalker used the i1lustration of the fgyptians encourraging'_.}oseph to
marry one of ﬂ:eir owp to ralse an issue which has been cﬁnsi&er-ed

an sssential one by most black naticnalists since his time, the

relationship between the biack man and white woman in kmrlﬁ. After

\;ﬁ\a

making his preferance a'_bundantly dlear = ymu'id not glve arﬂﬂ&f_
.EEE_F_F_ to be married to any white person ! ever saw in all the days of
m;r life" - he declared that the black man or man of colar who would
feave his: owT ueoigur [provided h;: can get one who is good _for any-
thing] and sarry 3 white woman, to be a doubls slave to Her‘,- just
because she [ g%_rj_g_g, ought to ke treate& by her-as hé surely w!llr D
bg}t 'vté: ‘gz 5 NWIGGERILY™ stitl, ‘the day would cmiwhen,white;

would be glad to he in the company of b‘!-acﬁs, in splte of the f-ac:t '

that blacks were bsing preated '%rsa than they do the brutes that

'ﬁarish.‘gs

tn one of his fow references to thw_ﬁg_jgnﬂfﬂftan b
major but by no means Indispensable cénrponent of black nationalism
Walker, 2gain referring to the creatment of_tha"Jews, quoted from the
gible In pointing tb the relative genéméity of the ngpt!ans an
¢his question: ' 7 ‘

fhe land Gf Egypt 15 before theei In the bost of the

1and make ihy tateer ‘and brathren to dacll; in the

tand of Goshen let them dwell: ~and I F thous knowest '

. any men of actlvéw among tham, then maks them rulers
over my car.tln.z



Wieh full sarcasm, he remarked: 1 ask those puople vho treat us SO 7
wetl, Ohi I ask them, where 18 the most barren spot of Tand which they -

have given unto us?” 27
0f all the assaults upon his peap?a, the one which seems to

have disturbed Walker most - one related to blacks being without QCV )

Viberty and land - was the chawhev vere inferior to whites, /(\
o
m

e
mt aven mmbers of the human race. He e:.hallenge:i raciats %a show hi

a page of hlstnry, sacead orF profane, whldi contends ;pat Egyptians

e

visited the “Ensu;s;artab'le insult upon the "}'iI.ﬁ.[?%f.iﬁ[‘?ﬁi_qiff

oo e ST

#reliing them that they wera | not of the human f'amilf."zs After de-
e e . h
nouncing the view that biacks, unlike whites, had “descended origin-~
aily from the tribss of Monkeys or Uran-Qutangs ,." he took gxcep‘tion 7
to Jefferson's somewhat tent:;tiwa assartion, set forth in Hotes on

irginia, “that Blacks are inferior to whices In body and mind,
stating that Jefferﬁon had compared tigur misarable fathers? wl th' l
wohilosophers of Greecs." 2% ot to Jafferson’s charge that Ramen
slaves of white ancestry ware aften gmar‘artists waikar, sezeling
great degradaﬁon arponq tha Afr%can s fave in America, offared Ao
direct rejoinder.

Walker thought IE incwwbant \prﬂ blacks everywhere, conshd-

ering thélr reﬁat!onshlp to yhites, to depend prlmari’iy upon thelr
e

ouin msources In seeking ‘sxbaration. The lssus-of un‘ity. then, was
_.—.-ﬂsi""“‘

¢ s

paramount for him. - Ha was deeply disturbed by the spec‘cacle ‘of pcop?a
af coloce In the U.5. *‘cnurﬂng favour with, and telling Fins to our
aatural enemies, agalnst each other - alaing them to kceﬁ thelr helllsh

chains of slavery upon usu”m it was prec?sely thls Issue wnilch forme




1

tha burden of what was perhaps his First public expressicn of the

ﬁssantiags of black natlonaiasm. Addressing & meeting of the Gmnerai

. ol
to]orad Association at Boston, a year bafore the appearanca of his /9'?£ﬁ’”5¥
Mpr

fippeat, he stressed the ﬂeed for unity among the sons of Afrlca. The

formarion of the Association had been oppused by certain biacks in
Boston who had acted, Malker explained, with 2 zeal Bﬁd’&V!dﬁFy which
"had ft been on the épp&site side, would have done great honor Lo
;hemse!yes," Baly the “undeviating and éruﬁy patrlotic'exerzions" of
&hésa gupport!ng'the arganization bad made possibie the assemblage’
vhich was tistening to him 3! o
7 Thaugﬁ galker was not expliele, Tt ts very Hkely that, as
thmuéhout the 11fe of the Negro tonvantion Movement, the Boston
meeting had come under firs from people of color who felt It worked
agafnst thelr best Interest IF they organized along raclal Iines.

in any case, he obsarved that 1t was strange when “men of sound sense
and telerably good judgement' behava In a way ''so diame£rically in
opposition to their own Intervests. w32 prom his polnt of view, the
-objecm?vas af the Assaciation were decidedly fr the best Interest oF

31t peaple of eolar. Indeed #is peeount of the purposes of the
Associat%on - he called §t “ehis unstirutfon” - in some2 ways pre-
floured the Hegro cgnventtcn Movement as a natlonal erganization.
Sesking to unlte the black population of the United States |m ways
practicable, to aﬁ&abiisﬁ "sqc!eﬁ!es, opening, extendtng; and keeping "E
up correspondences, and not withhoiding anything which may have a

tandancy to maiEprafe ggi_miiarab!e conditinn,“3.3 Yalkar's perceptlons

of the Assaciat[on's objoctlves, some of which were atready being




1z

pursued on Jocal and state-wide bases slsewhare, on one fevel

apticipated the form of things to come: he called for a broad net~

work of organizations dedicated to amaliorating conditions facing
LS —— )

his peopie. Such organ!zaticnal to pareial fruition tvio

years later when blacks from a number of states sent delegates to

Philadeliphia to attend what became the flrst national Megre Con=-

34

vention. ) . _
: éﬂaiker thought that disunity within the ranks of his people

had been 2 powerful factor in preventing them from belng Free, from
. y . Rl "Ry 1

helng Upzapectable men, Instead of such wretched ﬂctfms of oppres=~

slon," who together with their mothers, fathars, wives and e;hﬂdren .

were baing dragged “sround the world In chalns and handcuffs® In

Mj Sl )Jwé,;}z

" order to work for white pecpfe.ss .In his speech before the Assccliation,

he had #redlcted that if anly the fres blacks, who were "two~thirds of

‘the way free,’” were united and detsrmined to support each ether to the

full extant of thelr power, they could effect great deeds for the good

of the sons and doughters of M‘ri’-ca. Either blacks, he explalned, }/‘Z

would become unlfled or "they must be or a'fways Vive as enemies. n36
Walkar understoad perhaps as Fu!?y as any one of hls time the

extent to which self—hatrnd was prevalent among oppressed bhcks,

Horth and South. His deéér'!ption of the :‘!ebase_d behavior of "freé““

blacks, of tha flghtling and treachery which took place withln the

group, contalns highly suggestive inslghts into the possible character

of sT'zeébla-numbe.rs of peonie of Africon ancestry In Southern alavery.

“He wroté that certaln blacks In the Horth were known to.tell ‘news and

iles, mai-;ing alschicf one upon :mc;thm’."37 If such was the case In




T

i3

‘th“ North, as it daubtless was, then Walker provnded strong indications ‘ /f
of what behavior among some Southern blacks might have been, and Kf;f/
revealed the ardqo,gﬁmﬁﬁk_ahead,igxmbiaak_uleadershlp in_seeking to .
kst Jl—
unite their geap!e

B gy ommerremir S T

An ohserver In the Narth mlght see, accard:ng to Va!ker, b!acks
working in coliusion with slavehoiders by "seiling their own brothers
tnto hell upon earth’ not unlike “the axhibitions in Africa, but in
& more secret, servile and abject manner 138 '

8% Heaveni § =am full . . . | can hardly move my pen

. . . There have been and are at this day in Boston,

Hew York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore coloured men,

who are in league with gyrants, and who receive a great

portion of their dally bread, of the moneys which they

" pequire from the blood and tears of thelr more miserable.

Brethren, whom they scandzlousty deliver into the hands

of our natural enemles!1i11139

Mer of co!cr who worked-with slavehnidtng tnterests mi!!tated ‘
against that unity which wop!é inevitably, Walker beiieved, jead to .
new eminence for Afrlcaﬁs “in the asttﬁaticn.nf'the wortd,” and
therefore should be regarded 93 a “gang of villains." Hot only were
such tra?tors active smong the children of Africa in the B.5, but
trgachery by people of color was being perpetrated “against the

gcvernment'of our brethren, the Haytlians,” Forming Voowerful auxiilaries”

which work koward the destruction of people of African fér'n:ezu.'r‘_af.l'G l’$'

Waiker recalled how AFricans had paid dearly In the pasgr£or”df§uni nTBY2pen b it -
"G oy suffering brethren!® he exclaimed, tremerber the divisions an& q%ﬁﬁ
consequent sufferings of Carthage and aF Haytl." He conjured blacks

to "read the history particularly of nayti, and swe how they warﬂ

butchared by the whites," and "'take Warnlng."kl




o

Judging from the attention devoted to Haitl in the pages of

freedom's Journal, and the inspiration that tountry was providing black

‘pccple duriny the first quarter of tha century, it does app-’ar‘ that,
Walkar was not belng exfesswe in describing that then fiadgllng country

s Yehe glory of the blacks.” Though God, in Yalker's view, favored
Hafel, it was essentlal for the Haitians to the gnited, keaping & strict
jook out for gyrangs™ im order to évald further disunity vhich def_ﬁgts _._.
of d‘!aractar acng soma might engendar.” '&2 | '

e T

Halker remarked :hat such defects were not ipherent, a3 whites /3
_B_,———‘ﬁ'*——‘—"_’w_

D e

would have the world balieve = rather, the misfortunes were probably ‘
born of “our fathers” disobedience to God, b3 Proper cmsclcusness
among Africans evaryuhere would d‘iscicsa :he need for unity, and onfy
those vho delighted in ‘the degradation of biacks would deny this. Owing
to the long absence of this awareness among the masses of blacks ir
Amrica, they ware aaade zo undergo “intolerable su'r'ferln’gs,“ had been
piunged Into what Halkor called & siumbzrlng state from whu:h they oni.y
lmcasionall’y, when thelr arms were not folded, cried out agains.tr‘their l
m?!seﬂes.% The~} seemad unable to change thelr condition, or the shape ‘
of thelir foture. ‘ '
Igms'ance and :raachew reigned In such full fo}'ce @ng Africanl
peoples- fn the U 5., the Hest incﬂes;a and on the cantmﬂnt of Africa
that, In Haikcr S opinicm, they threatened to destroy atl of worth that
remained., m-me such a force = the Force of deceit and degraded Iénar-'
ance - &oubtless existed in 5!gniﬂcant measure, Walker n!ght have marg

elosely 1inkad the behavior of the roce traitor with what is both implicit

and expllcia tn much of his AEE al, thc uses of r.errcr and vielence In the
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Morth, and especiatly In the South, to control black people and to ;ﬁ_f

—— R o V
smooth the path, for the fess stable {n mind and spi‘rit,.toward opport~ |

-

‘wnism and treachery. tr justice to Walker, It should be said - Indeed

can scarcely be lgaored en a reading of the R‘E‘Eea! ~ that on balance he

vividly portrayed the violence on which the system of oppression was

. 7Rl
and vielence which he sincerely belisved had reduced some /> J

T
st g 5

based, a force

ton of loving thelr masters.

e g

slaves te the apparently Irretrievable condit

i i et b

e

By

£o devastazing were the effects of the 5l§_ye_ﬂad-é and slavery on

A'fri'c.aﬂ peopies tnat Walker came. to tha conclusion that they were -pre'-'

dure tyrannies to which other people of color, Asians and

e e e T AT ST

pared to en
-

American Hndians; sould offer the most violent ;_-ef‘.ji_tgp;ggl,ﬂ_‘_taught in 2

" e e e et

Teans all over the 'wqrid, according to Hatker,

"Beéthﬂi{ke apathe,'t Afr

“have a mean, servile sp‘:’rit.“% Blacks had been réducéd to 2 state 56

- Yow and mean thaz, in spite of certain advantages which they enjoyed,

© ghelr servilley =% spirit and love of masters prevented them from wproot- .

ing and throwing =¥f tha fnstitution of slavery. In fact,_vaikar thought

Africans z%ver«;.«?eég, save For the Haitians, displrited. What was worse,
tia described the= as cMring bafore, in almost all tnstances, vastly aut=’

numbered white sezafe.  To Vpass In review! befare the warld the sorey

state of Afri.c:a.-.' wsople, he sald that he would “only hold-up to view'

Jamalca Pas & szezimen of our meannass.®

tn that !:"snd there are three hundred and thirty-five
thausanz zzals = of whom fiflean thoulard are whites,
the rera ™ izr, three hundred and thirty-five thousand
sra cole .=z peoplel and this lsland {5 ruled by the

vih!te,;:;;:?a: .« . « [15,000] rullng and tyranizing over
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335,000 persons . s . 0% how long my colour shall vz be
dupes and dogs to the cruel whites? . . « {15009] vhites
keeping in wretchedness and degradation 1335000} viz. 22
eploured persons for onz white , . . when at the same

time, an equal aurber {15090] Slacks, would alrost take
the whole nf soutn Amzrica, because where they go as scld-
— Chey g ~ 0 T I —
Ters o Filont ceath follows in their Train.i6_ (Ttalics

adied,}

Walker®s belief in the reserves of physicé! pméer and courage

of blacks wla‘s_ sg strong that he claimed 450,000 armed blacks In the u.5.

‘could take on all of the white people on the continent because “the

Biacks , once they get involved in a war, had rather die than to llive,

mwwmd_uﬁﬂ Thus, he juxtaposed Tn the sersons - ; ({7

‘alities of blacks the most terrible Ferocity and the most abject submis

sivenzss, contending that if itrwere not for tha'solem'awe'falt by
biacks with respect to acts of murder,.the situation cbtaining between
them and whites would be ducidedly di#ferent. How much this awe wa-‘s
cr_e&!tefdf to "at"ra!,,,i'_'f‘ irnat'icns and h'ow rm.zch‘ to;.fear born of oppres-.

sion he does not make clear. In fact, an excetlent FlTustration of this
-.-"""':—. - .

ambiguity was offered when he alluded to the Ugroveling submissions and
treachery' of blacks, 1o thelr *ignorant daceptions and consaquent

wretchedness B and extaimed:

gyt when | reflect that God Is just, and that miiifons
of my wretched brethren would mest death'with glory -
vea, more, would plunge into the very mouths of cannons
and be torn into particies as minute as the atoms which
compose the elerents of the earth in prefersnce to a
mean submission to the tash of tyrants, | am with
streaming eyes, compelled to shrink back into nothing~
pess before my HAKER, and exclaim again, thy will be
done, 0 Lord God Almighty.50 : ‘

Just as Molker cversstimate? sh+ physical powers and the porency

of humbm;s among African peoples, he underestimated the real power which
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had gravitated into the hands of vhiges as @ residt of tachnological
changes wrought In the wast since the ﬁenaissance and the matheﬂ;at!zation |
of sciahce, If, For fxa~;::1 2, {earning had originatad, &% he and other
black pcop'ﬂe contendad, with Ris _ancestors and heen passed on to white
people, whites had bu;tt a structure on African ﬂrst principles so
¥m=posirag that 1t was alrsady casting a lengthening shadow of conquest

T 1@?9& nunberﬁ of paople of color thraughout the worh:i.m Even /7
ghough he pTaced great salus on learning, the jack of such knowledge did
aot disturh the h;n.paccabﬂity of Walkerts logic, for what was tedmo-
?mlcai power before the Jet ermination of biacks and, more especially,
ﬂ‘ﬁ__{_’z_o! & Just God Cod‘?sz ‘

For all Ms inpense desive to se@ his peopie free, it was unthi-nk— _
able to Halker that peopt® of colar should leave America to Satisfv the
destres of those imargs{:wi in cotonizling them tn Africa or_eiseu#’ne.re. 7

Thus th-ul plan of Henry =127 and othér'd;éfea'dars of the American tolon- /df/
. tzatlon Socisty to co‘;'--;z& frea blacks in Africa ! met , In the ‘person of

ue guastioned Clay's mt\‘vatlan for _stating

e

" Walker, @ flerce antazss 3%«

—
that chrhﬂaniz\;, tosez-ur with nehe gres and civlliza\:'ion." should be

introduced EnmAfrtca. L 7__/'/ /”?‘

e —
( Herei_ask Hr. 5" %X wha‘: Wind of Christianlity? nid he
sman Such as Loey “3Ve anong the Americans = distinction,

whip, blood an2 m=oression? 1 pray the lord Jesus Christ

“py forklid Tt . - - =nes he care & pinch of snuff about

Africs whether |32 ~=Zalns a Yand of pagans and of blood .
. . ¢ 50 long 85 @ zats enough of her sons and daughters
to dig up gg]d 2=z sHver for him?

Yather moved <z T8 "‘gart of the Clay posltlon when he dealt with
the latter's fé?‘usé? “a &w barata upon the question of r.he emanc!patloh‘

of the slave. His a7 = * 5 was ong that had atrcady hecome classlic among
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biacks, that slaveholders wanted frea blacks removed in order the rndra
securaly to rivet tha chains of slavery on their brothers In the South,

“and consequently they would have more obedlent slaves' by pemoving the

’ expinﬁve erample and teachings of free hiacks.sl’ His charge against
—_— RGOS v

mrtM«e American ceﬁomzatim soclety would be summed up In a

word, hypoerisy, and It was that quality on the part of white America

. #5 a whole which drew from him one sarcastle denu_ncfatmn after another
- “this happy repubiic, or fand of Iibertyitilf; [Tlhis land of oppres-
ston but ‘pratenéed, ¥'ibertz!!§l!53 - ‘

im aplee of hfs _stmﬁg opposition to the "plots! 'o;f the American

folonizatlon Soclety, Halker dfd not complately rule out emigration for.

some of his peopls, mngurlng thcse whe would ieave to go to their "great**
@st earth!y friends and benefactors - the English.” Those not interested LO
In golng to England or In Forming "the residue of w?our&d peoplc" who
would remaln In Averlca until the final dls_positiar_u of slavery and race
pm}udic;;, wre ur;_:;e& to go to our brethre_rr; ‘the Haytl;ns" for protection
. and mforc.% Though he 4id not say no, It Is Tikely tﬁat e did not
ﬁant blacks to go to Africa aé that time, among dthe@* reasons , because
of tha' c:haos and torrﬁpt:icm wrought by the sla»;e trade, 2 trade In which
garteln daageneraze Africans were p?aﬁng key roles. ) '
hy Walker zhought England and Hatel would be wi”tng to rece[ve
sizeable numbars of blacks as permanent residents he did not fu!ly
explaln. There Is reason to belleve, as regards the English, that a
crucisl reason for his respect. for them stemmed from thelr

role iﬁ bpposing tha sia\ée trade. He admitted that the English 'have

oppressad us & Vittle and have colonies now tn the West Indies whlch



opprEss us sorefy.! rve,r: 5o, he thought the gEnglish had done 'one
huﬂdred times more" towards mitigating the pl!ght of blacks "'than al}
tha other nations of the earth put togather.” 27 nis reference to

Haitf within the context of iimited emgramon 1s more eas”y explained.

2z}

The ﬁaitiam. in kis opinlon, served as Ene the bost model of how black :
ORI, T S

M\ﬁ: they had_risen to ngﬂauhaulnmﬂggressors, to

IWQQJALWﬁMWMAMﬁdeM reason For emigration

Apart from enigration to Haitl or to Engiaﬁd, Walker adamantiy

opposed any 3uch mvﬁmnt of wis people from America, Jashing out at

the Amarican tolonfzation Society with the passienate anger véuch pre-
dominated among blacks during the entire existence of that csrganlzation.

But he represem;ed that type of black ¥eade%_profound_y_mgmd

e e T o

about Africa desp%te the fact that he opposed “general em!gratim of his

' peoph. 144] their ancestra! home. As would tater be the case with Garnet

e e

Eishop Henry Hc}lell Turnar and mher nationalists, waiker heid the view

that mricwzubﬂ—b!ack man's home than bt was the Wnitse the whites. ThaA
fatlure of whites io recogn?ze gnd protect the humanlty of black '
. paopie,from his aoirit: of view, in no way dm!nished the degree to
i which the country belongad to ‘thase whase Hbload ; and Htgrs_"@had -
A-enrlched tha %-;md. indeed, he picked up and developed in full a thema
whizgh had been axpounded at least as gariy as the periud shortly fol~ 23
 jowing the estabi!shment of the American Co!onizaﬂnn Society in 3816 ‘

tha v!ew thati Yacks had rore_than earned thelr c!t!zenshiﬁ that

-M

o their 1abor an& theEr suffaring had ssttled for al! time the gquestion
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. @f whather they had a right to be in America. | He repeatedly drew [ >

Catteption to the extent to which white wealth re'ste‘d upen biack /

H7god_and_sweat, to the role which blacks had played in helping to
bulid the country.
Lzt no man of us budge one step, and fet slava»haidarsi'
come to beat us From our country. America is mere
our country than it is the whites. . . . The greatest
riches fn all America have arisen from our blood aad
tears: ~ and wlll they drive us from our pmgerw and
. homes, which we have earned with our blood.?33
Since Be dl1d not consider all white people devils, Walker
believed cooparation possible with whites who opposed the oppressibn

of blacks, But Walker's version of cooperaflon with whites was

precisely that - Walkeris, with a meaning rooted deep within a

nationalist consciousness: a recognition of the need for blacks to "Z%

corbat those forces withlp thelr ranks which fontributed to sgif-

" hatred and disunity. “(T)hat we should co-operate with them, fwhites]

as far as we are sble by unfting and cul"tivatlnq-ispirit of friend-

ship and of lova among us, Ts obvious, from the very exhibltion of odr

miser!es, under which we gi’mm."m

Yalker's intersst in Friendshlp and love among blacks was

Integrally related to his recognition of thelr nced of self-confldence,
s confidence which would help them, among other things,” take “on thi
responsibliity of refuting white attacks on thelir humenity. ‘

. - y
for et no one supposa that the refutatTons which havae * 0'25
been written by our white friends are enough = they are
whites = we are blacks. ZWe, and the world wish to see
" the charges of .#r. Jofforsan [that blacks are Infertor} -
refuted by the blacks themselves, according to thelr .
chance ) for we mist remenbar that what the whites have
w‘?tt_an'?cs;:ecting this subject, 1s gther man's labours
and did not emanate from the blacks,
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in the process of advancing the Idea of black intellscrual

hegermony, Walker renewsd an 0!& quarre] batween blacks and Thcrras

[
Jefferson, @ dispute that went at least as far back as Benjamin

. ‘ ‘ Banneker's fetter to Jeffersom In 1791, Just as Banneker had assured
defferson that he was proud to number himself among those Africans

Yof the deepest dye,“ﬁz Yalker calfed attention to miflions of mis-

5 gulded vhites who

are this day, so ignorant and avariclous, that they can-
not concelve how Cod can have an attribute of jJustice,
and show mercy to us because it pleased Him to make us
black - which colour, Mr. Jefferson calls unfortunate,

« « « A% though we are not as thankful to our God, for
having made us as it pleased himself, Z they, (tha
whites} are for having made chem white.83

Vatker added that whites, because they hald biacks in stavery,

thought they wished "to be white but they are dreadfully deceived”
2 since biacks preferred to be }Qst 3; they were made by thele c.reator'-. o {
| " As he was,(oftan given to de!ng_, ha left_ Tittle doubt as to 'hi.s pere’ f

sonal position on this matter, a.'emark{ng that if aﬁyone wanted to \.

know who he was "know the world, that | am one of the a’-ppresséd, ) .

degraded and wretched sons of Africa, rendered so by the avaricious
and unmerciful, among the whites.% But what was as fmportant as his .
aﬁessmm: of how he thought biacks felt about the tharge of wanting

 to be white was his view that they should not want to be\ the irgitial"

nalism must be constructed. . O
dot the least of the labors tc ba _performed by | E%lacks ‘then, )

_ -.
was the successful struggle for@altectual hegemony. ‘Central to 02_( &

pmm?se upon whlch any systen. of b!ack nati
8 Hpon which [ of Black ha

this task was, he contendad, :he raccrdfng/;rf the American experience,

the wrtting of the history cni’ the country. Walker sald that the "Lord
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“shall ralse up comred historlanh tn succuedlng gbneratwns" viio would

“present the crimes of r.his nation bafore the eyes of a gazing world. "35

Hot to ta_ke such a pos'i‘tion wauld have meant that alker acccpt:ed ‘the

Ameyican versfon oF her réality; the American value disPe'nsation, and would

have ﬂegated the need for his advocacy of an autoncmous | vision for

MMMMM QS C/ij'i

paap]e of color in Amnca.

in sp‘ite of’ the great suffering of people of African descent, a
suffering brought on in part by their failure to remain in the proper
reﬁatﬁonship with God, thefr eroubles would one day come to an end,
Walker prophesied, "'En spite of all the Kmericans thls side of etemetx

When that day arrived btacks would need “all the !eam!ng and talents

Q(e

PO _‘._,,_.Aum_.w__\.w il ——

among ourselves, and perhaps more, in ordar ta qovers ourselves . He %
added that “Every dog must have ‘its day, the American's Is comi’ng/to’an
end."ss‘ Further, and thls was one of the very few %nstances AR which
he referred to mMﬂlﬂﬂnﬁmﬂmﬁ@Mnr he predicted
that the *ens)aved chitdren of Africa will have, in spite of atl their
anemies, to take thelr stand among the nations of the earth.."s‘} {tralics
added. ) ?bey would be repald for all of their suffering and miseries,
and would one day govern themelves a8 & black nation. ’
Walkar cxpectad peaple of color of every ‘languag«, ﬁatiﬁn, and
tongua to secure & COPY of his _E_E‘Ei!_ and read it, or get somsone to
road It for them, God was iistening to the mans;nf peoplc of ¢olor, and
it would not be long before they would bz anabled in the most extended

sense of the word, to stretch forth thefr hands to the Tord,
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provided, of course, people of color made an effort to )iberate
themselves,

i advanced {t therefore to you, not as a robiematical,
but as an unshaken and for ever. immvable%ct, that
your full glory and happiness, a5 well as all other
coloured people under Heaven, shatl never be Fully
consunmated, but with the entire emancipation of your
enslaved brethren all over the-worid. . .. 0T greatest
hiappiness shaji consist in working Tor the salvation of
our whole body. Yhen this is accomplished a burst of
glory wiil shigg upon you, which will jndeed astonlsh you
and the world. - ’

Unilke some nationalists who followed M:ﬁ, Watker never really
wnﬁende:d, desplee his argument Vt‘nat white-peof;le in t!';e U.S. are the
ratural ememlies of blacks, that blacks could never secure freedom and
justice In America, and thereﬁ;re that lorgs numbérs of them might

heve to lesve the country to find freedom. Hor dld he rule out the

possibility of fﬂ_fﬁ‘re cooperation between the races ng_ﬁmi-ic_a once

tiberation and semedegree of ;i-.lif--.ggyernmpt had been won by hlacks.

Walker was, perhaps'uhely, not al togeth;}‘"cj_ean and certaihly not
.

.
. preeise, regarding the form of government which s‘hqs{!d praval l, after

tiberation. -

{Wye ask them for nothing, but the rignts of man, wiz. -
 for them to set us free, and treat us tike men, ond
thers will be no longer, for we will Jove and respect
them, and protect our gountry =~ but cannot consclentiously
do these things UntiT Thev treat us Iike men. . . o
Treat us like ren, and there is no danger but we will al}
Jlye In peace and happiness together. For we are not Tike
vou . . . unforgiving., « .+ Treat us Vike men, and we will
be your friends. And there is not a doubt In my mind, but-
that the whole of the past will be sunk tnto obiivion, and
we yet, under God, wiil becomz a united and happy people.
_The whites may say It is Imposs,!?le but remembar that
nothing s impossicle with uod.” t%:alics added)

o

Hith that statament Walker lzj!d down what would become cardinal

pracepts for most nationallsts who followed him: fhege should be no
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defanse of ths country untl!l the country is willing to defend biacks;

g

g there ¢an be no real love of country wotil respect is extended to those

wher %suff’er at the hands of whi te Americans cmtf’ t?ﬁere can be no friend= - -

ship ar geagg with whites until blacks are treated as men. But Walker

pressed the Essue beyond that point, insisting on the necessity for

atonsment or repentence before Mpeace and happiness among whntas and-
PE

blacks can be established.” “The Americans,” he said, must make a

“mational acknowledgement to us for the wrongs they have inflicted on
‘m.“m , 7 l

But what did Ha&l:-:er mzan by a "un‘a‘ted aﬁd happy people?” _L-ike
pationatists following kim Tt i3 Flkely ‘that he would have been willing
to see Mricans, biack and white, as “one people,”™ provided blackﬁ had
sone sign!ﬂcant infiuenze in determining the ‘direction in which the
COuntry muld mve,_pmviaed in short, America ceased being 2 white
LOUBLEY Wth‘his wii"iingn-ess to see his people secure Hbaration
M%r%ca. Yalker was one of the F¥rst natmnaiists not to make
the fmadom "of'b!acks contingent cxclusivety on the formataoﬁ or éevel-

e

opment of 2 ‘nation cf their pwn,/ Horeover, !t is ;'Iea :-that ha wanted

to ses black people enter American society on terms that would preserve

. e

them a3 & peoplc and accord tw in the new dispensation. -
e il

i This much s clear from & reading of the M But it is po less clear
that his bglief in lthe poss!blllty of whites and blacks in America !!ving
in harmﬁy' was a very, very minor thema in the Appeal, possibly because
it was ?redicated on a basic changa taking place in white hehavior and

attioudes tward hilack poople. whllé Ualker thought such & development

'_pa-.sslble with God's lnte-rcas‘slon'._ it is evident that he considered the
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virtual d‘est_:'ruction of whife Arzrica more ilkel‘:"‘-' There was no nead
Zar him to be exhaustive sbout the refationships which might obtain
batween whites and blacks when the eerie promise af the Appaal, for

o
whites, was of probable doom, e

Though Walker was obvicusly .nﬂuenced by western thought,

would be a mistake to conslude that his revoit, pelitical and sgnri:ggi

was grounded pflmanly in @ wﬁste v;orxd v!aw, in Eumpean pa!!tica! and

theological sources. There was more to his, mssage than that, for, it

was he who presented white peopie‘z, e th appmpr!am qualnfications, 85

the grim persccutors the natural foes of Afrlean peoples, and Et vas
“on thaﬁ distingkly un-American basis that he called his people to
) reslstaﬁca or revoiution JA refc;enc,e to the Declaration of indepsn-
dence at the end of his Appeal, though caleulated to provide a contert
m whiich the black man‘s'; cause would be more readily understood or even
supported by whites, was not the decisive basis established In his
-F;icendlary documant for revolur.fcnary violence, though the Dec'laraii-on
was doubtless !m;oked for'{:hat purpose too.-“

it was wE.r.h no small irony, then; that a .-m_rport;er for Freaedom's
.Eournai had In 3827 refarred to a meating of "nespéctabia ‘mar:a of colour”
having taken place a: the home of David Malker. indeed, two years ?a;'.er.
with the appearanca of his Appeal, Walker was considered so notorious at
the South that a "reward” was being offered for van Perhaps never
bafore‘h@d there boen such a brooding, uncompromising attack on Amarican

siavery, and pgrhapé seldom | ever had thers besn such an assault on
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Amcrican pretensions to being a democracy, preclseh} at the time whan,.

it has been saﬁd, fndrew Jackson was eultivating a new flowering of

freedom for the comwon man.

Since its pubhcaticm near!y a century and a half ago, h’a%kar's
Appeal has gaken on something of the qualtty of the primordial, some-
t‘hing t:af the ery of outrage for all wrongs suffered by Africans at the
‘hands of whites since tha firse transaciion of oppression between the

two paoples. In other words, there is sormething about the character

of his erltique which Is original, which provldes' through the ldeclogy

of Afrtcan autonomy, 3% subsequent nationalists would démnstrate, both

8 Wpartum and a point of arrival for proponents of black
nationsilam, 'n his beffef that people of AFrEcan ancestry in the
Amzricas were no less Afr!can thar. theirrbmth'ers in the ancestral
‘hosr;sa, in his recognition of their'cmmn history as captives and
s:hatr.als of white men, and in his passicnate avowal of the imperativa
- read for revolt whcrever African peop%as ware found, David Walkar was

parhaps the greatest advocats of total African Hberat%on produced

anywherve in the ninetesnth century.




2. HENRY H!GHLA“!D GARMET AND THE AMBICUITIES
OF BLACK NATIONALISH
.
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1¢ there were people who found Walker's Appeal unsettling, there

ware also those for whom the Appeal, as an uncompromising expression of

black disaffection, was a greatly respected document. Perhaps Henry High=

fand Garnet more ‘than any other black, with the pcssuhfe except!on of
¥at Turner, was {nfivencad by Walker 5 \«»o-m-d:s.i In time he published
the uggg_g_l'together with a statement of his own against slavery which,
while failing to generate as much fear, large,ﬁy because it had not been '
pub} Ished and circu!a‘ted until Five years after 1t was framed prohably ) |
had‘ greater Impact upon black leadeyship than the __p_E_g_a_l__ And like the l

 themé of revolt in Halker 5 Appezl, Garnat's Address To The Slaves con~

tains an md‘lortat!on to Insurrection which has overshadored, for oS &

suthorltlas, the strong eferant of natwnalim in that and other

writings of the man. As thera ware obvious Ideological simifarities

betwean the two men, o too were the formative Infiuvences on them in
some ways Jargely the same., . ‘
in faéz, Garnet’s backg@md and exper!énces had prepared him
to Jook upon much of Walker's mes sags with favor. &n the very vear : -

2

that Walker's pamph!at efectrified 1arge secticns of t,he natian sending

forth currents of _fgar, Garnee s family, having escaped from s?avery,
was fpald & visit by siave-hunters who had discovered and invaded their S i
ratreat, causing his father In escaping to leap From the rooF of thelr ‘ S
twe—story homa. And though h!s mother barely managed to elude tha | o

hunters, hls sister was arrested and tried as a "fuglitive from labor.”

' She was released when her tatibi" - of having been in residence In tha

27 I - L.
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cily of New York at the time she was accused of beung a s!ave In Mary=
Jand - proved perSuaSave.S: The slave-hupters stole or dnstroyed a!l OF
tha furniture of the Garnet's, obliging the family to start !ife anew,
empty-handed. wThis news fell Tike a clap of thunder,’ wrote Br, James
#cCune- Smith, upon the' fourtesn year oid Garnet, rous!ng him "alnost 0
madness.” He purthased 2 large knife, Ycarried it in his hand and
stprd%ly marched pp Broadway, wafting and hoping for the assault of the
men-hunters.“k _
_ Courageous though ghe youth Qas, that quality of cﬁaracter.
though important in undarstandlng him, provides but parﬁiél insight
inte his personality. A-number of forces fmpinged upon h?m, and the
effects of some were singularly beﬁefsciat, especially In preparing him
for a 1ifetime of dedication to Africa. He found Yarge numbers of black
people In Mew York who, llke those a? Boston during the 1820°s, still
regarded themselves as Africans. Morsover, the black conmunatv of Hew
York, yzcars before the Garnet®s sett!ed thera, had estabiished somee
thing of 2 natEonafIst tradition which, it §s quite possible, was not
wminfluenced by the traditions of West Afrlcan sccaetles.s Organizations
with the word African in the!r citfes were supported by relatively large
numbeps of men and women who sometimes dispiayed boldness in parad%ng
through the rac%al!y hostf?e city carrying banners which afflrmed thelr
bumanity, VYeasily thrusting aside the small impediments fwhite paople}
which blocked thelr way.”s

The. Garnets had been among the flow of gslaves across the Mason=

Dixon Bine which added to the New York African compunity some of the

.bast enargtes of the South = men and women ®in search of freedom, or’
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ascaping‘frbm attempts at insurrecti{m."’ or. Jares HcCune Smith, a close
a:socliate of Garnet and a major figure of the ant‘iﬂslavery cruéade who
knew well the Hew York African cc-rmumtg described some of the men a3
"secure in their manhood" and possessing a "feeling of indopﬁ-ﬂdence
'qua!itses for whh:h farnet would beccme widely known. 7 this was probably
true of his classmates ‘whom he later met at Oneids institute. Perhaps
never before of sinﬁe has such & distinguished array of young black men
of talent matriculated st the gsame _sr.h'oeis' at the same time.

As dote as 1827 relatively large numbers of West indian blacks
were being drawn tz:; Kew York Clty, together with native born people of
eolor and a substantial nurber of Affic-ans vt hﬁwﬁd@-@j&

. passags. The threa groups, reprasenting every state in the union, st
wnder conditions espec-iai‘iy wnducive te fostering I amng thes,
to enhandng theif hatred of siavery and, far rore perhaps than they

realizsd; to rglnfsrclng shared cultural tralss whils lawering some of

thW; ‘he celabration of How York's emancipation
Act of 1827 was the magnate which caused the various comruni ties of
blacks, In adqitlcm te those ajready residing In N:..-w York, to gravigate
gogather to pa!rti-cipam tn % colorful parade led by "the New Yark
Mri‘caﬂ Society for Hutual Ee]ief."g . .

én that occasion Garnet found himself & gart-!cipaﬁt-ﬂbsewer at
@ scene wh‘lch had been enac_te:d in varying ways countiess times during
the mﬁa than two ;enturles' o? skwery in Amrica. mm‘oars of the African
diaspora were drawn together In one couniry. Buring that. time, America
had been mefc!iessly hammsring out thelr differences on the anvii of

oppression, crgatlng,ess_entially ana people in language and culture. But
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dwﬂng Garnet's youth, as frosh bmports of Africans from the mothar=
fand and from the Caribbean were brought In, the three groups were
easlly ‘identifiabje,’ ésﬁecfaﬂy on eccasions such as the Emancipation
celebration:. } |

The side-walks were crowded with the wives, daughters,
£isters, and mothers of the celebrants, representing

every state In the Union, and not a few with gay ban-

danna handkerchiefs, betraying their West tndlan birth:
nelther was Africa itself unrepresented, hundreds who '
had survivad the middie passage . . . joined in the :
b Joyful procession. The people of those days rejoicad : L
B fn thelr nationality and hesjtated not to call each ) L
other ‘Africans' or ‘descendants of Africa.f |

Garmt’s-attitu&a toward Africs, togethar with his basic cont=
mitement to the liberation of his geople sverywhere, seems 1o have been

determined by hiz twelfth year, If not sosewhat soconer. But he had a

move dirsct and éersonai connaction wi th Africa. Only two generations V

removed from the ancestral Home,' Garnet's g}andfather had been an

African chief and w‘arr!ar,j indeed, it was sald that he had "the bloo&

of a long Yine of chieftalns in his veins,” the knowledge of which
undoubtedly provided some 'fﬁsplracion ‘Forl him to become & leader of
his peepie.”. Reputed to be of purs ;ﬁfrican- blodd and,; sccording to

ane white =ditor, of "full, unmitigated, unal laviatgd,‘. and uﬂp-:urd@onable
rb!éckness," Garnet - took pr%éa in his Afr!éan h’eri.raga. ‘?erhéps bacause
of his youthful feelings of closeness to Africa and his sense of security
rééarding his color while young, he dld not feal the need to creat-ez &
mystique of blackness or even 0 indulge in debates over what black -

peopiy should zall skerselyes Rt - ‘ ) _ g
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“fhough Garnet's early experiences were such that the eventuai worklng
out of a natlonalist position on hls part seemed quite possible, even
probable, his first major speech before a meeting commerarating the i

seventh annlversary of the Ameerican aﬁtijgiggggx“igngEX_éjscfcsed [

and then rather inconclusive, undlcat‘ons of anything bordering on
" matlonallst sentiments. In fact, that maiden speach, given §ﬁ 184G, ean | - \
be sald te have been cne which ceflected considerable falth in the ‘ .
uitimate translatian into reality éF the principles upan which the countey
allegadly was founded. Unlike Bavid waikerarcarnet s assessment of Amer=
fean institutfons did nﬂt, in bis speech, reflact revulsion and sterm
'aifenat%un, and 1t betrayed l!tt!a of the explosive fury of his wost
famous speech, ana that gaused ar outery in bnth biack and vhite
- gircias three yeasrs hence. in short, he appears fo have begun, tike se | .
many @zhcrrnationalists, deeply éedlca:ed to the dréam of an Bmerica free //>/<ff
of siavery and racé‘prejudice, of black and white peopie working out @ '
‘eopmon destiny In 5 common country., 13
Hhiie Garnet, In addressing :he abalitlonists, displaye& great
réspact for the founding fathers, he evinced anything bu: reverence far
thalr descendants, ccmplain!ng “in ghe most unqualified tarms, of the
past conduct of thelr degenerate sons." tF he pardoned the revolution=
ises For aot plalnly “see!ng in the first downing of the day of Hiberty, *
+all parts of their patrtotlc duty
‘now that we have reached the Eid ~day of our: ‘natfanal
caveer - now that there are ten thousand suns Flash=<
ing 1ight upon aur pathway, this nation ts gutlity of

ghe basest hypocrisy In withalding the rights due to
‘willions of Anerican citizens.
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. Garnet procesded td'ciafﬂaAmer!can,titizenship Fo? biack peépie
on the grounds that they defended the country in times of paril, pro~
yided, thrﬁugh theipr enslavement, iefSure for whites to fmprove them—.
selves in }literature and scignce, exeéctsad a rellglon which taught o )

them to endure much and suffer Tong, and through their labor turned "a -

- wildeeness into a frultful fi%!d."‘ﬁ‘ Only in a feﬁ places In his speech

did he suggest that the Falth of his black fathers, of those whe fought

for the coustry In the Revolutlonary War and in the War of 1812, mighe : |

have been misplaced, aimest an essential Qtep ajong the road to that

disaffaction which leads to biack mationailsm. BId the black mert who
fought for America Fight snd bleed as feols or as‘wiss-man? he asked.

 They have gone to their rest, many of them with thelr
brows all marked with wounds received in fighting the
battles of liberty, while their backs were furrowed by
the ¢cruel scourge. Unfortunate men! They knew not
that thale children were to be irrolated upon the altar
of slavery = altars erected upon thelr very graves . . .
But what shall be sald? Shall we blame these men, and
say that they slew thelr own interasts? Mo sir, if the
revolutlion was right, they have dons nobly . . o

In & word, America was the biack man's country, won with blood

and tears. Here was a pesition, procialmed earliar by Walker, from

which Garnet would not reteeat, even after moving fully into the sphere

of black nationalism nearly a decada fater. In his expression of falth

In the wisdom of both the founders of the country and his black fathers

who féught to preserve and protect Amarica, he had stated what was for i
him a bédrock pr!nélp!e, one to which he would continue to subscribe

throughoﬁt his political career. Though this speech was largely oriented

toward Amarican principles and Snstitut!ons; there were Intimations of

deaply bankéd burnings of radlcallsn bangath lts somatimes serens
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ideologlcal surface. From those daptﬁs'burst forth fiery Indictments

te stand {n strange juxtaposition to most of his orstory of the day.

| would hold up before you covenants wiritten with

bBiood, that might have been placed in the ark of

the natlon's glory, but which have been seized by

the oppressor’s hand, and torn to pieces by his

scourge. § would call you to IT1sten to the shrill

sound of the plantation horn, that comes leaping )
 from the South, and finding an echo ever beneath ) A
‘eur northern hills. in a word | would direct your : vl
attention to a pile of wrong and natlonzl disgrace,
and shame, as high as heaven, o

At the end of his spegch Garnet =lected to mention Afrlica, and
then Im a eontext withrwh!ch hé would Yater becqmé cToﬁe}y associated,
that of amlgration.“gaiﬁing 6? prophecy, he asserted that he would )
never subsceibe to cmigration; preferring = to "the gentle winds that
. whispaep of freedom among the groves ‘of Africa’ - belng a stranger to
freedom during his pligrimage below 1f it “cénqot be found in my own

native iand.“'s

-

In his Address to the Slaves in 1843, a rather different Garnet = W.
from the man who addressed the Anti-5lavery Convention in 1840 seems to
emarge directly out of thé context of his youthfu} resistanﬁe to oppres~
sion and devotion t6'peop!edef African descent. Those portions of his
thought three years earller which sesmed to stand out soiawkwardiv agalnst .
thaf.baﬁkgroond:apﬁear, in his exhortation to the élaves, to be consumed 7
in the fire of ﬁis_ragé against slavery and the dafeﬁéers of that system,
ﬁe'remarksd that Christians disclosed to “the first of our Injured race

‘Brought to the shores of Americe . . . the worst features of corrupt and

sordld hearts," and convinced them that no robbary and no villainy were
' 19

too abhbrrent, no cruelty too great for men driven by avarice and Jusg,
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The Africans, “Frcm ¢heis beloved native fand,' wers p'ﬁung’d into forced
isbor and "deep degradatfon.” Garnet spoke of the wgress Pnconsistency™
c;F a peo;ﬁé ensiaving others after having come to America seeking free-
dom, of humanlty nyupplicating with tears" for the liberation of “the
children of Africa,” af the colonists having won independence only to add

Snew iinks ‘to our chains."m

Garnat’s references to Africa during the course of the relatively

bried speech are positive, and seem to reflect genuine pride in that cor~

‘tinent. In conjuring the slaves to rise and destroy the institution of i

stavery, he cited Joseph. Cinque’s heroics on board the Amistad in eman= 5
e Fl

clpating & ship-load of Afrlcans. Glnque, fhe cald, Trow sings of Iiberty
n the sunny hills of Africa and beneath. his native pa‘ﬂm-trees,, where he

haars the Yton roar and fea'ﬁs himself as free as that king of the for-'

i esa:,"m gven when not discussing dedds of grandeur by Africans of L“‘-.

E§,ﬁqm:"& stature, Africa was no place of unrelieved savagery for Gamet. [k
Thus, he contended that the “entutorsd African" roaming Er;s the wilds of \
the Conge loved Hbérty as much as the Pnice discerning pollitical " ) ‘l
economiste,” that It was a3 wrong for b!acks to ba heid in slavery as it !
was fqr "The man thief to steal oue ancestors from the coast of Afruca, . )

that blacks s_.h.quid thare?ore yse the same Kind of resistance that was ‘ !

Just with thelr ancastors *tshen the bloody foot-prints oF the first |
remorsetess soul~thief was pEaca& upon the shores of our fathcrland.“zz | : | .
An aspect of his bieéd of matlonalism, clearly evident from 1848 untlt ;
his death = the riqht o? b!acks to seak the estabiishment of a najtl!un . ;
elsewhere while rcma!n!ng unflagg!ng ln thelr lnslstence th-at-ﬁ\mer{ca I8

tholyr home and cltizenship thelr sacred right - was foreshadowed in his
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Buffalo speech of 1843: "“Think of the undyling glory that hangs sround

the anclent name of Africar = and forget mot that you are native-born

#American eitizens, and as such, you are justly entitled to a!llthé
rights that are granted to thé freest.”23 {italics added.)

Barnet sharad Walker's belief in the power of black men, though -
he did not join Walker in positing superhuman strength for people of
African ancestry. He spoke substantial truth, in ref!ecting on the
ehrysical prowess of blacks, when he noted that thelr sternest energies
had been developed through the severe trial of bondage,

Stavery has doné thls, to moke you subservient to ks

own purposes; but ‘ft.-has done more than this. It has

grepared you For any emmrgency. IF you recéive good

treatment, it Is what you could hardly expect; | f you

meet with paln, sorrow, and evan death, these are the

eommon lot of the siaves . . . Amohg the diversity of

opinions that are entertalned in regard to physical

resisténce, there are but a few found to gainsay thﬁt

stern declaration. We are arong those who do not.?

White 1t Is true that black natlonalists sometimes had & tendency
to exaggerate the power of blacks, it is not unfair to note that soms
were giwén'ta excesses at the other end of the spectrum, of assessments
of black manhood which were almost the equivalent of the view that
slavery praéti:a!iy‘dehumanfzed their peopje. Hot éurpr!s!ngi}, Garnek's -
analysfs of his people was o exceptlion. As he surveyed Fouf;millfon;

- fia did not see many who were willing to resise, Rather, he viewed and
was horrified by black men who altowed their wives to be deflled before

. thelr vary ayes, thelr sisters o bz driven iﬁta concubinage, their child-

ety zrles oo ro Tnheﬂﬂﬁd.ZS Fut his judcmert nf the appressors of

blacks was stern and antrnchrng: The overlords were damangad, splrituaily

and psychologlealiy, by the opprassor-oppressed relationship; they were
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“ipearnate davils! who had “cursed themselves' and ''the earth which they
have trod,” {ltalics added,} fin his opinion, Just as the Blacks were
strong, the whites were "weak.” IF blacks were being forced 1o sétisfy

the lusts of the overlords, then whites were the “sensual® ones.26

if
) Garnet’s Addre-ss sharply ralsed a2 point of contention betweén
blacks inciined toward nationalism and whites who felt that the fdeo~
logical stance of blacks must samehow be ratified by them, Nfs. thesis
.that the bime had_-com for vicience, that arn-resistance was Yridliculous
and not to be thought of“ by the slaves met with an angsy lamd condescending
response fFrom Maria Weston Chapman. A poet, Glarrlsenlan abolitionist and
aditor pro tem of the Liberator, she chas.tlsed Gamet' for joining the; Lib~
erty party and for his advocacy of \-r!alence.. vhile apﬁroving the behavior
of those who apposed-htm,‘she ascribed the basest motives to Garnst and
his followars. He resgonded to Hiss Chapman by saying that he could
sehink on the subject of human rights withaut ‘counsel,’ either from the
g of the“uast Vor the women of the fast. I.hét he was “one black American
whfs dam to Speak boldiy on the subjact oF universal Hberty nt?
!‘a‘amet‘s display of daring in advocating open reballlon amng the

ls%w&s a2t & time when men as (nfluentlal a3 William Lioyd Garrison and
Erederfci boﬁg?ass ware advancing moral suasioﬁ as the best means of
affectlﬁg 2 resolution of the pr'dblam of siavery eliclted obpasit!an :
" from a hast of black Aboi?tien]ﬂs in attendvmlco at the Buffale Cnﬁvé-n-
ﬁion; But the fack that his resolution supporting the desirab!llw of

slave rcbﬂll!ons ﬂear!y carr!ed attests tha conslderable Impact cf his




ideas and parsonal:ty upony black i\bo]ft!omsts 28 Consldering the degree
te which maﬁy of thc black Abolitionlsts wers dependent on the Garrison-
‘lans for Aboilitionist strategy, the support of nearfy half of the Con-
vention for Garnet's resolution muse be regarded as an affirmation of

independent thought for biack. -people, as a contribution toward a measure -
3

of bYack mationalism as s means, §F not the end, of liberation.

Far more Important thaw the exchange with Miss Chapman, howsver,
had been Frederick Douglass® Fight against the adoption of Carnat's reso~

lution, which was undoubtedly tha key to securing fes defeat. It s
quite ¥lkely that the long and apparently Yrreconciiable rift hetween the
two men dated from that ﬁuffa!o encaunter of 1863, Bouglass & non-
msistaﬂzz and generally regarded as the leading hiack flgure in the
Abollitionlst movement, & decade later wou?d not only come out for vi‘alen;ce
but for using political parties as a means oé advancing the cause of
abolitionism, positlons For which he, Hiss thapsdn and otf:crﬁ had big-

. ter!y' assailed Garnet. But the Buffalo clash between Bpﬁglass_ and
Garnet was but 3 curtaln ralser for ather passages of arms between these
glants of the black Abolitionist movement,

| Earﬁei'& work on the loce,ni'!eve! revealed as much about his
political ph”osophy as his ac:Evlties at natIonal meti’ngs suck ag the
one at Buffalo. Huch of his work was carried out under auspicas of the
convention movemant of tha state of Hew York, ln a report drafted for

the Fifth Annua? Convention of the Co!orcd Ci’tlzens or :hat state, he

urged hls penple o patmnlm zhosa ﬁmng them wha were engaged ln Pusge
ful handlcrafes® and, more impﬁrtantiy, to become the awnars uF tand

and Ythe founders of towns and vliiagas.“go Though he did- not ﬁay'sa;
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there is every reason to Believe that he had Tn mind blecks governing
these towns and w!!agesg This thesis s consistent with nis belief,
given full expression la_mr; that blacks must be free 1o datcrﬂne thair
won destiny. 7

Typical oflsamei’s efforts on behalf of bfiack_ sutonomy was the
gale he played in the Eurwént-ian Hoyemant's attempt to establish @ l
pational Negro press at thair matiﬁg o Troy. Hew York, in 1847.
Garnet, James Hclune Smt ¢h, Alexander crummell, and Charies L. Reason
were among those who Ie& the fight to institute the press. This effort
. was opposed by Frederick pouglass on the figor of the coﬂvention and
tsver In the North Star, which ted some of’ the deiegates to charge him
with se!fiéhness.n Had a national black press been created and financed
by-m.ﬁs_cks, Iz would have hean a significant institutlonal de:veh:ément
wizhin the Afro-Ammrican community, since other Begro newspapers depended
~ heavily én white flnancial support 1o SEay alive. )

, garnet was not atond if.n believing that the probiems of peoq)fe of
eolor could be Succass%’u'ﬂy resoived in America while recognizing the
value of black peop?e creaﬂng and controlling institutians of theis mm
flozens of leaders beheved as much, 3 But ‘these forces within Gamet,
g5 the years passed, seermd to be hetd in dialectlcal tension, as
‘j1iustrated in one cof his mosk !mportanr; sgatements, one In which he
gave significant attention to the Afr!c,a:s in diaspora. Wricing in 1858,

his treatrﬁent of the West indlan dimension of the black experisnce was

such a8 to brrely suggest 2 tipp!ﬂg of the balance, 2 puss.ibie. {denlogical

turn in his thfnklng, one whlch would he fully evinced‘ a yeor Eatar. A

key statement preflgured his coming interest in enigration and the need
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For the accumulation of Targer and larger amounts of power in the hands
of #frican peopies:

Hine hundred thousand of these peopié are enjoy?a;:‘g

thelr freedom in the British West India Isles . . .

while in Haytl we have an independent population of

mearly & miliion. Possessing a land of unsurpassed

fertitity, thazy have but to turp. thelr attention

manfully te agricultural pursuits and Tt will shine

forth the brightest isle that slumbers in the arms

of old ocean.23 (ltalics added.)

fonsidering his sarly exposure to West Indiaﬁ and African bischs,
it is clear that GarnetAmde tittle or no distinction berweeﬁ blacks inm
the U.S. and Haitlan blacks, that he felt that Haiti belonged to all
people from Africa, and that the possibility of a better tife for some
might be in the offing there. HIs Interest in the suffering ancestral
home and In Africans abrood was deep: "0 Africal thou has bled; freely
bied, at overy porel Thy sorrow has been mocked, and thy grief has not
been headed. Thy children are se:attared over the whole earth, and the
great nations have been enriched by them W3 '

Garnet bel Ievad that overseas AFrican& had been grmt!y cripptecs
by dismiw wtth!n thaeire ranks.‘ He wunded this theme and, like Walkar,
m?& not permit his peoph to abdicate responslb!ﬂty for d\anglng '
thelr eondlition. He presented 2 full 1isy of problems affecting them ~
party feuds and dlssensians, idolakry and sectarianism from chose
supposadly dedicated to God, endless disputes aver what they should call

themselves, the drawing of the color ilne within the group, and the

axpenditure of huge sums of mﬁe_y of empb} display. He suggested that

" whlte such avils may have arisen fraar slavery, they are fagradizsats with-—

out which that oppressive condition would not exist, 1f black people as

V/

y
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much 23 was in their power, he noted, did not dzst;’oy tha evils then
blacks would be covered with much of thelr own Biasd.gs
?é-etthe.r Ga: inet’s black nationalism nor his love of American
instltutions should be taken at Face va!ue, for there was much com-
plexity beneath both, He behe\féd that "this repubhc, and this eon=
¢inent, ars zd be the theater in which the grand drama of our "triuvmphant
ﬂaﬁtiny- {5 o be enacted,” that the West "is destined o be filled with
E;MIE_CE:"B& Yet regarding the possibility of Héxim being annexed
to the .5, and subject to the irntc.*usion of. the "biack" flag of slavery, i
he remarked that he would not despair of the success of tiberty in tﬁe
hémisyﬁem T# Hexico were annexed to the United States: "'For ome 1 - ok
would welcome my dark-browed and liberty-loving brethren to our em |

brace. Aye! Let them come with the population of seven and 3 half mil-

!ﬁ.éns.'f‘ He thought one Fifth of the. pecpie of Hexico white, two Tifths
!ﬂd!ans, and twa fifths of them "biar.k,-and mined races."37
beiighte& at the pmspcct of adding mifiions of pecple of ce‘lor
= ped, black snd brown - to the Amrican population Garnet, at this B:Ime
‘w‘a.ﬁ z very special kind qf amalgamationist, [f amalgamationist at aif. '
1t §s evident from this position that even his conception of the future
-paclal makeup of Amerlca sharply reflected the Videolng‘icai. te&slofn wigh=

in, but the matter was belng resolved In favor of greater reliance on

people of color, .one which woul-d reach major proporttoﬁs within the next ‘ a

decade., | S _ = IR
‘ Hearwhlile, Garnet was not'prépared to see an exodus of biacks - /
from Amerlea. He rejected the possibiifty, on the grounds that it was o

o7

“too Jate, ‘of seeing the whole of his people "ra-cotonlzed back to our
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fathariand.” Black and white people loved each other tou much fvr-that
to ocﬁur. #ature and clreumstances had decreed that the two proples
would remain together. §Ff ‘coiured-pe;.ople should all consent to feave
America “thers would be sore lamentations, the 1ike of which the worid
has not heard-siﬂ;e fachel wept for har children, and would not be

somfcerted because they wers not.“3 8lack people were already colonizad,

planted In America, and ,wheth_er the motives of those who wanted them p

colonized slsewhere wers good or evil the schemz was utopian, impossible N

of realization. While the indian was retreating before the approach of
the vhite man, falling "jjke trees on the grbund in which they flrst took ‘ ‘

root, and un the soil which thelr foliage once shaded,™ colored paopia, )

even though eolonized in a foretgn land, “have clung to and grown with

thelr oppressors, as gha wild Tvy enm!nes with every tribe from Cape

Hom to Frozen (Jv::»aan."39 Within a year,, however, Garnet altered his
position on em!gratioﬂ, Bringing It into !?ne' with selective emigrationlses . i
before him,&g - . ' ‘

‘tha elements of nationallsm had been present In !;tls 1843 Buffalo
speech, In his Past and Preﬁen; Address, im his gereral posture of leader=

ship and in prograrns for improving the black community, Bt was not uatii

1859 that Garnet embarked on a more complete program of nationalism, one
which comd ined selectiva emigrationism and the strengthcning of pravious
tendencles toward 3 nationalist progras for the U. 5. These objectives o
wors substantially complementary, avolving out of Ms eariier position. ;/

Bat the nev Idmicglta! ‘departure did rud counter to his earlier rejectlon .

of dny #lnd ﬁf emigrationism, @ rcje.ctlan which, considering hils previous

tles with Af_r!caris and West Indians, can perhaps pest be explained on tha ' ir
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grounds that emigration was so closely assoclated in his mind and the
_minds of others with the American Colonization Society.
In any case, during the initial stages of his advocacy of emigration,

Giarnet restated the cltizenship-rights of his people and began developing

e

his p@s!é?on along lines that would provide the classlc defense for sig- e

_mificant numbers of blacks of talent Yeaving America = to bulld a strong ﬁ/
black state which would elevate the im;ge and status of black people’ '
tﬁrowghéu: the worid.ks in éffect, the dedicated emigratfonist would be
¢#ighting on two fronts, not abandoning his brothers and sisters In
fimerica. in time Garnet honed this concept to the paint of develop-
Eng‘a program whfch addressed Itself specifiéalif to the plight of the
Americon slave. - Heanwhile, he made it clear that he favorad cblonkzéticn
in Mexlico, Lalifornia, Afrlica, the Hest indies, §n s section of the U.5.

’M%er&ver fe pramises freedom and enfranch%sement. 52 With that, the
emigration movement had won over 1ts most d!stingu!shed proponent of

the ante*bel!um per!od @ man as highly regarded by many wI:hln the

natﬁonat b!ack cammunEty a5 Frederick Bouglass,
1]
in 1848 the énti-s!avsrf mavament In England invited Garnet to-
visie that country. In a “portrait" of Garnet, Douglass said that
*Inis [ndividual we understand, !s to leave the Unlted States for England
during the appfeach!ng sutumn.” Douglass argued, perhaps erroneously,
Ehag Qarnat, because he hid made many spacche& ealling for slsve Insyr-

raction& white attacking moral suasion as a means of anti-siavery

actlv%ty in Amarica, was be!ng hypocr!tical in going ahroad “ro appaai
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to the moral sense of Engtand, and ask the moral aid of England for the
zbolition of $3avery.”&3 But he did not ﬁtop‘ there. Knowing that his
words would ba read in Engiand as waH as the $.5., and mtendmg them A
more perhaps for consumption there than at home, he wrote =
7 . The #!aﬂ whose conviction [siel do not go with his

words, s not Fit to plead this cause - and his

eloguence witl merely be sound and Fury signifying

pothing . . . His Feelings towards us so far a5 we

have been shle to jearn them, are those of bigter

hostility. His cause here has been that of an enem

« o « Wz prefer an open enemy, to one in disguise,

in response to Douglass® editorial assault, Garnet faunched a"
muﬂterauack.- e said that he was ‘e'.peaklng plainly and pointediy be«
gause the Upoison’ which he was analyzing emanated from » respectable
and §§fzy source a5 far as Influence and ability were cor’:cefried._ Ha
began with the:: charge that Douglass was gui!ﬁ of not believing America
%o be the homs of péo.ple of m!mr.&si‘ This was an especially interesting
accmatio}l slnce one mlght'have expe‘ctad it to have m‘f@ one inter-
ested Iov the absorpt!m of black people Inte Arerican }1fe rather than
from one with strong nationalist sympathies. | in fact, each man seemd
to héw;e ‘tha argument that one might have expected from the nther.%

tn pesponding Douglass cmt‘en'd'ed with respect to the allegation
that biack people had no country, that in the sense in which he made the
gsseprtion 1t was perfectly, true - e hava a0 cauatry." He said that
Zarnet knew precisely what was ariginally intended by the charge, that
tha color-ed man (ﬁd‘ nm‘; ha\;e the rlights and privileges of a c!tizén of
the country, and a5 Such was “an outlas of the lard". Thnt‘ harnat would

Yresort to pa!pable falsehood“ Was , Dougkass thought but s measure of

the wankness of hls position. To test his bellef that ho had a countrv,
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bougiass conjﬁrad tarnet Lo go te Charlsston, South f;aroiina tunder the

protar;tton of the American Constitution, and his c.ountry.wlﬂ be }imited

to o prison.’ M7 Bouglass affirmed that his pwop!e had a tpight to & 7

country here,'t but distingulished between this right and real!mes con-

 fronting them. ' '
pougiass pointed cut that Garnet's trip to Zngland was more sig-

alficant in one respect than the visits of most Mack abo‘lit!onists wha

preceeded him, in his case, the English would be afforded an c-ppopzunity

to observa ané eva'iuate the talents of ovne of incontestab!a Africén heri=-

tage. AS relatively fres of rate pmjudlr.e as the Engilsh were, the -

tajents of ‘iigﬁt-skinned men of mlar wera usuaHy dismissed In that

country, 83 was often the case in the U.S., by friend and foe of slavery .

on the ground that thefr white ancestors wgzre responsiblie far thair g

‘gbility. But as James HeCuna Smith axp!ai ned - ' o
Hers was a gentleman af splendid phystque pol!shed - : - i
manners, extensive jearning, wall up, esper.idﬂ'f in ) ‘ :
English poetry, ably filting the puipits of thele
pest divines, and bearing 21t the laurels in elo- o ‘
quenze, wit, garcasm, interiarded with soul-subduing ’ |
pathos « « « and this gentleman an aAfrican of pure | ;
jineage, with nc adminture of Saxon blood as thﬁ-
gource of his mquestﬂonabla galent and genlus. §
Mscribed by his hmt_& ‘as ”a co‘iaured gentieman, of pure African

dascent,"” Eamet sald that he was ”iabarlng in behaif of an lnjured race

v the continents of :Rmarlca and M’r!ca, and of countiess nurnbars on

the islande of the ocean. w2 Though rem?ved with enthusiasm, he _did

not spare England from crtt!uism for har role in support!ng:mrican

. glavery, sccusing ¢hat country of having woven the fabrics that were

' wxﬁhangad for captive slaves, and of h'aviﬂg forged the slava's chalns.sa
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i_t was precisely in the area of procuring and producing slave products
“that he thought moral suasion would be sffectiva, and so he urged the
Briﬂsh to choose free over sisve producs. He displayed cotions énd

- cotton fabrics, praducts of mn-slavé fabor on sale In Gateshead, New=

" castle, and elsevhere. Garnet told his audience that there were gritish
colonies which could grow cottan wnore aduantageaus'ly than tha Amer:i,:an
South, and hs hoped ‘feve:r\j ent:aura;gemnt would he glven by the 8ri to.ns

Wl _ )

te this hrancﬁ of tadustry.'

Soms months Eatar, before a meetireg. of the Bri#ish 'ﬁn& Félireign
Anti-~Stavery Soclety, Garnet repeated his con@am over érit.ain patron=
izing the slave South. England weayld strike 3 death-blow 2t stavery,"
1§ she would cease using “s%aw-gmm"r produce. He urged Enéland ]
invest in producing srticles of frea-labor - #jp Australia and in Africa,”
which wu!d cause Americans 1o raalize the ‘unproductiveness of hcﬂding
blacks In s‘ﬁavery, M'nl‘_ch in furn wouid cause them very speedily to stop’';
and, instead of hearing of s!avess runn!ng frcm thalr masters, they should
hear of mestars sunning from their siaves." w2

Garmet wWad ‘unsparing I ‘!is critic‘ism of tha Amarican Eolonization
goefery and Bts leaders, whom he cons'idered tha black man's worsr. enemiss
V because they presented to yliew two faces, or 3% many as would best meet
rhe demands of thely purposes. rppis socliety had enwuraged v Garnat
reporied, "gutrage an_d,oppressian tomards the coloured peopie, ané in
thelr afflication they decelrfully come up, and with smiles say, Mow
hac-i you not. betrer go to Africa?’ "53 Garnet remarkcd that when black
_pe@ﬁ!s lndlcatad a dcf,irc to remalm n thair nativa country, ghe Coloni=

" sgtionists would press still harder, rejotning, "But don't you see that

the lows are against you, & ang thsruore you had bacter yoi' .
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Why, vio had mada these laws?

The very ren who would e First to transport tham?

The Daniel Wabstars, and Henvy Clays, and such-like
man, slave-oWners, with thelr hundreds of slaves -
these were the men who made the laws, and would

then transport the biack man that he maght be freed

grom thelr opzration!

\ﬁ'nla eritical of the Amzricon rolenization Society, Garmet made

glear his cmtmumg strong mteresr. in .ﬁFrica, explaming that Africa

was the Tand of his fathers.that they khad ‘Iivad and died there. He

asserted that he leved Africa and felt _"gratei—‘ut to any one and every-

ope who labours to promote its we?fare..“ss Hor had he gone back opn his

© {atevest in Likerta; it was s?mpi\,ir that no geod, he felt, could come of

any re?aiionsh?p batween that country and Ehe tolonization Socmty,

%ﬁs audianca wWas ‘informd that suppart for that spciety could not be

found among mte!hgent mlored men in the . S., 50 mr:h 3o that agsnts

of that arganization menuld not attempt to appesy at a metiﬁg of co'iourad

geople In any clty of the frea States. wh

- Sarnet dld not exaggerata in saying, regarding his v%em-cn the

colonization soclety, that he spoke win the name of the mass of the free

mric.aﬂ Blacks,” and that thomver asserts that the colwred people oF

ghelr true friends entartaiﬁ any other seuzuments towards the Soclaty

- yhan the despest contempt and &bharreﬁce, asserts that which 13 eﬂtire!y

faism“57 it appears Earnet had nob gone RO Eng?and elther to denounce
e :

his jdeolagical opponents at home or in any way to change his !ong-held

pos!t!on on ths Colenizar.ion Society.

For a while Garnet had nol: waﬂted to return to America. Having

sraveled through lreland, Engliand and Wales, Scotland, France, and
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Larmany-, he. had § freedom scgrca]—y___imagjnabie in

smerica- garnet and the vast 95.‘ his Tamily. nis wife and %00, had beet
g0 plessed with life abroad, especially in England, that he had decided
‘paver IO 1we in prericad agaln, uniess 30 dimcted by divine provld_ance.
‘His love of England, hoHEver, | had not beed sprong enough L0 gare;:ent him
from wanting t0 minister go the needs of African peopiess and unde?
those el peunms tances he had gone't.o Jamalea = a0 unexpected rour made
gossibie through the good offices of the United prasbyteriatt church of
scotl am&.s3 An attack of fever ted Garnet ¢ decide O raturn to
praricas and he did in ‘5856, accepting & pnan imous call m‘pastor & 7
churchi- 7 _ o

iong YEars of abs-ence. from the country tiad weant, among other
thingss that Garnet was not on the Scene a5 emigrationist sm;imc
grev. Burling his absence, FOTE and more biacks . Frederick &aﬁgia&s

among them, care Lo be!ieve that pon-T es'!-stance was ne 1onger the mathod

- to be used in coping with siaveiy. poy wers fiougi8ss and others who had

4een to the Garrisonia-s camgs seill swscribmg to the view that pol!:‘!ca‘i
parties e ye wortniess. jndeed, Garnet found the atmpsphers gomewhat
pore wngan!al go his oun yiews op mOTE than one jevel. 59 yaving missed
the emigratioﬂ convention of 185k at c?eveiand he had ceturned to &
armrica Ern v:hlc,h he was no !onger the onty majm- advocate of M;_ck
natimansm. in tha }ears of his abse:nce, partin Delany had emerged 2%
an Emportén%: proponent of black national i-ﬁt-ideolﬂgy, wut he Vacked Gar=
wat's preeminen’t ;xatura as a 1ea;§e~.r.6ﬁ

The emlgrafionis_’c activities of Baiany‘, Rebeft gaapbell and othey

plack leaders: the promotion of Yorubaland ‘and Haitl as possible place®

J
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eo vhich blacks rmght emigrate, thesa develop@nts and more malrke.d the
dacade of the 1850's as one oF significant interest on the pert of biack
people in emlgration.GE Not SUrprls[ngly, the period was also ong during
) which‘crit!cism of such p]aﬁs was especially Harsh and trenchant, Gar-
net and Douglass, the two most outstanding biack leaders of ante-bellum
Amérlca, waye alse the two most infiuential to clash on the issue-af
emigration.

Though Garnet héd declared For emigration iﬁ 1859, largely due ko
his years abroad in the cause of antn-slavery he had not for some tEme,
except by lstters, expressed his thoughts on that Suhjecz Lo &merican
audnances. As the decade neared bts close, a3 the situation of black
-peogie bocams worss, ﬁarth_and South, [t was ciear that he was favering
the vnluntarf emigration of enteéprising biacks more forcefully than
aver. % was also certaln that opposEtien to Garnet's 1deas on eml-
gration, especially from Eraderick Douglass, was no less fcrcefu! Uhce )
agaim he would have to answer Douglass, ‘a5 he had nearly twenty years .
éar!!cr on the question of slave insurrect!cps, 1§ he were LO Securs 7
fmportant b%ackrﬁupport‘for the gmigratton movament . ‘

tsriy in 1859, Bouglass recelved B Tetter of protest from Garnet
in whlch he was accused of not givlng the recently estab!nshed African l A . I
Clviilzation Soclety, of which Garmat was President s falr hearlng N

Frederick Douglass’ Monthly. Chailenged to set forth his objections to

the program of the Soclety, which aimed, among other goals, to dasfroy
rslavﬂry and the slave trade, Douglass appeared -eager to obiige, He
rather curlous!y arceused Garnet of be!tevlng that there could nevér ba

equal ity between whites and blacks In America - a polnt of view whlch
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Garnet had denomc‘.d for nearly twenty years. In addition, Garnet and
his foticmera were accused of encouragmg ghe bailef through thz solici-
tations of funds to send colored men to Africa, that Africa and not Amer-
h:a is the Megro's trus home < & Strangs, rather }nexﬁlicab!e position-
In 1ight of Gamat’s mnmstency in arguing that the U.S., not Africa,
was tha home of Afrc-hmricans .62
fo Gamet’s qwestion tf he had "objections to the civitization
and chrlst!an!zation of Africa,” Dcuglass retorted that thbse goals were
- in fact helﬁg achieved “through the Instrumentality of commerce, and the
labors of Falthful mas&sicnar!es “63_ Douglass' view that the best way to
de.stmy the. stave trade was to deracinate slavery fn America was surely
one ofl nis more welghty arguments. But even here he falled to take in~
. - scwum the relatively effective role th-at"Ne,gro éﬁigrants te Libaria,
together wlth the pavies of the British French and Ameplcans, ware play-
tng In stamping out tha ﬂava trada along the coast of Liberi‘a.% - hnd
sc his argumant that thare wWas "no reason to be!iew that any ana m’; in
Afrlca can d» more for the abchtmn of that’ trade while Yiving in Afr-—
ies, than while Nvinq In Amzrica“ was not altogether ccuw!np;ing.65
Bespite vm’y strong feelings agalnst emigration, Bougtas§ sald
that he ¢id not object Lo individuals of thelr own voiit!on golng to
&frles, to the West Indles or elsewhem. instead, "hie gbjected to organi=
zatlans bcing fomed to encourage and support voluntary emigration, for
thun the matter ceasad baing private and became publie, and tharefore
subject to jegltimate gppositlon.éa Such was !Jo-.agiasss stature that h'ls
critizism, no matter 13 n;ar'it, wuld not be tgnored. .

Artacks directed at Garnét some months later from delagates to the
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"Hew Eng?and Conventlon, provided thz. irrmdiate provocat!en for him ta

speli out in full his views on emsgrataon and natmna!:sm. &7 At that
convention he had been Opposﬂ-d by some of black America's most disting-
,ui?shed Aboﬁ:itionis:s, among them William Yells Brown, William C. Held,

and George quming, who piacéd the African Civilization Society In the
most enfavorable 1ight possible, cloud having been cast upon it when

a resclution of eensure was introd;zced coupling it with the American
folanization 50¢€ety.68 . ' - i

Vells Brown, long-time foe of slavery, attacked the Civiltlzation
© Spciety on the grounds that “he could not countena;sce any novemsatt
favoring emigration. He told the New England Convention that despite
the "“very good plan' which he ascribed to the_Socigty, thelr tactic of
‘“begglng" distressed him because It served_-ta Ydegrade’ the movement.
 Mel? juxtaposa& In resolutions of condemnation the American Colenlzation
Soclety and the organization headed by Garnet, and charged that the
Afrlean Clvilizatlon Soclety was & money making operatfon, that it ‘Imked
~ wrather dark {1aughtar],” and that no one active In the mvHEzatim
sovement was Interested In going to Africa. Whan @ person on the p]atfarm
sald he would, Downing coun-te‘m&;_ "rhe sooner you go the betger. [Great
§ensatiaﬂ and laughter] 63 ‘ .

. Sella Martin, presiding at a mating of colored ch!zens Tn
Boston, I:he meeting at which Garnet answred his critics Indigated In
Bls Introductory remarks someth&ng of the seriousness and Intenstty of
the debate h"a which Garnet. was ep'gagad. 0f Garret, Martin sald that l

ha had been unchanging and unchanged in his fidality, that he
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advocates the movement . . . has given his tims and
talent to It without reward, and . . . now comes o
remove the aspersions cast upon him in the late Haw
England Comvention, and to vindicate, by his own
statements, the position he occupies with regard to
this movement. Allow me, then, to introduce to you
the Rev. Henry Highland Garnet. {(Prolonged app!ausa)70

Garpat began by brushing aside an objaction that he, when
referring to the New England Convention, should have mentioned that
whites were also present. He remarked that he had “emphasized ‘colored

men’ to show that we are in an age of progression.” (ltalics added.}

et A— AR Em— ——

- He abserv#drthat during one stage of his people’s history - Ua few
years ago® - there was a feeling a1l over the free states among the
Jeadership tﬁat black people "ﬁead nok make any effort in the cause of
iiber&y . .. oas pcépﬁe of color.” " He remarkéd that during that period

he had told them that they were In error, yet they, desplsing the nara

ef color, taikeé‘“onlf about universal rights and universal ]ibefty.“1¥

Then Carnat, In a single sentence, framed the core of his phi%esdphy of

black nationalism,

§ knew that the day would come when you wodld ghink
that we, as colored people, had pecullar interesks
« feelings and Interests that no other peopla had =
snd that we understood the cause better than any
others, and that {f we wanted the work done at all
wa must do It ourselves. 2 -

Sarnet stated chat biacks had too long been depending on others.

Years had passed away and they were stitl Jooking te the Aboiitlonists
o make the difference when only they themselvaes could do tha work that
wou?@;@?n thelre ffberation. 'The task of the white Abq1§tlonlst, and It

was not an Inconsiderable one, was to prabare the public for & frea and

full discussion of the appress!on'of'blacks, for the emancipatﬁon of the
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slaves and for the enfranchisement of Yiree® blacks,..that is, to creéte
a c¢limate which would help the thrust of blacks for freedom suscessfully
carry hcsme.‘:r3 A
Meny blacks, according to Garnet, Qou!d not give serious ‘con~
siideraﬂrm‘to teaving America because white men say they should go.
~-Referring to such AFm-Ameriéans, fie remarked that they would not go

te Africa 1f the land were strewn with gold and sifver covered the

shores because white people had told thsm to go. He thought ''some peo- .

pie wouldn®™t go to Heaven IF a white=man should say they must go.” |In

& way which éntictpa:ed a key argument of Blshop Turner a quarter of a
gericury Tater, GCarnek remarked that black men walted unzil whiée mn,- : |
res!izing the economic potential of i‘\frica, went thare aﬁd’ earned gre‘at-‘k“y
sums of 'nﬁney be‘Fore finally, If they went at all, lagging behind, He J
safd that somz ejght thousand wh!;c men were engaged In economic acti‘vl'tirﬁ: W

"along the coast of Africa, enriching themselves. Some were eager to tell

blacks that tl;iey should not seek economic advancesent in Africa because
they would Tnterrupt trade "al ready esta&i!shed batween Africa and Engfand,“ﬁ ‘
Garnet rebukcd hls people for having suffered *'the wh!te man to ' :
plunaer the Tand of thelir l_iorefathers of 1iving souls, for three hundred
years ,* and %or stahd!ng fdly by wille whites made ecﬁpomlc capltal out

of "the wonderful discoveries of Livingston, Barth, and others.” "God,

_and sclence and unconquerabie human energy,” he thought, 'have turned ,.
the tide of fortune in oup favor.". Yet white men were laughing as black.. i
men, gquarreling among themselves, Fal!eld to take advantage of opportunities |
availzbie to-‘them. He polnted to developments in the Mestern part of the
U.5. as an T1lustration of the siowness of blacks to act, statlng that

<
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after whites have mined the gold “'you will see my poor brother coming,
all covered with dust, with his rongue Tofling out {g?eat faughter] Eo
take what ts fefy.'v . GUnly aftéf the Anélo»Saxon has gatten rich In
Afrlca would b!acks “hegin to talk about putting our funds together and
‘buyiﬁg'vesselsa“ 1# blacks put a dozen ships ‘ter sall out of Boston
harbar, keeping up a trade with Africa, more would be done to effect‘the
7 averthruw oF siavery, te ¢reate respecﬁ for them and to break down pre-

judice "thaﬂ fifry thousand Tectures oF the most eioquent men of this

Eand w 75

The discussion oF the African Eiviiization Society in Garnet's
. Hoston Speech establlshed the general Framework in which his views on
' amigratioﬁ would be more Fuf!y developed from 1859 uncil the emancipat&on
‘of the slaves, He reiterated the major goals of the Civillzation Society,
the uncondit!onai and iwnmdiate abe?!tion of slavery In Horth Ammrica and
tn ﬁ?rica, and tha destruction of the slave trade on hoth continents.
Ha added as an aﬁjacaiva of tha Clviiization Soclety a strategy for
‘Vdestraying slavery that was glse he!d by Rartin Oelany, the cultivation
of totton !n targs mnough amounts to undersell the Amer!can South an
the world market. This he hoped would free cartain countries, aspacia}iy
Britain, from '‘dependence on the cotton ralsed In the Southern statéﬁ-by

sfave iabor,ﬁ and would, he hoped, “strike the death-blow te Amerlcan

7%

slavery."

beny!ng that he was a Colonlzatlonist, Garnet accussd anyons who /?
" would make the charge bshind his Lack’ of be!v- on ol ssasin 2nd eowar?,
and labeled one who would make lt to h!s face a Vlar, Vand | stamp the

. ‘ @) ‘
~ {nfamous charge upon his forchaadl® He added that he had hated the
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Colonlzation Society since his ahi%dhcod,.continﬁed to datest the
sentiments advocated by 1ts Jeaders, and expected to do so until that
Soelety repounced 1ts program of Colonization before the world.  The
Colonization Society, he notad, says that America 15 not the home of
‘the colored man. Garnet remarked that America "}s the home of the
colored man, and it Ts my home." As to the American Colonization
‘$oclety's belief that black peopie “cannot be ejevated in this country,”
he would subscribe to “nothing of the kindf‘??

Garnet asserted that though he might not Tive to see it, the day
was not far swa? when, the sky brightenlng over the tand from Maine to
£aiifornis and from the Arlantic to the Facific, Mshouts of redeemed
@ilitons shall be heard” and *truth and peace shall Fill the Yand, and
songs of rejoicing shall go up to Heaven."’va Surely the members of the
Anzrican Colonizatlon SOcieEy did not entartain those septinents. Bul
for all his eubecta:ioﬂs regarding the future of blacks In Amerlice, he
neverthaless d?d.not want whites, who had grlevously wronged the home<
1snd, to escape resgonsibillty for Africa‘s degradation and redemption.

{ belfeve that black men in general are bound by

the taws of love and humanity, and the principlies

of the Gaspel %o do all they can for the land of

our forefathers, and that white people are bound

In particular to do 1t, since thay have robbad us

of our Iives, and become rich by our biood, and 1t

fs therefore for them to make sacrifices that Africa

may be redeemad, and tha} they may bless it as they

have 3o Jong cursed lt. 3

in lhnguage strikingly simiiar to that of hls former ciassmate
and good friznd lexanda?_trummell,'thu rost disttageished Blachs d!viéa

of the century, Garnat sald he wanted to see estab!fshed, fn Africa or

tn the B.5., Ma grand centre of negro nationatlty, From vhich shall flow -
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the streams of commercial, intellectual, and polltical power which shall
maka cofored pespie respectad everywhere," If necessary to effect this
end, he favored the reopening of the Af’ricaé slave. trade.

Let them bring in a hundred thousand a yearl We
do not say it is not a great crime, but we know
that from the wickedness of man God brings forth
good; and if they do it, before half a century
shall pass over us we shall have a Hegro nationai-
Ity In the United States TTtatics added.}

Garnet sonsidered the South the best Amerlcaﬁ area in vhich .a‘

Black nation might be daveloped. In addition te the presence of the

- greatest concentration oF his pe_op!e in the South, the strong tendency
arong Rorthern blacks to try to esc'apez their group bf speaki_ng of t‘xpiver—r
sal rights, by wanting to drop racial des!énat!cns. Wn!ia: he théught
such behavior false and dangerous in the North, it would have been al=
most beyond imagining for blacks Ip the Saur.h“and, if acted om, very
likely fatal. This he obviously knew, Garmet, in short, recognized

the great mass of Southern blacks to be peopla with fow i1iusTons about

the group to which they bslongad, about thefr destiny 25 ® peaple baund
mgether by h?,story and cppmssion. He thought them especiallv receptiv&
" to a Negro nationality, unless Y1 am mistaken in the spieit of my people.

With an eye for populétion Flqures' in the West Indles reminiscent

of Walker, Garnet added that in Jamalca there were forty colored men to
every white man, that “wavel §s ours,'™ that "Cuba will be ours ‘scon, and
wa shall have every tsland fn the Caribbean Sea."82 {1talics added.}

Thesa fslands with' predmin‘aﬁtly black populations balonged,' he thought,

to all black people, Thus, ha complemanted Walker's position hat Africans

everywhera mus & be Fn.e: bafore those lﬁ the U.5. ¢ould enjoy real freedom

by addlng that Iand m:cupled by black peop!e belonqed to all people of

African ancestry,

LB
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Almost from the beglinning of his public pronauncemernts on the
oppression of his people, Garnel had'd!splayed suffletent Flexibility to
use nationalism as a means taward.a;hiaving freedom in the Unit?d States
as well as,,‘if need be, an end in itself. Since his nationalism was at
Beastrin signiflcant measure 3 response to race ﬁrejud!ce, he implied
that as the !arger'séciety accorded more rights to bi&cks, he would be -
prepar-ed to accept 2 new order In which blacks would have something Tess
than complete autondmy. In this context, he could declare, much like
David Walker 3 @nératiﬂn kefare;- that vhen siavery and prejudice were
uprooted, when color was no fongar Impoftant ta white paople, black
people "should lay aside alt dlﬁtinctiva }abors, and come together as
ﬁtn and women, eerbers of the great American famiiyﬁ'agl {1tallics added.)
in character!stic ﬂaticnaiist fﬂrm, In the end he gave freednm prlﬁaéy
pver naticnalism, for it was the Ilberattan of his people that was the
Suprems object of his endeavors.

That Garnet, and 50 Feor nationalists af ante-belium America, dfd
not despise white people as 3 whoia seems extraordinary Indeed, considering -
rtha way in which American& genaraliy, and many wh|te vErlendst In particular,

: bﬁtrayed black pecple. tnstead of having bui¥t up abundant hatred of -
whites, Garnat and most of the black leadars of his time, !nciudlng
natlonalists, maﬁifastgd a remarkable degree of humanism. And It was
.preclsaly-thﬁs humanistie #tra!ﬁ of thought - a wll!lngness gven to for-
glive the oppressors of their pempla provided the bﬁpresslon,eeased‘and

atoaement took place, & recognition that while people had been brutailzed
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by thelr environment and eensequently were mot inherently evil - which
helps explain the willingness of Carnet, Walker and othex ance=~bellum
mationaliats to allow for the posﬁiﬁility of alliances with sertaia o i

membars of the Iarger soclaty.

Garnet g refuszl to eschew whim support, as long as blacks took i

major responsibiliny-fnr their liberation, was consistest with patlanalist

,hehavior‘before and fuilwing his years of involvement inm naticnsliss;
8%

endgavops. Stili, he was oot Hiliing toe have his peopla give up their

right to revolt. In facky his belief in the right of the alaves te

overthrow salvery was, irnnic&lly, integral teo his faith in the future i
" of people of golor in America, That Garnet and pirhers belipved iu the

desirabllicy of Afro-imerican hegamony while seeking, to whatever exrant

possible, to realizo their cbjectives through the machinery of Amevican xf &.

polities was not contradictory. ‘oh the contrary, such an approach, sincs r

it was not almed at bringing about e colorblind America in which black

-people would ewbrace the vaiuves of white sociaty, rmight well enhanc@
rather thdn subvert efforts of Wlack people teo escablish a pauar‘basa,
for themselvez in Ameries.

But serious con:radﬁcticns enter st the point at which the wationa-
list‘advocate&, as did Carneg, the carving out of & separate black natiﬂn

within the boundaries of tha Untted Stntes or proposed ‘the emigrsttcn of

waTy large mumbers of their people from Amarlca, as other nationalists
would, for such davelopmente would be clearly an:agonis:ic to U.5. pulitical
-pnd sconomic institucions {though not teo the spirvit of the neclaration

of 1ndependénde ag interpreted by black revqlutiannrias such as David Walker).

']
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When one cansiders the volnerabllity of blacks In & cauntry
with scarcely any intefes.t whataver, prior to the Reconstruction years,
{n extending the most glementary rights to them, Horth or South, it 1s
unfeas‘onéb?e evenrto expact consfstency nlf‘ strategy on the paﬂ: af
patfonallists, !ndividuaﬁy or in groups. The very complexity of the

srobiems confronting black people presupposed no simpie strategy of

Tiberation, which doubtless explalns the willingness of men Jike
Walker and Garnet ko propuse first oﬁe then ancther approach, sometimes |
to put forth multiple strategles simultanecusiy.

Efjan axamipztion of Garnet's pb’!itica?rphnosophy revéa!s the ™ \
tenslons of smblguity, the same cannot be said In anytﬁing Vike equai'/‘/
reasure of his uim on the value system of people of cé?or in America.

. Indeed, the complexity of his political pqsit!onl, when compares to his

" views on black culture, Is all the more striking,for Vike aimost afl

ninetaenth century natlonalists, Including Ua!ker, Garnet falled to . o

achnouledge the presence and the power of black culture. He did nct'; : ‘
concern himsalf with Afro-American arts - the music of his people, sacmd
or secular, or thelir folktales and dance. Nor did he seem to be aware
of the specifically African Infiuances in Mro-ﬂm?ric#ri are, o-r the

manner be which African Influences led tp‘tran;mutat-lcn‘s_\ of the Christlan - |
falth. |

%esa‘ﬁfrlcan-!nf!ue'nced_arttsﬂc and spirltual creations had a

dueply functlonal purpose which Garnet and other early nationalists

falled to scknowledae, perhaps even percaive: the various elements of
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Afro;ﬁmerican.art and religion, eépeciaily, acted in éshster e miilcate
against the great bulk af black people being.overcama with despair,
Ferming the foundatlon of the black ethos even as ene aftar another‘
African attribute = ianguage,‘artifact raligion, name; tribal aIign*r
o ment - was réndergd }ityﬁe mors than a remnznt of vastige whqn not
eompletely erésad by‘AmerIcan slavery.

tad Garnet apprec!ated the worth of Afro-Amerlcan art and religion;
inderstood that the strengths of Afro-American culture ccu!d be measured
in aart by its d:stance from the largar soclety, it {s [ikely that he '
would have been in_a.pésitionrto concetve more of worth In contemporary
éfrican societins, Apparently the vofunn of antl-ﬁfriéap propagand#-was
so great that it virtually Blinded him to tha posﬁ?ﬁility that Africans,
while Is numerous respects very different cu!turaiiy; were certainly no
more "savage” of tyncivilized,” dé;pite thelr lack of technological
advances, than Wester, Chris:ian man. Unable to make this leap, fmrneé
and other black leaders found it easisr to- condemn mOSt of what they

Cknew of the biacﬁ man's culture{s} In Rfr!ca and in the Armricas.

This fa!!ing'had far-reaching effects for the devéiopm@nt of
naticnalist tdeclogy. . Speckfﬁcally, slave art and ref!gion wers the
w5t essentially natlonalistlc or African possessions held by people of
color in America. Had Garnet been aware of them and attempted to use
‘those expressions of black cutture as vahicles for definlng, clarifyling
and sustalning vaiues, as instrumcntalit!es for forglng greater group
cunselousness among his pesple; hadha, i shart, attemutad v meld the N
polltical and cultural In dafining the place of btack peop!e {n American

1ife, he would have made a profoundly origlinal contribution to black
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natlonatist thought at & critical period In fts ideclogical develop-
mant. As suggegted ear?ier, perhaps the degradation of his people,
which was realland deep enough, but nonstheless degradatinn to which
ke had glven grim, stereotyp!cai'emphésﬁs, Bid not for hiﬁ admit of
vaﬁiting ereativity among thoserin bondage.
it is also ilkely that Garnet was too lr.evcalted by what stavery
had done and was doing to bliack péoplg to contemplate the heights which
slave art and reiigion had aéta!ned. After all, most men vho call for
tﬁe oppressed te throw off the terrible yoke of ep?ression, who Jive on
terms fragght with thé gravest dangers ~ and Garnet and Walker were
surely such men - are seidom given to emphasiztng ih& virtues of the
subjugated. Their‘emﬁhas!s is more-likely.to be on what must be done
to shatter the varlous fofms of opd}essicﬂ. Ana vhen urging Emmediafe,
viaient-révoiutfon as d!d the young Garnet, it is unllkeiy thag much
attention will be devoted to the art and reifgfcn of the oppressed.
&hatev@r the expianat!cn For hiz Failure to appreciate certaun
. asgacts of biack culture, Garnet's contributions te black natianalism
and Afrfcan unity, ilke those of Walker, are incontestab!e. A5 a
.practienner of black nationalism on the communfty jevai, he had few |F
= any peers. And though hls ideas on nationalism were gen&rally not as
seminal as those of Walker, he more than any of his contsmporar!es, owlng
to his enormous prestige among black people, made the natlonallst position
=~ and that of the need for African unlty - ?e]t In the highast coﬁncits of .
black Yeadarship. Xis communal eoncrotion of the wfde!v scattercd Africon
Famlly led bhim to the view th#t Yand cantrelled by people of African

ancastry belonged to African baoples everywhere, 2 perspective which broke
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bavond old béund:ries and constituted his most impertant contributlon

to black nationalist fdeology, comp!ewanting Walker's prancipie that

Africans must be Fres in all countries bafore they can be free any-

wWhere.,




PART 1

THE SEAKCH FOR IDENTITY AND THE DEFEMSE
OF AFREICAN RUMANTTY: THE HINETEENTH CENThRY

Ye dark-skinned peoples, are you listening?

Those vho gave birth to us, before they start to spaak,

They think deeply, they look for appropriate proverbs,
they ponder profound matters,

_They say: One must fipst consider one's tradition and
history, before deciding on a nare for the child.

They say: One's name Is one’s bridie, :

Yo dark-skinned peoples, listen zo me:

Qur fathers™did mot play about with names,

To hear thelr names s to know thelr origin,

Every name a verftable testamentd

Tebosun Sowande

Africa Vles low and 1s wretched, She Is the malmed
and crippled 2rm of humanity. Her great powers are
wasted, Dislocation and anguish have reached every
Joint. Her conditlon in evary point calls for succor
= moral, social, dorestlic, political, commercial, and
inteliectual.

Alexander Crummall,'385§

The woeful volume of our history as it now 1ies open
to the world, Is written with tears and bound in blood,

Honry Highland Garnet, 1848




1. WHAT SHALL WE CALL OQURSELVEST THE HAME
CONTAOVERSY AS IHDEX TD BLACK NATIOHAL=
5T AND ASSIMILATIONIST CONSCIOUSHESS

shertly after the Garnats escaped from Haryland slavery and
entered the city of Hew Y‘c.:rk, Henry's father led ‘the Family in & "bap-~
kism to Piberty," a cersmony solemn and simple, one which was enacted by
_!:h_mﬁands of ex-siaves Yong before the Emancipation Prﬁclamation. in
this instance - the year was 1827 - Garpet's Fa;her sald: 'Wife, they
usad to call f@u Henny . o . but In future your same Is Elfzabeth.®
Then placing his han}! on his daughter: 'Your name is not Mary any
longer, but Eliza." Turning to Els son, and taking kim on his knze:
“ﬂnd,.w dear.llkﬂe boy . . . vour name s Henry." *Hy namz is George
garnet. " : 7 |

At roughly the sams time the Game;ts. were taking new names," the
great Sojourner Truth, who emargaed from Northern slavery, was engaged
In & similar ceremony, she be'H;wed, in the presence of t(‘mj Lord,
Emancipated under the Mew York Emancipation Act, Sojournéf, formerly
fsabaila, cast éslde her siave name because when she left the house of
bondage she wanted to lzave everything behind.” She hadﬂ-nnt wan;ited to
keep “nothin' of Egyét on Vm,” she sald, ,“",ml 30 | went to the lord an'

asked him to.glve me 3 new pame. And the Tord gave me Sojourner, because

i was te travel uvp an® down the land, showin® the people their sins, aﬁ'

beln~ es.;sign unto. tham,® Solourner tater asked jur atotier mame and "The

Lord gave me Truth, bécause } was to declare the truth to ths pec;pla."z

GHu
T
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Yhesa re-baptisms In most Tnstances probably owed more to the
Holy Seriptures than to divect African influznces, but these individual

efforts at naming, whatever the immediate impetus, were not unrelated to

othar more eollzctive quests which were more or less continuous during

the nineteenth- and even inte the twentieth-century to find a name Tor

" the entire group. And just as the Individual naming ceremonies weré

. carried out In an attempt to disassociate blacks from some of the
degradation of slavery, the attempts to find an ac:sptah!e group name,
grwing out of simitar nistorical circumstances, were directed toward

the same end, reﬂectmg in the forced neel:ing between Mncan and
European 2 clash of cultures. Whether most blacks were awars of !_t ar
not, the naming ceremn!zzs were §lnked mth Afrtca since those blacks

) who came to America dimct!y from Africa or via the Vest Indles orlgmaliy
had African nams, names which tageth&r with most other AFrican qualities
‘were systematically destmyed.j 7

fronie It was thst the ﬁfrfcen, who attaéﬁad so much importance

and meaning 'to nanes, was the vii‘.t!w{ of Amarican alavery, for éhc stave
over-tord in America ateached about as much goﬂtlve concern to naming
siaves a3 to naming pots ~ Indeed, often not as much. * The effect of
'mbbiﬁg the Afsican of khis name, which had fIrﬁ culgural woorings, must
have been wery traumt!z!ng for 5uccaedlng wavaes of African-born, arr!vais
éamlsa to the Civit War. As for’ r.he major{ty of hlack peepla not born In
Vﬁerc@, res?emtmnt at not haviﬁg a surname and dissatisfoction at havlngi
E &hr%stian name not of their choosing were immediate causes of the dis-
tross Feit in responsa to thls p:srtl’cu!ar attac.k on their sense of !dantity.

Hevertholess, thc i1l effects of that conctitien were dcubr;lcss nat as great
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Aés,what was experiencad by those slaves wharremgmbered the lmortance
yiven to names in the African hsnﬂ§and. ‘
In West Africa, tha section of Africa from which most American
" staves came, the names of maay af the peaple constituted their “essencs.”.
produﬁﬁng deep and ﬁcﬂ;tant psychological affects; in fact ir sore
tections of Afrlca, especially in Yorubaland, child-naming has been a,
ritual for cemturies. The ¥oruba language, for exampie, doubtless at
ones time spoken by thousands of American slaves, consists largely of
muﬁcsyiiabic words each syilable of which has its own meaning. Thus, a
Yorubs name con telescope 8 vhinle sentence @F phrase, and very often
represents much reflection on the par: of the parents of the child. ia
other sectlons of West Africa, including the area once referred to ab
the Gold Coast, from which 5corgs-af thousands of siavaes were taken, siames
‘have alse been greatly ga!ue& and Fasgected, and have histories just as
im Ysrubaland.h
While it Is true that nhe african was ens?aued by peaple who
attached no positive Emportance te the names of those whom they p!accd
in captivity, and white it is no [ass carta!n that Americans did not
piaca nezrly as much !mgortance an names as Africans, it w&utd be a
mistake, despite the cemparatﬁw&iy slight attention gtven ta names 36
the West, to discount their slgnificance far people In the West have
iong been sensitiva to thelr own pames, and te how others uie or misuse
: them.' Freud has written that the "twisting round of a namé when it i3
EﬁtEnt¥ona? ambunts to an tnsult; and It might well have the some signi-

ficance in & whole nunﬁer‘aF cases where [t appears ke the form of an un-

Intentlonal siip of the tongue.'’ Horcover, he makes It cloar that to
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distort another's name can Ia certain gircumstances maan that the dis=

terter-inwardfy'dqspiSEs'the ?erson'aﬁcse name i being abused,5 if
In freudian terms even Simple distortions of names ?h the Wast, con=
sclous and unﬂonsclcu: {s1ips of the tongue) constitute acts-of
aggress!oa, then the act of denying a who?e peopie thair names and
gnv!ng them new onss !n a hew language = and only partial names at
that = pust be regarded as a very serious act of hosti?aty indeed,
Having chserved ‘the eltualization and celebration of names in
his homeland, and tha use of names a5 a weapon against his sense of
Vﬁumanﬁty in an a!ien America, the African was made to know, through the
mlerdcosm of the names trauma, Some of the tensleﬂs genérated by the
larger cultural prablems confrnnting his peopie in America.A The crisis
over names = ilke that Iarger idcntity crislis ~ was perhapx best sym-
bollzed by the mark of bondage branaed into thousands of Africans at
" the start of ths slave trade. But that fiery fron had been arbiguous,
searing lnto the slave's consciousness 30 awareﬁass that his sense of
fdentity was uﬂder attack triggering a recoil from the attempt to

depersona!&ze which would last throughout and bayond 5lavery.6

The African Brought'to America In the early seyénteenth century

wak !ntroducad into a world In which he became, for the first

tgims In hls Ilfe, a Hegro. In Horth Amarica, as In the Americas gen~
erally, the word Nagro was é}osely associated with "slgva“ and stavery.

A South Carolina court ruled in 1813 that “nearc” did in fact, mean

“5§awe."7 Despite the fact that the two words were virtually synonymous

in some parts of the Amerlcas, such apparently was not the case in Horth

Amepica, at least not Vor & great many peaple, which i part wuse
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account for a tendency e:ven among s1aveholders 5oﬁet1mes to refer to
slaves as Africans. Horeovar, hew 2ise can one explain, vhen conssdﬂrang
ninﬂteenth century debates among b]acks over what they should call them=

selves, the infrequency of raferences to the word fHleqro being tantamount

to the word slave? in the slave states, where the ov‘er'.a.haming majority

of "Hegrdes" were in fact sia#es, the tendency to equate the two words
was no doubt m;lch greater. -

L¢ Hegro waé closely associated with ‘siavery in the South and
.:therefare an objectlonable mrd tg many people of African descent wha
were ne Jonger or had never heen 53aves§, the word saigger'’ wWas seill
Eraldd demzaning. This epithet wust have been s veritable din In the ears
of siaves for 1t appears very frequently in their oral 1lterature, but
often not as & negative \‘.erm.a The yse of the term nigger was 50 fm-
quent, SO naarly reflex sction, that there 1a peason to helleve that |
many 5outhem whites, Jong beform the end of slavery, had practically
1ot the abl!tty ro pronounce the vmrd Negro, spunding a word vhich

 full between Negro and "mgger" = mgra. ‘ .

use of the term colored and brown - fOre perhaps thgn arsy‘ oiher
_appellations prior to the ﬂineteenth century - reflected @ certain dis-
dain on the part of soma people of Afr'ican ancastry for z great ma_]ority
of thelr people, 3 cerr.ain tandency o loak dowin 08 them on grounds of
color and class. Such was the casa when these terpms wers tnltlally used
by the descendants of Negre women (s ma of whom worked In the- great
houses of the Eoutﬁ) and s\aveho‘iders who used them as sexual objects.
The Vight-skinned chitdren of euch relationships helped form many of

the fres Hegreo popuiationﬁ of the South, and 1y was within thalr ranlks.

het the sarly 2Pt Af s Fars pragrm and patomad vera foind.
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tn Charleston, South €arotina, the Browmn %e11awshiﬁ Soclety was

founded 1n 1790, admitting 'only brown men of good ;haractar vha pald

an admission fee of Fifty dollars. nl10 Clearly the great bulk of people
of African ancestry would have been ruled oQt-by their darker hue, even
[F they could have contributed the large fes. S0 too were class and
caste distinctions drawn by those "SSE.S;HEM' and Vpeopie of coler'
of mixed African, Erench and Spanish a#cestry who affected the ways of ‘
the white aristocracy of Hew Orieans long beforé the founding of the
Brown ?ei?owship Sacfaty.ﬂx Those men, In affirming white values, con-
seiously tr!ed to disassociate themselves from the!} ﬁfriﬁan roots.

While "brown" and “colored” enjoyed Timited popularity among cartain
werae't Southernaers of Aérfcan descent In the late Eighteenthrcentufy,-

the word Afrlcan found siéntflcant expression among blacks fn the Souﬁh. i
Unltke use of the terms brown &ndgcolored by certa!n people of color ia

the South the tarm Afriedn, as we shall see, more often than mot

reflected pride In bilackness and racial Inclusivensss rather than color .

and c?ass distlnctions.

Bne of the ultimate expressions of African selidarity in Anerica
occcurred sarly In n!ngteeﬁﬁh century America, and very likely répresented,_‘
the sentlmeﬁts of some men who had seen the shores of Africa. In 1813, -
tn the vicinity of South tarolina, ioné & stronghcldrof Afrlcan Influ-
enceé. th!s‘strong F?r?caﬁ consé!ousness was_expréssed by SlaQes said
tc have been planning an Insur'ﬁction. Thelr thmn of Freadom' reflected
s degrea of African awareness that was remarkable even for South Carolina.
all, all hatll ye Afrle clan; Halll ye oppressed, ye Afric ‘band, who

tol$ and sweat In Slavery bound.' Tha song also contained the 1ine:
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uptow the clarion: a warlike blasgl . . . Wrest the scourge from Buckra's
“hand, and drive each Eyrant fr&m thé.land."qz But the singlawnsh‘importapt
1ine in the "Hymn of Freedom” is the ons which ends with the exhortation:
fLet independence be your alm, sver mindful what tis worth. wtd That
elaarty separatist or, better, nationalist sentiment suggests that some
South Carolina h!aéks cons idered themselves a people apart From their
oppreséors, and wera desirous of rema!ning'independént after achieving
{iberation. . .

En the years p}eceediég the Yssey conspiracy of lﬁzzrﬁhe LUCCEsS~
ful separatist biack thurch novem»nt in Ctharleston signalied & conscious~
ness of the pecullar Interests of slave and non-slave participants which
“a% cléar!y a‘manffesfaticn of national ism. " the use of the words “Afric
and African In the vicinity of Charleston, and elisewhere In South Caralina,
probably éarkied conslderabie natféﬂa!i;t cantent and African Consclouse
mess, Mt is In fact pc&sibie that South Carcllna rep;esenked Frcm.

' roughly 1810 to the civil Har, tha gost slignlflicant ﬁfrlcan cultural
ﬂutpost in Amer!ca:. the influx af Africans. lnto South Carolina ever

after ﬁhe ﬁlave trada was outlawed together with the numarica! wajority
enjoyed by hiacks move effectively militated agalnst the complete
absarption of African traits in that state than in others. Horeoever,
'the reistive fsolation @f substantial numhers of bIack;, particularly

En the Sea 1slands .off the coast, contr!buted to the retentlon of
Africanlsm&.]k

Desplte the greater hostility and upﬁrgss!on encauntered in the

South, some blacks thera, owling to fresh imports of Africens, consldered

themsalves African as late as the Civil ¥ar. For @ long paeriod of time,
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perbaps for generations; American slaves had thought of thzmselves as
African. By the mid-nineteenth céntury, howf,ver,l it Is d_oubt‘fu'! if
more than a small minority continued to regard themselves as ﬁ\fr’icans.ls
In any event, the relative isolatlon of ithe ovarvhelming majority of
slave communities from the *&arlger American sc;ciety, from the influences .
of ity tife and the more profound assimftationist pressures to which
other minorities, inciuding free black populations in the Narfh and
South were subjected, meant that the possibility of the majority of
siaves remaining under some African Influence, though in ¢iluted form,
Vwas scbseantial. SH_H, tha graat majority of them, In the generation
bafore the War, probably were culturzlly more Afro-American than.Afrlca.f
Even after blacks in the Korth had stopped piacing the word
African In organfzational titles, their peopls in thaASauzh continued
the pfactice, In Richmond, Virginia, for example, a First African

16 Heariy two decades later Solourner

Béptfst Church was founded in 1841,
' Truth authored and sang a song which reflected considerable jdentification
with Afr!ca!. “Look thare abova the canter,'’ a line read, 'where the

flag Is waving bright; We are going out of slavery, wa are bound for
fresdom's Ilght We mean to show Jeff aavis how the African can fight,

As we go marching on.’" The closing stanza of Sojourner s song reads:
Upather Abraham has spoken, and the message has been sant; the prison
doors have opaned, and out the prisonars went; To Jein ihc'sabla army

of Afrlcan descent, As we go marching on, 7. '

Though namlng ceremonies of the kind performed by

Sojourner and the Garnets occurred on z great many occasions before tha

CBivil War and generai cmanclpa:lon with the com!ng of the war mittions
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of Llacks gave themselves names. wafter the coming of fresdom,' wrote

ex=slave Booker T. Washington,

there ware two polnts upon which all the people were
agreed, and | find that this was gengrally trut through~
out the South: that they must change their names, and
that they must leave the old plantations for 4t least a
few days or weeks In grder that they might.reaily fesl
sure they were free. !

Mot thinking it at all proper te carry the surnames of their former
owners, 2 great many blacks lemmediately suppiied themselves with last

names. Though their new names were cbylously not African, they were

related -t Africa Tn the sense that they represented efforts to recover
at least a portion of the dignity they had lost with enslavement. Even
s0, the frightful'imbact of American slavery on the Africam and his

descendants s no where more gvidant than In the very names which blacks,

once fres, elected to-adopt for thpmselﬁes. The new names, indistingulsh-

abte from those of whita hmericans, mostly refer one to various parts of

the British Isfes and Eurcpe rather than to sections of Africa from

which their ancéstors cams, Following emanclpatlion, It is high%y unlikely

that mere than a few blacks, i addition to those born In Africa, knew

African names which they might have gaken far themselves. The fact that

the names adopted by mlitions of b{acks in the nineteenth century were

exactiy fthe thése usad by white people is a signiflcant measure of ths

degres to which the sssault on African peoplés had taken tts toli. But

the recurring debates over a groﬁp name suggest, as did the many Ins tances

of names being chonged durlng and following slavery, that black people

" a8 & whole never reconciled themsalves to white designs bt degerionalize

them.
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For two centuries blacks in the north called themsalves African

gr Eree African, and placed the word Afrscan in the gitles of thelr

ﬂrganiza:?ons,ug in the nineteanth cantury both the word Africen in

cities of crganizations and the scores of thousands of northern blacks

continuing to refer to themselves as Africans of free Africans were

chai%eﬁged by those who thought other dasignations more apprcpriete.

‘nuring the course of the century, & wide variety of names were used

and some were put fcrth to contend for

by peopla of African ancestey,

primacy over the rest. Among the names emp!oyed wersa Africaﬂ, Ethiopfan,

tolored, Negra Childres of Africa, Sons of Afrtca, Colored American,

people oF colar, free peopie ﬁf color, blacks, Anglo-African, Afrie,

African-American, A?ro—&meri:an, Afmerican, Aframarican, ﬂfrico-ﬂmerican,

’ ﬂ?rb-ﬁaxcn, and Afr!co*ﬁmer!can.ia
Yith the establilishment of the Rmerlcan tolonization Society En

‘1316 blacks In Encreaﬁing pushers began to eachew use of the terms

&¢rican and "Frae AFri:aﬂ," spting Instead for a safer appeilatien

cgiorad « gafer bacause to eont inue to refar to oneself as African was

" thought to encourags the,ﬁa!ie? among ta!onizattonists that one might

want o ba shipped back back 1o Africa.21~ bt f¢ reasonable.io assume that

an effort was underway, dating from the fnrmation of the totonization

sociaty, for some biacks to cease thinking of :hemsalves 23 Africans.

Ho doubt a vary'hea;cd and serious debate pver what blacks should catl

themzelves took place fa the wake of 2he Co!on;zation!scs' efforts to

encouraga the view that Amarica was not the homc of the African abroad.

Unfortunately, cwing to the rather fugltive nature of tha 5aurces
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bebwecs iSTﬁ'énd the appearanée of Epsedom's Joﬁrnaﬁ-yaughly a decade
lﬁtar; Tt s necessary to rely almost exclusively on what can be inferred
regarding the name contf@versy for this pgrimd.

te ¥s known, hdwever,.that By the ldte 1820's David Walker and
cther biackg ware using “Africén,“ seploured,” Yhiack,” and "egro,

with Yietle If any dis:fncttoﬁ beﬂngrma&e'betwean the words., Yaiker

y,

e

used these werds {nterchangeably to des?gnate people of Africaon ancestry.

But Walker, bardly representatsve of black thinkers generaiﬂy, had
simply done what would beconms w:despread among blacks of a later perind:
ha atgached h!s Cmtny maanlﬁg to names such as biack colored and Negro,.
apparently Envest%ng them with atl the positive quaiities which he
sssociated with the name ﬁfracan.zz -

walkér was ROL slone in u%ing more than one tem En referring to.

nis people. During the isze=f tha contributars to Freedom’s Journa%

23

alao vsed roughly the same appel!atnnas aﬁd with mueh the same intent.
it is reasonable to assume, however, gnnsider:ng the sharpness of tha
.differences ralsed and recorded in the late 1830%s over what black
pecple shouid call themselves, that more than a faﬁ tlack people by the
time of the appearance of ualker s Eggggl_had decided that they were
mer@!y descendants of Afraca, and there the raiationsh!p ended, This

wWas in sharp contrast to Walker wha, though g!ven to uslng more than one

rarm in raferring to blacks, considered all people of African ancestry
iy JARL: °f

g bgng§iigiigiiggﬁfzjcan with profound obligations 20 ﬁfricans _every=

whare.

In any evant, one of the eariiest and most serious deives to

Jettison the vords colored and African topk place at 8 meating of tha
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Hegrc‘COﬁvenfion mo?émeﬁt in 1835, an effore spe&rheadad by the chicf
" antagonist cf racial &esigna&icns of ény kind, Mr. William Whipper.
At that maeting a resoiut!cn was passed exhorting biack peopla to 'fas
- far as possible . . . abandon the use of the werd ‘enlored,® when éather
speaking or writ:ng cencernzng thenmelves, and especaa1iy to rempve tha
gitie African From their Institutions, the marbles of churches, ete.t A
The minutas of the meeting peveal that the resolutions, put forth by
Whipper, after van animated and Interesting discussion . . . was
unannmousiv adogted 2
5ut more than opposition ‘to the words "cofored" and “African"
wa; jnvoived. 1In caliing for the rermoval of the word African from
- tiéles and from the marSIEE of churches and cther inséitutionﬁ, the
desirab!!ity of the disappearance of the all- bﬂack character o? the
- institutions to which tha rcsoiutian referred wasg stroﬂgly Emptied
:Et 55,—howe;;r. quite unl!kely ;Eat the prime movar of the resolution,
He. Nhippér, during the discussion qf the sotion, made Tts full Intent
ke, That he was cautlous emough £o assart with reference to the use
of the word caiored that the term be abandonad “az far as possible”
'suggests an éarly willingness on his part, quite uncharacterlst!c of
him Iater. to :oﬂprom!se on this matter. That he made reference to
removing the word African from the marbles of Enstitutions instead of
urg!ng exp!!cltiy that al! black Enstitutiuns bz transformed into color~
biind ones, as he would later, attests a2 eortain reluctance on his part
in 5335 to mount an nvcr? cemaa!ga for sueep?ng ﬁtructural changes.
Tha questfon !s°' why were Whipper's attacks on black national!sm

at thot time measured? Coutd it be that ha wos roving with some caution
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because ta doubted that feeling agalnst biack 1nstitutions Qas ST rOng
lenbugh‘to support an all=-oput attack 09 var:cus mapifestations of b1ark
nationalism? 1f ona considers his subsequent stratagy in the names
conkroversys such @ possibiﬁgty'is altogethar {ikely. What does seem
clear, even during the 1815 meeting, is that 1n advocating the removal
of phe name African from the marbles of churches and other Institutions
he hoped to foree flssures SO great that they would panetrate to fgunda~
tions aﬁd eventually cause the collapse of tnstitutions contra!led by,
and serving the parzicuiar needs of peopfe of cotor. -Only ealor-blind
grgans of interracial harmony were ‘cons idered desirable by Whipper.
There were grounds for helieving that some of the men present
who felt the need to maintain control ovey their churches, lodaes and
~grher !nstnutions hoped that tha time would cnn! when there
would no longer be ait-b!ack or all~white {astitutlons but non-raclat
seructures for aﬁﬁ.zs The passage of the Hh!pﬁer resolutjon made
é5p€ciaiiy viv id the desire of som? of lts backers to oppose attenpts
un%ess mounted interraclai!y, Lo I!heraae thelr peopie, Could jt be
that just as captain biacks ceased refarring to ghemseives as Africans
- ?oilcw!hg the establishment of the American Colenization Society =
still others, perhaps some of the same, thought involvement in all-
hlack erganlzations an Encitemant te whl:as to regard them as that rasch
" more éilen te Amerlca? perhaps thls theory gxplaing why Samuel

Corn%sh when the debate over names surfaced tn the pages of his

paper I 1839, took sharp jsspe with 2 Hthpar who by then
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had thrown all cautnon to the wind in adwocating the elimination of
raclial desngnatmns, mdeed in denouncing all organizatnons comprised
exc!usi-vely of hlacks.zs ‘ ‘

Thouah we need to know more about Wilijam Whipper and the origins
of assimilationist movements, It _is: likely that the “‘shock” nf‘being
forced to turn away from the word African had caused many blacks to
attempﬁ to foree afr"ica further snd further into thelr subconscious minds,
For those who felt shame rathes than pride in belng of African ancestry,

the opport@!:v to abanden the word African spust have been welcoma. In-

any casae, the loss of popularity of the word waAfrican' was accompanied

by an intenw, pratraated c.ampa!gn among numerous 1 jeaders to p ve, targely

gmnted freedom.zy And though men secure in the faith thaz the!r people

R

should malatalin thele o lnstitutions openly oppcsed :ha Colmization
Society and procialmed love of their African homaland, no doubt others,
out of & sense of !ear, concentrating thelr energles on being ccegted
by zha !argar society, kept thelr ona!w to Africa to theme!ws to
more easily establish their right to rema!n in America. The fear evokad
. “in farge nurbers of blacks bv the prospect of belng remwed from the.
only YTand they had kmm must have reached the propcrtlons of terror in
‘some, making Bt easier for them to turn thair backs on !nst_i:utlons with
tha word "African' in their tEtl_es.28 snother step for some should have
been aasy encugh o :iake: sursus one's Frzedom by enlisting Interracial
'coopemﬂcm,-thereby achleving .a degree of lnsulation from that greater
white hostility which a sel Fpmpe!!cd black movement might Invitae.

Ey- the year In which William Whippar launched hls second major




assault against conplexfonal designations, 1839, the novement agalnst alil-
black organizations apparently had grown to Impress?vé propartions. An

opening editorial of The Colored Amarican, in which Cornish expiained why

he chqsé the title of his paper, drew from Whipper a number of letters
that, taken as a whole, form a model of early Yintegrationist'! fdeoloyy,
though the word integration was mot In usé  at that time. Befare

returning to Whipper, however, Full cons ideration should be §Iven to

Cornish's egglanation for the title of his paper, for he was putting

" forth more than Just a name but a defimition of the positlon which he

-thought people of color occupled in fmerica life. This time the debate

over namas would reveal, perhaps as never before recorded, not enly a

split of interests regarding what the group should be called but, be-

e e e e o eyt b ar_ om

neath that surface friction, ideological differances of the deepest nature,
Pee———— - - - -

" Acknowledging that differznces of opinion had baan expressed gver
tthe nawe ¢f the papef and attempiing to justify “toiorgd Amarican® os an
appropriate ¢itle, Cornish rafséd & concarn which had been sgitating
sizeable numbers of blacks ever since the foundlng of the Colenization
Society. As to the cholce of the word "Amarican,’ the editor, to an
axtent making stew use of an old argument, contended that the distinction
more emphatically balonged to his people"than to five-sixths of this-
pation,* and sald that it was .- ' )

ene that we will never yleld. In complexion, in blesd,
and In nationality, we are decldedly more excluslively

* "Americant than our white brethren: hence the propriety

of the name of our paper, Colored American, and of
fdentifying the nama with all alr fnstitutions, Ip

spite of our onemies, who would rob 0s of our nation-
ality.22 .

Corn}sh's moaning regarding blacks belng more American in eomplenion
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and in blood is puzzling. But if he wa3 referring to admixtures of

_tadian and European blood arong blacks, than his esle=n for that new
combination would not have been shared by contemporaries such a3 Henry

Highland Garnet and Martin Delany, who prided therise!ves on the purat\;

: O
of their Afr’icanness,E Jaregver, Corntshte enthusiasm For Mamariean®

e

was not shared by free blacka genera!ly, who were undergoing 2 slow,

" painful and sametimes embarrassing trans%tuon from thinking of them- : ‘

seives as africans to vegarding rherselves Americans, @ pmceﬁs that.

wou!d pot be corm!ete& even faMc-&ing the emancipation of the staves.

uh!'ie the terms weolored” and ﬁegm mat with notable success between |

1815 and the Clvi! Yar years in clatming argamzatmnai gities that

might otherwise have carrie& the wcrd "'African," it was oot untll fater

that "Amerfcan enjoyed popuiarfty amang biack peogsie, and then largely

in the form of Afro-fmerican, reflecting & “dnubie consciousness. wit . i

it would be 3 mistake to inteﬂpret The CQIored American o o

pditorial 2¢ on attempt 1o hava people of éoior rove away From group

mmtiousneﬁ so thst 1t would be saster for then 1o be accepted by the -

lapger sac;!e.rty as individuals. As empioyed by Cornish and most blacks

of the 1830°s, ”Eo?ored"’ was a deslgnat!cm of militance, @ word reflecting e

the specia! Knterests of the group, just as African and "iree” African
M

once o rroved 3

nd affirmed & certaln determined and rather pervasive

sense of community among northern b,lacks. Ul:hout such & dis:lnctron,

Curﬂ!sh‘ :houéht, it wou!d be difficult for his peop!e to "he known'® and

thatr Interests to be “presented in mﬂmun!ty"jzthus the need for ”sen-a |

distlnc;t spect fic name - snd what appel!ation is st inoffensive, 30

accepkahie as colored paoplc - lecred Amer!cans?“
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Ve are writtsn abouls preached €0, and prayed for, as

Hagroes, Africans, and blacks, At} of which have be=n

s rereotyeed, a5 nomes of rearoach, angd on that accaunt,
if po other, 3re upaceoptabie. Let we and our friends
wunite, in baptizing the term 'rolored pmericans,’ and
penceforth Tet us he written of, preathed of, and prayed
for as such. l%}is'the tyye term, and one which i

above raproachs

foart from the reiative ncwneés of the term, why tornish thought

. seglored” would not becom® of fensive =~ in fact, Was not already offensive

ro sowe whiles and blacks - is ieft'nnexgiained. perhaps he thought

peopie of African ancestry would be mOTE
began referring 0 ghemeelves &3 colored

be egpﬁoézd‘fﬁ due COUTSE, and ane which

acceptable O whites if they
Arevicans - & my th which would

wWas rq!ated vo Frederick

paug%aig‘ palief that hlacks wers being elhowed off the atveets of”

frarica and peing proscribed vecavse they regarded Africa, and not

. hmerica a3 their home. ip any events tornish’s exhgrtatioﬁ to biacks

to call themselves colored ﬁmericaﬁs was

not carried out by biack con=

tributoys O his nexsPRpers fm part because TOST placks were mOFE con=-

eorned about tesuss affecting their people than In adhering religtousty

ro ® singls appeiiatfaﬂ;

gornish's fallure ro evoks Interest in tha term pmerican, hows

gyar, Day well have meant-that black peaplé in the lést three decades

pefore the Civ!tluar,'subjected to crush

ing poiiticai, ‘econamic and

_gther forms of oppressions found 1t rather oo difficult te cons i der

themselves Amaricans, even cotorad Amaricans. Amavican nationality,

_non-existent for blacks a% far as object!ﬁe reallty was concerned, Was

probably pot feit by the majority of Hor

feu . slaves.

thern blacks and by very, very
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The iﬂtensity of the debate over s group designatien quickenzd
wnera it was tied, a5 Ft was !n thz exchange batween Cornish and uhlpper,

t¢ basic strategies for securing the Hberatlon of b!ack _peaple, North

and South. Such a stmtegy was the unsubtie motive force behind |

. et

Whipper's attack on the fnciusion of 2 racial designataon in the ti‘tle

‘the E:olored Amarican. Wwhipper, & respected fighter for the righr.s of

his people, Framed what amounted to the c!assic argument against people
af color using terms which set-th_em apart from white ﬁ;n:erilcans, and Im
the process secome the purveyor of thé ar_chetypai statement of what would
in time ba ca-”e& {ntegrationism. Compiexfenai distinctions were, in
-his vi‘eﬁ, always to be condemned, whether white or black, He con jured

. people of color to wiogk at the incorporated feature rof complexional
d!&tinct!dn I our churches, schosls, beneficlal, and ‘i\ita‘raw sociecies,”
Artacking the mnvgniné of a conver'itliod of Colored Ut!zeﬁs'o;’r the gr&unds

of “complenional distinction,” Whipper hroadened his assault te encompass

Black instltutioris,' Inciuding ) The Colored "An;erican newspapar, sug~
- gestlng that those lnst‘iwzsons and that mw%paper should not be Mdefaced"
y the insertlon of compiexfonal terms, pcslt!ng that all-bYack Insgitu-~
tlons should npt extst.35 in 2 word, he would enly acknowledge unlversal
rights and = colér-b‘!tnd America. He was the comp!ete;, consumate inte-
grationist of ante-balfum Amr!ca, .
in answering H‘nipper, tornish struck at the heart ef his argument,
his epposition to the existence of sepa'rate biack organizations and
Emtimtioés c‘xplain'inq that those instltutlom came Into existence a3
" a result of “desparata nacessity, not om spirlt of of caste; ha

srrongly ebjected to \hlpper's daslire to see the nama of hls paper "ground




to powder.t ‘How grind a name to powder? he asked. 'Oniy by éeatroying
the: thing named.“ga' His distinction betwaen namas‘aﬁd ghe thing or '
asctual condition, elamentary as it was, would prove @ useful one for
others to make whatever thelr positTon on the proper group designation.
Cornish's rejo§nd=r was by no means sufficient to silenca thppﬂr.
Yhs & peopie,”™ Whipper fired back, 'Me are deeply aff!ncted with ‘ecolor-
phobia® fand not withstanding there may have bean causes sufficlent to
implant it into our minds}, it Is arrayed agalnst the spiric of thrist-
lianiiy, republican freedom, and our commcn happiness, and aqght once now
and forever to be sbolished.” Whipper thought cotorphobié an evil, one
which héé to be met without delay. Hore vividly thas in his first
fetrter, he denounced the presence in Ame}tca of black institutions which
In [tself was & renewal of ks assault on all organizat§uns with "complex-
fonai® titles: "We nmust throw off “the d:stinctive features in the charters

of our churches, and other €ns£¥tumions."3? .
Bit

thipper's position provided an occasion for the most sophisticated
axponent of black nationaiism of the anta-~bellum perlod to express him-
seif. Mo doubt not as all-encompassing in his statement of nationatism

as Walker, and not as effective In putting inte practice nationalist tensts

gnd fostering the overall ﬂationalist movement as Géfnet& the man who slgned

his letters "Sidney” was perhaps the most accomplished theoriticlan of the
threge. A man who pro%cd beraath tha urface of tha names controversy and
taild bare the Fundanuntal idaologles and movemonts be!ng contested Sidney

: 'readlﬂy-percelved that Whipper's concern over what blacks should call




themselves ruflected 2 far deepar problem, ona involving both method-

plogy and ultimaiz shjectiver Whipper wanted to empioy'Integrated“
' pethods, blacks and whit#s working in the sama organizations with no

conicern tar color distinctiens, to achleve a Free and color=bliind

5oc§ety. He began his riposte by suggesting that Lm|ppﬂr s views were
"hy no means novel and unheard of,'” and éndicated that, since the con-.
vention of 1835, Integrationist parthanﬁ had picked up new adherents.

They pepresent the views of a respectabie portion of our - g
people. Thay are the sentiments which have characterized :
the congroversy, which has hean carried between many of

our brethren . . . this controversy . . . has been carried

T on for the past threa or four years wlth snngulag earnast~
ness, <, and at times, e T Warm pertinacity - - - !talics

added.

The anocnymous authors who may well have been Henry Highland Garnet

or ﬁ!exandar Crumelil, tald down what was Fundamental!y 2 nationalist

precept, one to which both those who believed in black nationa!!sn as

a modus oparandl and those who would Iater*v!ew it as a possible end ‘ |

in Teself cubseribed: - only blacks cou!d in the end, no matter how

great the muppera from their gliles, secure their freadom, Sldney, who ‘

was very much In the tradition of Walker and Garnet sald that Abolltlon=~

fsts could redouble sheir efforts, could great!y Yaxert their means“

condlt!on of b!aaks would renain essantiai!y the samz, and their
,,

and the

suffarlngs would go “uﬂmit!gated, uniess we awaken to & consclousness

 of a momentous responsibliiiey . - We occupy a poesition, and sustain

relat!ons which they cannct possibliy assums, fhey are our allles =

: Ours is the battle. n39

what -relatlonship dld a “complcxlonat distlnctlon” have to the
thrust of the movemant,: to alliances with othar?

In coming Torth as. ‘colored Americans, and pieading for
our rights, we nalther praclude the pacessfty, nor
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Eorbid the asztien of gur friznds, no more than the -

Americans forbade the help of their French allies.

Yo ask their sympathy, and entreat their prayers

and efforts. The praricans received the aid and

cooparation of their French alliesy but they kept

the ldea of American resistance to oppression dis=

tipct and prominent. A3 wise men, they-kned much
. depanded upon ¢hat. They knew not what evils -

perhaps failure, = might result. from an agmintufe of

extranzosities, ' : :

i¢ was against the t'f_\eamticai backdrop of the call Mfor the
" axertion of a peopie peculiarly taterested in 183 objects't that the
Albany conventlon of Celored Citizens, toe which Whipper hégi gbiected,
_ had taken place. Sidney helisved that blacks, as an aggrieved peeple,
had .a duty to perfor® activities peculliarly their ovm, that this obti-
gation was dictated by common Sensy and reased, t1and the testimony of
history.® To answer any other theory oF eall would represeat sgrayling
from the paths ‘of thalr fathers, who had come togethér slong raclal tines
" in order to attempt O solve their prubllems,&‘ §ldney rejected whipper's
denurciatlon of speciﬂt actions, and accusad him of being able to ndeal

In nothing but géneraﬁlities - unfvarsalities.” He sald that he and

those for vhom ha spoke had no sympathy 4l th that cosmopol fting dis=

position which tromples upofn :_v_'ii natlonativy,” and which, while egclrci%ng

ghé unliverse, eheorises awa;y the most neaded Biessings, and biighis

‘the dear;esg hopes o.F‘ a peogfe."nz in cppqs!ng .the"cnﬁrnolpo!‘lting"ssﬂrit,
and in ohjectling to the preoccupatlos;s of sémez blacks with 'universa_is,
Sidney pmflgu'.lred on the pelltical tevel, as did barnet ‘soms years Tater,
a debate which would take ;’:lgce irn the next century on tha aesthatic
plane: To whot extent, in’;hcrt, should people of cotor ln Arerice be

c:oncermd'\;ﬁth untwrsa%s? Beyond that argumant, he raised yet another,
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apparently In res;:onée to whi te and black eritics, thch vould be posed
in almost precisely the sém& manner mere than 3 eentury later. He
ventured that !-F‘ one waters and preserves a plant that parforms in his
room it does not follew that all other plants are distiked. Spasking
far blacks of similar persuasi‘cn, he said they did Ynot belleve that In
foving our mother's sons, our brothers, that therefore we create a cord
of caste, and exclude mankind from our s*i'gh:r:s..‘”!"3 -

In one of the Finest defenses on record of the need For autonomy

among blacks, the young nationatist argued that the best representatives

of the oppressed are the oppressed themsalves, that even an abrupt dise

play of intense feeling from them is more effective than the most polished

and refined sloquence from thelr atifes, though prompted by desp humanily..§

tn.the process of vindicating their character, which suffers from the

overlord‘$ projection of the stigmz of inferioricy onto ‘zhem, the eppressed,
not s’lalying on “abstract d-isquis‘yitﬁon from sy?spa'thiziﬁg friends,” wust
'disp‘iw _"energy“ of character and elevation of sou%.“% fn a spirlt which
recalls David Walker, and 2 long line of nét'ionaiists who followed him,

Sidney vemarked:

This is a radical assurance, 2 resistiess evidence both

. oF worth and maniiness, and of earnest intention and
deep determination. We malntain that these evidsnces -
these feelings, desires and capacities, eust stand out
prominently, at coming from thair proper sQuree, to
have thelr rightful influenco . . . experience proves
that they lose by retaiiment or admixture. Let an ex-
pression of our wants and feeiings be produced by others,
ond should there be anything of charactar, intellect, or
dlgnity ﬁonnected with i1t, It is not pradicated of our
abliity.?® o ‘

 ¥hen docuzants demanding the‘ rights ‘of blacks and setting forth

their vlews, and astensibly written by colored men, have turned out to
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be the productions of Hhiteé the effort on behaif of blacks has fallen

taaverfess to the ground.” This underetanding of the nsed for geople of
calor to do the basic work of liberation was not new but thé realization
of thelr sires, the thinklng o} their fathers, who had acted in that way
for years. it was this conviction,” according to Sidney, which led to
5wl

che concenteation of thelr energies In the annual coavention in
other words, as Sidney ébrrectiy pointed out, the tradition of black
Jeadars fdunding grgasizations the composition and direction of which i

were determined by biacks :hemseives was a very oid one,

tbvicusty referring to blacks im the korth, he was aware of the
Fact that orggnlzat}ons formed after the Amarican war of Independence -
the #irsk real opportunity for hlacks to develop organizations of import
@ fepsesenteé. in = number of instances, deliberate, aggressive cholces

- for the men who taunched them, which raiseé an Intriguing and hitherio

negiected question for histerians: fs it péssible thSt the éér]y fmpulse
among people of coler to form ali-black organlzations ewad as much o
hfrican trad!ﬁioas, a!ded by thelr relative isolation as 2 proscribed
and cppressed group in America, 2% to European nationalist example? fin-
) deeé Is ia posslble that the Inspfratlon for sarly black nationalist
forms In Assrica owed more to African traditions of tribal loyalty and

hagemony? cou!d the great bulk of Africans, hefc}e the n?nateenth cen=

TUPY, with thousands heing breught inte Americaz via the slave trade
have forgotten -and not been_remtnded that at one. time their peopla had
chair own orgasizazierns and rlto: and tribes with asllcalances a3 3trong

as thosa Inspired by European nationst? Could Sidney hava had such

questlons in mind and antwared them In the affirmative?
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Whatever the origins of the African impulse to natlonalism in
Amarica, Sldney insisuted that Blacks would have to rely on their owm
actElvity and enerﬁy. The development and growth of black pecple
depended, according to him, "upon the ﬁutttﬁg furth o% v-ahateve.r pover
we possess,’ an exertion whtéh could not be made Yhy the éfép?uyment of
forelign NFRLY) (:ilj:!ﬂg the frish = that "‘long-lnsuite& and deaply

_ injured people” '»i as &n example of those who did not eschew exclusive

assc:dat?oﬁs, who used exclusive effort to sweep away every Windrance

before them, 5idney moved on te credlt the reliance of colored men on
themselves for thelr mﬁcipaticn in the West lnd!és.hg. Thus, um;g
nat!ons as-analagues to the experiences of blacks in Amric’a,, he clearly
Impiied that his people in the U.%5. constiteted 2 naticn.

Mot before having written several letters to The Colorsd American

did Sldney take up In extended form Wnipperts ohjection to the name
“eolored,' by then more éw‘idexy used by Eslacks' tﬁan any other, 't will
be seen that we havaiargmd the mattee thus far he avarved, "without
ahy rafereﬁca to color.® In pravious communications, the briii?a;nc

young man noted [t had bean his object to defend measures employed by

his fathers [n past times, of his brothers of ‘the'preéent tim,"in thelr

jaudable self-exortion to elevate themselves. 'S While not avolding the
issus, he was nevartheless disturbed by the emphasis glven to color,

This esndless elamoring about teolar,t Is allke devold
of reason, as It 1s disreputable for us as a people,
The people are perishing by opprezsion, and oyr lead-
ers, onc opposing the other, upon a word . . . when
“zhey should be uslhg tha feslatless energy of principle,
te vindlicate thelr wrongad and desply injured mrathren;
and Instead of giving llving, productive actlion - pro-
posing idlo theoriest3® .
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In defending the use of the word colored, Sidney argued that

wharaver people are oppressed distinctive action or organization is

Mmr Since tha colored people of the 1.5, were oppressed,
they were therefore ''required to act In accordance with this fundamental
pﬂnciph’e;” Me said that m?m; had been so disturbing to sém bFacks, ‘
- meaning Whipper especially, that they “have written long arti;.:les to
baﬁ‘ish the designating term into oblivion.! 'The coiﬁr God has éiven
'us,'”' he asgerted 2imost serenely, ‘we are sat‘isfied withs; and 1 Is & -
‘matter of E‘;ut Htﬂe moment to us, whe may be displeased with it.‘is]
Addressing h’ImﬁeM to fhe possibiiity that Whipper might attribute
ﬁrejudice to color, and therefore dissuade penp!e-from using the term
enlored’ « which was precisely what Whipper was r;aying ~ Sidney afgued
that If it [prajudice] is the resuit of color, then Tt does pot proceed
" from the wordy and If that feolor], is"'the cause, and #r. ¥, [Whipper]
desires gb act upon the.cause, tﬁen let him commence his operations upon:
the co_‘?ar.“sz ‘ : ) 7

. Prejudice for S!dngy had _iitt_fg to dqlwil'h cotor; It proceaded
aore from the jcﬁﬂditioﬂ oécup.ﬁed by.b‘lacks‘ and was therefore '_'a moral -
phanmnfsn,'a wrong éxerc%sg oi'; the sentiments Vand. sympathles, and a
dizease of the will.” Wnlte peopie simply had to get over Jtheir pre-
,]ﬁdlces, for blacks shiould net yield to them in this area. Since thelr
 goler had core from God, blacks should be pleased with it, Mand so mﬁs‘t
" they [whites} get to be. Surely the term colored Is not disgusting to
Hr. W, and hls E}!ﬁnds? They cannot be ashamed of their idantity with
the negro race!"ss :

The term colored was écceptéble to Sldney because lt,‘liko alt
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sarrect-and proﬁar definltions, distingﬁ?sﬁed its ¢lass or chbject from ¥ -
athers. Sines from Eime -irmadorial various groups ;Fuumumhad been dis-
tinguished on the grounds of color, there was nothing objectionable -
about applying the term colored to blacks in America. Hgférring to red
‘ﬁea, black men, white men, and others, Sfdney'asked:- Yido the terms
evzate prejudice, or are they employed from prejudiceT' and answersd:
“usicher gne, There Is, then, 60 such marvellous power in the word as
to make it 50 repugnant to the tender sensibilities of Hr. H.“sh |
$idney concentrated hls analytical and ereative powers on the ‘7
setual relationships betwesen the ogpressaf and opp}essed, on demonstrating
the need for Afro-American autonomy. Refusing to be daflected by dasig;
nations, he nevertheless had not svoided answerfng Whipper's contention
that black peopla‘shouid svoid racial designations, but sot before using
the argunent ovér‘nawes as a point of departure fpr‘making a notable
gpngribution to the developrent of biacE nationalist theopry. His
Krejoinder to ¥hipper was at times representative of the thinking on the
fssue of a significant number of Teading blacks of his period, for whii fe
ftnding more than one designatlon proper he sssoclated &hém alt with
Africa, as demonstrated in on2 of his responses:
That we are ¢olored, is.a fact,'an vndeniable fact.
That we are descendants of Africans - colored people
- pegroes IF you will, is true. We affirm there is
pothing in it that we need to be ashamed of; vyea,
_yather much that we may be proud of, There is, then,
om our part, as identified with the negro race, no ‘
veaseon why the term should be repudiated. 5
$idney's exprossion of prida in blackness, a pride bereft of

chauvinism, can be traced back In written sources ko Benjamin Banneker

in the 1790%s, in this connection, it Is worth notlng thét,,given the
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axtrom forms which white chauvlnism took in matters ranging from
potitics to aesthetics, not one of the great nationallsis of ths nine~
taenth century, including Martin Delany, attempted to elavate b!a:knﬂssf
to the Jevel of a mystique. Sidney's attitude of cool confidence in
blackness may well have mzant that he was peréonaf!y secure in his
hilackness, since insecurity toward blackness is not anrequentiy
assoelatad with an aggressive, challenging stance in tes favor.

Sidney®s opposition to Whipper represented the interest of the black

natiewaiisu in preserving the fdentity and Institutions of his people,

a process, it seems that was so na&ura% for him that he cou!d discuss

O

iv with quiet, controlled passion.
iy

The‘coniraversy ovar names dﬁring the sighteen thirtles snd
forties sliso discliosed critical gradations along the continuum between
hlack mationalism and iﬁtegratlmnism. for example, Frederick Douglass,
" who desired the ultimate absorption into American ilfe of his people,

displayed 1fttle of the rigidity of arch integrationlst Whipper. While

by no means as ‘great a bellever in the autonemy of blacks as Sldney,

Douglass navertheless wecognized the necessity of people of color having

gontrol of thelr owm insz!tut!ons as Yong as prejudice persisted, The B

young Douglass was, in- addltion, no more wll!lnq to dlspense with raclal
designations than bhe was‘prepared to soe people of eolor give up thely
linst!tut!mﬁs, inciuding nowspapers, in the Interest of Integratlon.s6 '. . ;.
ia an editorial In his Iﬂg_ﬂgjﬁﬁl§sgﬂbin 1848, on§ probably written by : ‘i&

" kim, the continuing discord in block cireles over approaches to freedom
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and dignity was aCkpredged, ahc! it was indicated tlhatftf;ese differences
were reflected in the debate over names, tn fact, the editorlal con-
cernsd the skjection of some Vbiack;s to the existence of black newspapers .
@avond that, it was reported, thare was dis;étisfaétion in some quarte;s
with "the very mention‘of calor.t The editﬁria! denied that colored
newspapers served to perpetuate a repugnant distinction between colored
and white peopie, and tﬁereby warred against equabity forrail Americans.
tia have, sometimes, heard persons re;ect the very mention of color and
to counsel its a_«bandonmnt" ran-one tine. The Horth Star admi tted of
Ao such sentiment and denied being sensitive on this @iﬂt: UFagts are
gacts; white Is not black, and black is not white. There is el ther '
good sense, RO COMMON hOﬂ“StY, in trying to forget this distinction. w3
Douglass, not as interested tn Africa as Walker and Garnet, and
a propcﬂent of the view that the destlny of biacks would most assuredly
be worked cut in Rmrim, seldom used the word African when referring V
1o people of color o Amerxca, fven though he found it gulte difFfleult
indecd to regard the fand of nis birth as the home of black people, his
taliaf that blacks wé?e inextricably bound to Amarica probably accounted
for his moré or less consistent avoidance of the rerm African as @
daslgnat!oa for his peopla. The fact, however, that Garnet, who belleved
amsrica the home of blacks, used the word African sore frequently than
Bouglass In referring to his peopls i!!ustrated that something other

than & systematic and Togical appraach to hames was often empioyed.

Eike Sldney and Walker, Henry Highland Garne: did not consider the -

quast for & s!ngle designation for his peopla to be of great moment. His

attitude on this matter wes in part a product of his essential reabism,
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of his interest in getting decisive rasults when approaching the prm‘:«
fems of his pebple, The mame controversy, no dm.bt cuntnmsa]!y refusled
by frustration resulting frsm the fallure of each generatmn of l:lacks
te make real progress toward freedom atyd creative'fulfii!mnt, drew )
satient remarks from Garnet oa more than one occasion. The fundamental
quastion for him in 1848 was similar to the one taken eariier by 31dney;
It concerned the necessity to concentrate dn breaking the chains of
_ oppression:

How unprofitable it s ¥or us to spend vur golden
. moments In long and solemn debate upon the quastions

whether we shall be called 'Africanz,’ *Colored Amer~

lcans' or 'Africo Americans,® or ‘Blacks ' The

question should be, my friends »_shall we arlse and
aet Vike men, and cast off this cterrible yokelav

Sarnet returned to the name [ssue more than ten years. later.
Then, 83 remarked before, ke pointed out that he had warned large sumb~
ers of his people that they wére mistaken Ip teying te !gnore the facg
that they were of African ancestr}' and black = ¥ kﬂew they were wrong®;
"1 told them so™ = in speaking of un?ve-rs.s'l rfghts 2s iF they did not
have problems particularly thelr own, It s esgeciaﬁy worth noting
that Garnat, speaking In 1859, sald that “i&”im%ﬂ&i‘lﬂﬂ". in

‘Mew England of holding a- tafore& Hen's Lonvention was i;_a'have the jdea

scouted.’ That attltu&e "ran all nver-‘ ihe free states; and by and by we

golor. . . .“59 {iralics added.}
By Ya few yezrs ago't It Is unlikaly that Garnet was referring to
& period during éhe 1850"5,_ conslder!'ng the exceadingly harsh anti-black

measures taken throughout most of the decade, Bis reference to tha
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" known simply as America'ns, white it s gndzniable that during Recoen
5truc‘tficm biacks more than ever began tQ think of themsalves as Ameericans
because dazzingly promising yistas ceomed for 2 while to be opening be-
fore them, there was stifd considarable evidence of interest in tha ancesi~
ral home, & gandency 00 the part of S0T8, and et uninfluential people of
color at that, to refer tO ghemseives a% Mricans.sl i Fagt, one aof the
w05t i?imrest‘ing of 2}l references 1O Africa oﬂc;urred in 1875 in the touse
of Repres?entatives in Washington when South taroima Legislator, and
forme? as%adate of Garnat and the African #.‘;iv‘ihzatioﬂ Secietys Richard
taln responded o an ugly artack upon his psop!e by countering:

The gentieman Further 5tates that the Péﬂgrc race 15

ghe world's stage aetor - the comic gantef a1l over

zhe Yand; that he taughs and he dances. gir, well

e may; there are Fore reasons for his 1aughing and

dancing nov than ever before. fhere 27 more sub-

stantial reasons why he should ba happy NoW than

guring atl the two hundrad years prior o this time.

How he dances 8% an African; then ne crouched as @

The Influence of tha word Africaﬁ wzs such, even in the decades
%Hwing siavew, that not o few whites used that appelstic®, amﬂg
athers, i referring 0 tlacks. ﬂot saintaining cans } sgency aither,
they at times ‘chasa thelr desngnatlons - zave for the ter® waiggert -
acearding to vhat Wa3 respectabia and fashilonzbie among ‘blacks them
golves., One of tha many emmp!es of white peopie calling blacks Africens
tn the last half of the nineteemh century was John y. Forney's descript”
jop of an ancounter between tha former yice-president of the Confederacy.-
Menzmder Stephens, and Robert Brown Elliet, ‘the black javiyer and legis-

jator from South carolina: "HF. grephens - « © spoke January 6, 187k,

and Hr. Eliiot, thc c.o!orcd champlon of the jiberation vace, followed him

R et
AT
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the next day. | cannot describe the House when the two men addressed
it, especially when the Afrlcan answared the caucasian.“sj

Hore significant than scatiered, individual references to various,
appelations for biack people - following 5-i-a§arv) as before = were those
finked to movements, institutions and soc;a! upheavais in America. In
umch the same way that emancipation and Recon;truct:on rapresented proﬂ
found changes in the lives of b!ack__ people, the violent denouncement of
ﬁecalnstruction across the South, sweepi'ng the great majurity of black
people back toward reens lavement, must have affected the consciousness
of the race- in ways nearly as profound as the hopa insplred by freedom
fs"ma slavery, enough at laast te have it Borne in up-:;n them tﬁat, b=
ever they reg&rded themsefvas, the vast eajority of white Arericans,
Horth as weil 23 South, did mot cons'ider them .ﬁmrican citizens, per°\
haps 5ot aven Americans. And whatever whites thought of them, peopla
of coiar were nob treated as mracans.

Hore than that, the flood o? im{grants pouring into the country'
in the last half r)F..the century coupled with the grotesgue contra=
dictions he-tween mrican practice and preachmant, espec!a!ly relating
to blacks, ralsed the questlon of just what constituted an American.

-If ghe Tords of tha jand had no entightened conception of what truly
!ay behind the phrase, 1f the majority of ardinary citizens knew Nl:!:la
of the meanlng of being American - and the evidence suppprtlng_both
éontegnttons is persuasive + then how could more than four milllon'ex'-_
slaves, the victlis of mora than two centuries of propagands denying
thelf very hum;an?ty, have known what It seant to be American? They had

ne clcr;ujr philosophy on the subject, it is true, but thare Is reason ti:;
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‘beiie\re that, ironfcally as it seerm;s, they were much ¢loser to the mark
than whites: post emancipati-on blacks, as the speeche;'s of their repre--

~ s=ntatives confirm, sensed that 'baing Amrican meant belng included, on
the -basis of equity, In the Body pgiltic, of resgééting the rights of
others, Irrespective of color, ‘and éf being respected in zurn.éh As the
fires of Reconstruction were being extinguishad, the I'top-es of many
biacks for Arr;erican citfzenshig expired among the embers, and all but
the very insensitive must have wondered iF being American, in the sense
of belng free, would be possible for them.

. Tward the end of the century the ambivalence of many Afmn

'.&mrtcans soward their status in America was again reflect in &

serious debate over what they should calil thensefves, On that occasion

. as important name controversy orcurred within the African Hathodist
Episcopal Church over the.use of the word African. Once again, the

much deeper conflice between the conl:endﬂin'gl philosophies of inte-

grationism and black nationalism were involved., ft should be borne

in mind - Indeed emphasized - that as black churches found thelr |
: splrt:uai and Financial moorings fo!tmlng emancipanort vary signifi-
cant numbers of blacks, even as barriers Fell .in other areas, were nat

in the ‘iaast Intergsted In integrated churchas or Entegrat!oﬁ generaliy,ss

Such was true of the A, H E thurch novement during the Recon-

sgruction perlod and later, dQSpita the presence of dissldenta who Favored
lﬂtes’rac_lal churches. lndeed thalr opposlt:on ‘cauvsed a piveml ﬂgure

in the black church rovement, Benjamin Tucker Tanner, not only to defend
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the need for szparate churches but to define and defend the word African

fn African Methodist Episcopal Chureh.

What then is the Intendad force of the title African?
ts it doctrinal or national: It is First 'doctrinall
and secondarily 'national.’ The doctrinal goal to '
whtich the AM.E. Church aspired was the humanity of
the Negro . . . The sublime .truth, and mezans oniy
that men of African descent ara to be found there,

and found as men, not slaves; as eguals, not inferiors,
The doctrine 82 the Megro's humanity is its primary
significance.

The defense of the term Africen within the A.H.E. Church did noe

end with Tana;aer. Hear the end of the cantury, in the pages of r.he
official organ of that church, The f‘;ﬂﬁ. Lhurch Review, the debate
flared up again with the appearsnce of a piece by Hev. H.L.L. Astwood
a&wcating the substitution of the nama Allen for African in the title '_;!

of the African Methodist Ep:swpa! Church. The mission of the word

African, Astwood observed, was ended *when the race became citizens of

the Unlted States, and zccepted that citizenshlp.". As Far as ha was A o
concerned, and hers he displayed far more optimism than most blacks of ' ‘
his era, Blacks had,' through emancipation, taken on the'nationéllty of

the merbers of the larger society,e?

The eontinued use of the word African, Ast#ood polnted out,

- sounding rather Yike William Whipper, would contribute to the malntenance

of "the edivus discrimination which we have battled sc long and so fabth-

Fully l:ar dastroy." It was tltﬁe for biac.lf.slB he believed, to face thelr
poétar!ty bearfng the ‘prou& nare of citizens of America, throwing open S &l
the doors of thefr Fatht‘ar‘s Chusch 2nd bumsing A"Ht'thi'\ tea sacred pre- .‘ T
. @mﬂzy which served them so wail." in pza;e
Bk &w*m Afeican, he wanted to Yralse a monumcnt to Bishop M}an, the

clncts the name of their"'pé
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founder of this glorious inst!tulgion, under which name all races and '
peopte and kindred and tonguzs can unite ~ ‘ihe Allen Methodist Epis~
copal Church.' 68 ﬁgam ‘the dsspute over ms:ntu;icnai designations
kad ied the antagoniscs of “compiexlongh dastmctions” -to posit a more
qniversai position. And once again it had been a&vanced that, through
the megic of a word and the ehmmation of the all-black composution of
!nstitutianﬁ, fiberty might be won From whltes This was still believed
in some guargers,though the exertions of blacks for over & century had
nﬁt secured freedom, though not evan Radical faconstruction had brought
ab@ut the hoped fcr new arder, ' ‘
. Yet there surely were blacks - no doubt cnncentraied mainly

among the somevhal privileged elements - who agreed with or wanted to
beliove in Astwood's position, just as there had been 2 quite substantial
nwﬁber supporting Wiliiam Hhapper. hstacod's as@ertioﬂ that the l.denti'ty -
‘of blacks as Africans had been \os!, absorbed b;y a natmnallty hich we
have accépted and of vhiich we feei Justly proud, " was made Lo order for
zf.sose wantfng to escape any association with color, to forget the pain
and zragedf of being tegro iR Amer_ica.sg Thot his position was somewhat
axcesslive for even the moderlraté segmant of sriiculate blacks was demon-
strated by the response[s] to his cali for the elmination of the word-
Afrlcan. ' - ‘

the rejoinder wae finaliy offersd by the Reverend 4.T. Jenlfer,
who respondad with an argumsnt which would not be easy for those of Ast~
wood’% persuaslon to counter: lThey.we're. ha szle, ashamed of thelr Afrgican
pask, cf thair %ﬁ% SNCBREFY a«? ghelr calor, apd that was why they Te=’

co'(ted frgxn, why they wanted thalr people %o d!saséoc!ata themsslves from the
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¢ 1 Jepifer sh revidly accused Astwood and his

e are no 'Africans,

ward.

He chsarved, with same {icense, that the

Followers of postu]ating.m
- Germans of Amsrica wera fot sshamed of Germany though they were born in
£ the Frenchmen, trishmen,

the U.5.; and the same was true, he szid, ©

gEnglishman, and gther de

scendants of the varlous peoples making up the
mation. ‘Why, th;an," he ashked, vighguld the Negro ‘of this country, with
¢ African parentage. be ashamed of Africal”

African blood and ©
t of the earliest civile

Ashamed of Africal The sea
jzation, the cradle of arts and sciences; the earl-

lese nursery of the thureh of fod. Ashamed of the

place where Ahraham and Jesus went for refugel
- ﬁsha&md of the land of the Pyramtds and the Prolemies

 « a Bshamed of Africal
cwoad's charge that the word African in the title of the AMH.E.
jon of mambers of that church was mjected'

Ehurch injected'ca&te into religi

who was Targely c,orrect in stating that prejudice was pespon=

by Jeﬁ!fér.
€ African mtho&usm. Horeover, he sépp‘iied &

sibls for. the ex!stence 2]
s of black religicdus naticnalism,

perceptive probe into one of ‘the souree
ysing the name of the church to iliuminate his meaning. "[T]_o the pro-
scribed and downtrodden colored people of this country this name was 2
gymbol of hope; It wWas an asylum and an insplration=-a ‘prntes-t against
rebiglous oppressmn or proscriptloﬂ at the altar of God.t An asylum -
ading and biasphesous spirit of pre]udice,-a yefuge where

" from the degy
could be found; where black

ngpree minds and space to rise” people could
find “F!eids for usefulness oF developrent,” could exercise their .
e helplng advance thair

uld

Iﬂdlvidua!iw ancl ﬂse on the basis of marit whil
In a word, peop!e of color co

paople in the U.5. and e!sev-hare

AM_E. Church their mst Inportant institutlon.

fingd fn the
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Regarding ti;te work of missions, Jenifer wrote that ths ALM4LE.
Church “has always felt that under God shé haé a special mission to the-
dolored races, hence Africa has been a field of increasing interest.®

The AH.E.. Church, having 'plante_d its First mi_ssricm in Africa in 1821,
followed that with missions in Haftl, San Domingo and Briﬁ;i‘s.'h Guiana.73
Ho less important than this consideration was the fact that s great
many jeaders af the Church ~ and merhers of that Churchk = had come
" from the lowest d.z;;ths of b%éck Vife: "many of these cultured men and
WOMEN Were si‘aveé, while others are the children of slave parants of 7
one or twa generations.'-"ﬂ’ .‘

Because So many !aad;rs of tha-l:hurch had been slaves or the
children of slaves In part explains their Iﬁmlvemni_.; in 3 natlonatist
Institution such as the black church, for siave csﬁmmltie;s, aspecially
on large piantatims existad wir.h thelr owa subterranean Taws and
teaders, and the s‘iaw. preachar was mfteﬁ at the center of the s!avas’
comity.js Since it s known that ewm the ;slawe - gr perhaps one

should say especiaily the slave - Eréferréd his cwn religious ceremonies

ggﬂgg&_gﬁt_a_}‘_s_% It Is understandable that the overwhelming majar=
ity of ex-sTaves and thesaréce}plly invalved In the blaék cormuni ty wcut&
by pr:efgrepce,' after slavery, be found within the black religicus com
munity, which iiimin?s a larger maiity which, so far as § know, has
gone wnexglained: the fact that the great majué*lty of ante-balium black
natima”_ﬂts. were gx;slaues may we!ll have beaﬁ 'thé one most significant
determlna-ia;t in thelr advocacy of black autonomy. Of course, the pro-

: scribed.”fe with lts minimum of materi’éi opportunities which almost all

E people of color were farcad to Yive ruled out ﬂgni‘ficarzt class
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diiferentiation amolng them and, togethae wuth the 5lave harltagﬂ m" the
most gifted black Yeaders, contributad to @ sense of Mro«Anerwan
community. But the Hnaamaﬁts of what occurre:d in this area are nearly
all that we have at present. ‘

in the 1890"5 the term ﬁ?ra*ﬂn%mcan enjoyed conslderah%e popu-

larity. The dectine in the fortunes of black peapie following Rncan-,
strucr.icm may well have contributed to 3 reanzatmn Imong many that,
chiectivaly speaking, they were not 235 mracan as wﬁates. Because they
ware scifl belng treated % outsiders, perhiaps it was felt by many that
ghey shoulid affirm, together with theh’ Amri:an pOOtS their African
ancestry and heritage. H‘lamver the reason for the popu!arlty of
"Afro-ﬁumr%caﬂ w che jate 1880‘5 down to the opening years of the new
cEATUry crmstitumd the periad during which ghat term vaas_‘mst frequently
-‘ used, appeared to competing with “Negro“ as the most popular destgnation
7 for black pe&pie. Espnctany fn the 1830's, the term ﬁfro-Americsn
’ began' appearfng tn the titles of black organizations 76 in addition,
the phra:nse wa-s‘ used with such requiari ty by blacks, especiatly inm the
Horth, ehéi 1t enjoyed pride of pla:e - behind African and free African,

colored and Negi;o - a3 r}ﬁe of the four or five wost prom!nent des!gnat%mﬁ

. usad by them In the ninet,eenth century. .

tn 1892, 4.C. Enbry said thal he thought ﬁfro-ﬁmrican wrach _
supéflor-to the title *Hagro,’ ‘which he considered “an intruder = an C
outl# in OUE; 11terature - ic is rot the ‘ianguaga of sclence nor the '

wolce af re‘!%glcm and fraternlty w  And though he had "the highest and

" most nffectiol "gar@ #or ‘the brother In black,* bellsving him Yag

sure to be heard from In the ysars just pefore us as the government of
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God is sure and just,' he considared Megra,'! when translated, "toa
narror and excliusive to comprehend the racé."7? Embry could not under~

stand why the name of the many millions of people of African descent

should derive fmm cc'!or‘aione. The fadian, the Hongolian, the Caucasian,

‘and the Arzhisn refer to the origins of the people to whom the titles
apply, so if geograp&ncal divisions were Sufﬁcuent to describe those
peoples Embry fajg such & divislon was in order for blacks. But he
thouéhf. the term Negro - “an intended stigma whAith 'European; and Americap
staveholders ‘iﬂvente:f for us“ = zould not possm'iy do the job. 78 He '
dismissed “eolored American® because [t was oo inclusive, cov&rlné
people of color who were not of African descent as well as Africans and .
thelr descendants. Besides, Weglorad" also representad Ro precise
geographiéa! division = & posizion which would receive considarable
support in the twentieth century.’® ‘ -
&3 the new century opened, concern over Htles again found Tts
way into the pages ‘of Afro-American newspapers and magazines. To be
:sure, a debate early in the century over names established a mumber of
the m!n lines along whic.h the controversy ‘over names, when conducted,
proceeded down to and a tittle beyond m!d-century.m Should ths '
word Kegro be capitallfzed? was the quesﬂc@ before a- symposium of Afro-
Amcrican Yeaders in 1904, The word had been employed with growing fre-

quency amﬂg frea blacks following the Colonization Soclety's f‘amation

{13} the sacorld dacads of the previous century, and very often was not

capitallzed even by blacks who suhmttted articles to various periodlcals.

_in time, however, not 2 few had core to resent wh!tes using the lowar

case, regarding it as an fnsult to ;heir; peopla.a]"
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Seill, blacks themselves wave not in complete agreement regarding
the wisdom of capitalizing MNegro, and this was so for a varlety of ‘
reasons , some of which were directly rooted in concern for their reliat'ion-

ship to Africa. A Negro newspaper, Tha Independent, had broached the

question of whethar Negro should be capitalized answering that since it

qualified as an adjective - biack ~ it shoi:l& aot. Hut the mere fact
that there were blacks who wanted Negro capitalized ‘ref"!ecte'd a groving
regard for the word. ;Th_ei.fi;;g. MM thought the matter of
sufficient import to sponsor a symposium undar the heédi’ng “A_Hinuscule.'f

The quastion put to participants Ins the symposium was: “in spel-
iing the word Hegro, would you always begln 1t with 3 small or a capital -
H?" Bishop Benjamin Tucker Tanner raised the rather peculiar though

accuraie ebjection that, as applied to all nine milHons of people of

Mrlcan ancestry, the word Magro wa% not sppropriate "for all of us are

mot Black.”

Far from Tt. it Is questionzble If It would not be &

wizerable misnomer to fuliy. one-half of us. Taking us . .
a&s 8 whole, it would be more nearly correct to descpibe

us 2% & brown people, but a black, never. As little as

‘many might be Inclined to believe it, o geruinely black

person among ws is & rarity . . . As a matter of fact,

it I3 just as Tikely that you will discover quite as

many who are genuinely white as you will find genuinsly

black. The vast majority will be brown and mixad,

It is hqrd.to avoid the conclusion that for Tanner & vary dark

. eomplexion was objecticnable. His reference to the us_e'of_ the term

Kegro 28 ™a miserable misnomsrY for oﬁe-half of the Afro~Amaricans; to
many belng a Brown pzople, "but a black, rlg_\,_'_s.s_r'_'“ - these Tndicate that ' I
he eoncelved of bl'a;k-w{#-:m. titera) physical (as opposed to the psy-

chological or so‘clologicdi) sense and wag somewhat répel!ed. One can'

T
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safely assume that there were a great mafy othar Afro-Americans sho
shared Tann.er's opposition to belng called bl;u:k.33 pevartheless,
and somewhat paradoxlcal!y, Tanner was not one bo deny his African
roots. On the contrary, he remarked in a very important passage
that the word Hegro hiad been thrusi upon & people for whom the aame
African for centuries was ''The one and onf'y.na_ma: rﬁhogaize& by us
'fo‘écially and by othars as well.' Horeaver, Win common with a rele
that Is unlvarsal,” his people had referred their name "'to the eontin-
ent whenes we case.' "o is the European byt the man from Eumpe""
‘$o too with tﬁe Asiatic. 'S0 we, being Fro@ Africa, regarded our~
" gelves as J‘\'s‘r!cé,n:a."EIa .
Tanner had called attention to one of the moSt ilmportant aspects
éf' the hisgory of the names coRtroversy among biacks In the n{ﬁeteénth
century: They had been forcm! to sbandon caning themsalves Africans
when the.lr over’lords attempted to saddle them with the word Regra.
But biacks, Tanner contended, ‘had Yspurned the tizla, negm. and !:a_ok
that of Colored,” as emmpllfleé in the Colorsd Hethodis: Epi'écogai
thurch. 8 Thls' {atter assartion ts in part born out pot 5@ much by
expllc[t assertions in the sources as by implicit preferences for that
designation through the names which peop]a of color setected for thelr
ergen%zations.t Névertheless, it should be racalled Jeading blacks did

- fot shrink from referrlng to themselves as Negroes too while giving
priorlty. in organlzaﬂonal titles, to the word Colored., Thus the
d!chotc?my between Colored and Hegro was not a3 sharp for many b!ack& P
Yanner would have us believe. |

The government had eschewed referring to blacks as Hsgrp troops,

b
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according to Tanﬁer.- hacause “iij. would have deemad 1t an insult to her
soldiers of atl shades of celor, but alike sharing African hlood, to
hiave called them nagroes,” for the prejudiced and ignorant rabble would
Quici;: begin referring %o Haigger' troups. He expresséd & concern felt
by many Afro*mricanﬁ, that the term nigger was L9O clgse to Hegen for
the Jatter to be acceptabie. And Just a5 the term ''nigger’* had an
affinlity to Hegro, he thought llegrc or black “full cousin to the term
sdarkey,® ¥ selected and ‘insisted upon. by the enzmies of his peop'le.ee
tareainly one of his more interesting objections 1o use of the word
. Kegro was his pelief that if it were accepte,d, then wives and daughters
would be Kegresses nznd God have mercy Of the man of African blood that
can stand T2, UF he can, he may rest assured that he can- stand mOre
than these wives and daughtcrs are witling t@ stand.” &7 - —L
Finalky, Tanner Objﬂtted to capitalizing the word Regro on the
- grounds that, being primarily descriptwe, it_ is exceptional, and when
applied to @ people out of line with the manna? by which other people
V‘m’e designated. proceeding along Tines established by Jenifar, he
asked, "Mny aren't the peap!e of Europe, who are mainly white, not
referred to as the uhites? And why aren't the peoplles‘of Asfa, who are
. mainly yellow, not referred to as the ‘{e”wr.?“r tndeed, 1f the designation
is to be sccording-to color, iy not take those with red hair, and have
& ciass of Red Heads; and taka 211 who have grey eyes and have a class of'
er Eyes, elc., ete.’ 88 Tanner thought the term Afro-Arerican most
appropriate, just a3 "Angio-nmrlcans, Gemn-hrericans, and Franco~

Americans" were used by peoples settied in Amerlca from various parts af

' the 614 Vdr’lé,a
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Bishop Heavy Melle11 Turner, who pa‘rticipated in the dialogue,
took @ diff’erent ract. He srgued, with a feel for the practtcal, that

since the term Elmgro “has been acceptﬂd by the AFro~Americ:ars, or the

solored race," ir. Hshould always begm with a capitai letter, He

granted that in 1ts incapt‘mn the woid legro was. the white mant's word

for tl‘ie_ Fs_frican “iust 2% Buckra is the b!ack. man's appellation [fm'

whites], &3 applied in ait parts of A*Fri::a 299 That a significant

auber of black people considered the word Hegre a legitimate one cr_.zﬁ»
tributed slgmf‘icantly to Turner having argued L% acceptability a5 3

nomenciature. Bespite the fact that he had been the n0$t poﬂerfui of

all advocstes of Back 10 Africa movemenis, he did not give primacy O

the words African of Mro-mrlcaﬂ over Negro. Like Walker, Garnet,

55611&7. and Delany, he apparently c.onsidered the debate qver names O

be far less Imporiant than other §ssues facing his people.

Enother participant in the symposium, pr. George M. Henderson,

ehjected to wse of the word Negro bacausa it s not national or geo-

graphical )t and does pot denote & naticm; guy after argeing, much Tike

Tanner, that tzgro is {nappropriate for those of mixed blond, he then

procaeded to attempt €O demonstrate that perhaps the; game Was not worth

the candle and in the process reduced the whole debate o absurdity.

The term Afm-Amrican possesses even less parit « - -
- Some of us have English or French or ttalian or frish
blood in our velns; some the biood of nearly all races;
v are descendant? of all continan:s. Hence, to be
accurate, our proper “geslgnation’s would be English-
Afro~, Franco-kfro- garmanico-Afros, tratico-Afro= . :
Spanlsh-kfro- Dytch-lriah -Afro-, Russo-Afro=, OF
somd Cases, English- Franco*ﬁermanlco—Span|¢o~$cotch-

lrlsh-@\frc-ﬁmrican!

in say, Brazil, an argument similar to Hapdapson's .
- L

tn snother culture,
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would have ma‘éx. far porz sanse, but in America, given the reallties of
rat:?sm, it amountad to sophistey. for admixtures of Eurcpean bicod did’
nat change the states of Hegroes. HMoreover, his argument fa:!ed to

poke Into accowmt that the white peoplas to whom he referred were not

of unmixed h&ritage; and consequentliy, on his logic, should not havel
wsed hyphenated desigﬁations In referring to themselves. Yet Henderson's
wsiﬁm on 2 nare for the group szryed the purpase of shw!ng jusz how
eidiculows and what & great waste of time the controversy over names
eould become when not ireated se_r‘i'cnus.!y. - His vfew, in short, failed to

l take into \&ﬁc'ﬁuﬂi:, a3 DuBois had eorrectly observed a ysar bafore t.-he

Hinuscule sysposivm, that the consclouspess of blacks was essentiaily

doubfe = American and Hegro = not the product of greatly disparate and

4t ffuse sources 22

gy 190k, ne,arly ohi& ?mﬂdreé years of controversy over names had

estabiished beycmd doubt that, among other thmgs the major black :
Figures of tha nmeteenth censur\f, especially those deeply invo!ved in
the Fight for the tiberation af thair people, once a “complexional dis=

ginction' had been agreed upon, di:_i‘not"think tr important to debate the

- pelatlve merits of various such terms. 'Thc_zse men emphasized the necessity.
of decisive action émﬁ un'relen-t!‘ngf effort on the part of thelr people
[f they were to be free. They did not countenance the view, firmly
édvanced by %ippef ané athers, that aon-racial asppelatlons contained
near magica¥ qualities which would help to exoreise the demon of racism.
Hor were they acvorcatas of the viw. hmr nostulated in the debate over
names, that ana rather than another complexjonal deslgnat!on would 5ub-

stantialw affect tha self-lmags of theh- peaple.
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if had also been e‘stablished by the tum of the century that
‘major mationalist leadors maintainad a fn‘m, unyueldang interest in
the ancestrai I‘mm, and whether they called thamselves Colored, African,
biack, Rfroﬂﬁmrican, or Hegm the term wos extended to include black

peopie thmugheu: the diaspcra and in Afrrca. To be sure, the Pan-

political affairs.

Those black men who did engagzs in long hours of dﬂbate over
nar=s, partk’cuiariy those wha put forth the term hfm-#imarlcan asg the
one most appropriate to identify thesr people, do appear to have moved
the arg:ument, by the turn of the centﬁnf, to s higher Tevel. Afro-
American referred peopie of African anéestfy in Ehe Americas to the
fand, history and culture of thei‘r foreparents whﬂe recognfzing their
presence in Amriée. Horeover, given the “outsides" status of bla'cks',

that designation seems to have more aceurately refiéctéd'the‘ 3tatus of
a ?eopie excluded from full 'Frcedom bacause of théir African ancestry.
5S¢ strong had the pult of Africa been on black consciousness hmwer
'dimiy or Inaccurately percefved, that tt had profoundly Influenced the
thought oF s:n”%uons of black people for mare than two centuries, Only
wadar threat, real or !magl__ﬁed, had most black i:eopla ceased :;eférring
to 'themel&es as Afrlcans or a3 free Africans. In the—ni.neteanth cen=
. éury. with the systzmatlzation and zheom-ticél grounding of anti-African
pmgaganda, shame over Africa for many blacks, though mired wi th residual
pride, was doubtless responsible far thelr eagz_rnﬂss to rejacet a desig-
natlon which so directly connected them with that contlnent,

The term Afro-American had the advantage of faking i&c&?hrfnr
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ihose attempting to escape their relatiaﬁshib to Afriﬁa to havé sone
degree of confrontation with reality. Unlike ihose biacks who sﬁccessn
Eull& opposed America’s sttémpt to getb thew to direct hatred of '
Afrien inwsrd against themselves = untike, in short, those who were
strong encugh to take Fundameatally healthy positions in relation to
their ancestral heme, there were certainiy mANY WOTE people of color,
'especially in the last half aE the nineteenth century, who wera more
ambivaleat shout thelr heritage. Even partial af:irmacioﬁ of Africa in
a society in which.ﬂfrica a8 regarded as-a symbol of savagery, was Eor
many Blacks an indispensable step. small though it was, in securing &
hold on-themmelves,-in haviag séme significant anchorags for theliyr
jdentity, some saneé reference poink.

The substautlal extent to which the names debate revaazls ideo-
,2931331 and metholngical currentg, reflec:ing essentiallnttitudea 1o
ward Africs and the place of black pzople in amertcan 1ife, discloses
the erucial import of the history of that conflick. In fact, tha record
‘of the dabste over names might be Tead &3 an i;écmplate but essential
 part of, as en index to, the higzory of black people Inm Amaricé, 8% &

- reco?d pf che continuing effects of the slav&ltrude and slavery. As such,
that record reflects much eé tha_cnltuzal, policical, economic, and moral
ﬁiatoﬁy of ﬁme?ica. .

Sinca tha forced Odysssy oE AEfrica’s milliﬁns in America resultad
-in one of history's most notable examples of a penple cut adrife from
the moorings of their jidentity; the debate over names has bsen a salient

flector of the consequences of that condition, at timés illumining the

‘bages on which the confusion over iden:ity rests - the economic, politieal
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and soctal structures oppressing black people in Arerica. Long bafore
the opening of tha twentieth century, Tt was evident tﬁét only when lury*
just _tréatment of the Afro-ﬁtmerlcén had come té an end, when the struct-
gra! jrequities producing the crisis of iéentity had been extirpated,
would the debate over names even he:ve- & cﬁance of ending.

$eilt, that happy circumstance could not 'pﬂse;.ibiy come to pzople
of ecolor Tn America until they had achieved some sense of their history,
for it was widely believed that the history of black people everywhere In
the world was urworthy of serious attention. :Bgyc.ond-that, the Western
world was convinced that people of African ancestry .were inferior, which
aceounted for the quallity of thelr past. ' Afra-*ﬁumrican')teaders had not
remained silent In the face of attempts to dehumanize them through the ‘
uses of history; in fact, théy gave great attention to their history =

in Africa and in the Amaricas.



3, ALEXANDER CRUMMELL: THE AFRICAN
PAST AND PRESENT
the Afro-American’s awareness of West kf?icén‘histbry had no
easy h|rth tndeed, from the time their ancastors were torn from their
tribal moorings in West African sacietles transported to and ens!a#ed
in America, & process designed to sever their ties with Afri;a was
underway. The very nature of the slave trade and the pecullar systemr
of slavery encountered in ﬁmerfca warred against biack Amarican identi-
flcation with Africa and made, as generation followed generation, the
retent%én-oflknchedgé of the African past ever FOFe diffacuit.i
if ?nowledga of the nature of West Affican cultures was targaly

forelgn to European siavers and schclafs during the céﬂturies of ths

| stave grade, it Is small wondar that transplanted Africans in Ammrica
tnew 1ittle of African hls:arv and cultureu This was especially trus
of those who were enslaved ceﬂturﬁes removed From thelr ancestral
homs, the v!ctims of an evolving and viru?ent jdeoiony of raclism. With
respect 1o both free and slave blacks, however, @ Yong tradition of
jaterest in Africa cen be demonstrated throughout the‘antgjbeiium pér-
jod. éut concern for Africa-was nne-thing, acc@rate knowiedge of the
Vcontinent,:hlgtori&l or contemparary, was éu{te another.z The conse-
GuUEenceEs of suchré lack of Info}matidn ﬁ g? of simply refusing g balieve
positive findings about Africa even when avaltable - was nowhers hette}
i}lustrated among Afro-sme; Feans T (g ninateanth CeATITY .“an in D
iife of that great advocate of African redemption, Alexander Crummei}.

In his tireless dcdicat;on to eradicatinq heathanisat from the

109
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shores of Africé to the interior, Alexander Crummell epitomized, as gio_'
other hl'ack of the century, the spirit of :hasé black missionaries
seeking African redemption. In additlon, despite his c-cmcern Forl. the
tand of his Fatheré., he appears to ivsavé internal izad more --full‘,; than
othes black Inteliectuals the most terrifylng myths of African barbarism
. and savagery, myths which seém te have been reinforced by his studies
abroad and his long residence In Africa. 1t is to him that one nust
look for both the singlemost influential Afro-%r_icen‘position on
coﬂéemporary African history and for the bleakest Afro-American portralt

of the ancient African past.

When one considers Menander Cfu@?i’ﬁ chiidhood, it i-s ROk
difficult to undéestand his Intemﬁt in Africa, an interest which later
mounted to consuming passtion. Born the son of an African who was stolen
f‘:;am West Africa at the age of twelve or tﬁirteen, hi&_miﬁé was fired at
‘an early agé by irntensé interast ¥n Africa. His father, he tells us,
- poss&ssad & "buraing love of home,”™ had Yyivid rémemhrances of travels
with his ?a:her Into the intarior,“ had contact with numerous tribes
‘ and customs, and constantly had thoughts of his native land, "Am:t thus
it was In listening to his tales of African 11fe [that] | became deeply
Intefesteé in the land of our fathers; and early in my 11fe resalved,
at some future day, to go to Africa, n3 ‘ -

Laﬁ{} before Crurmetl's arrtval in th-a land of his fathers, hi%
ear!!est impressions of Africa and Afrlcans had bcan distorted by

those te which he had _been exposcd In American schools, He had bacn



Ytaught the personal mferaority £ the Hegro,' thar Hﬂgmes were

creatures Malmost approaching the brute' .in physu:al appearance, w:th
Yretreating forehead, flat nose,” and Vlong projecting hael."h e

can never know the precise effect of that type of Yigducation,’ that
i, the mental aaguish it caused, the degree 1o which it ccﬁtri%auted to
s sense of personal inferiority I the impressionable and sensitive
young man, it Is very likely, in zny casa, that the negative treat-
sent of Africa in ﬁ.marica-n sc*;m]s was, coupled with the earlier, more
positive influence of his father, 2 ccatrih&ting factor in pmpe_!!in;;.;
him tw#r& kts [ife-long vocation, thé work of seeking African uplife
and redemption. _

The ‘treatsrent of Africa in Engiish schools was no hetter in the
,uié-nineteenth century than In American colleges. Crummeil®s matrl-
w!atim at Cambrldge University, in which the theary of African
savagery was In vogue, doubtless sarved to strang:hen any Feelings of
F.frf:ars depravity which may had a!ready been entertamed by the young
man. Hot only did Cambridge call Inta quest!nn the va!ues of non-
western socleties, scoring the African ss the most barbarous of heathens,
but Lrummellts Episcopal falth was far removed from Afelcan religlious
vaiu&s.s

Sbert!y aFter having taken 2 degree from Canbridga Ermii
fu'ifﬂied the resolve of his chiléhoaﬁ travaiing €0 Africa in Ray of
1653 to hagln twenty years of m!ss!onary mrk in Liberla. On return?ng
ko the land of his fathers he garried with him such dls:lnct!y western
cultural baggage, as events would demonstrate, that 1t was difflcult

' forh'i%mm much about Afrlca past or present. But this was -
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not apparent from his fiest iipressions of the peoples of Africa), which -
were, at Teast on a superficial level, at sharp vartance with what he
had been tat.xght in American and Eng)ish schools. The “pfrican 1s _ oy
physically onie of the finest men an the face of the earth,” he observed. |
He spoke of thalp "general manly strength, symétry and bodily beauty
. » o% Concerning natural propnrtior;s, he thought the African 'the ' P
equal to any other race of men on tha globe.' He had not expecﬁed o
Find “the native man, $n tribe after tﬁ‘be, an erect, finely proportioned,
well developed, éymtrical' and noble I::airu_g.“6 -

in the future, fa-;f H{)uid. be the occasions on which AYexander
ﬁruﬁ;m!i would speak well of Africans, and then wsually bacause they

had come Inte contact with and absorbed some of the etc&eeais of Hestern

Liviiization. To be sure, It was this contact between peoples, he

beljeved, which accelerated the process of civilization, and Africa ' ||

__.iaad' been bereft of civiliazatlon and eivilizing influences. According ‘I|

te Crumssell, Africa was & jand that "“for theusands of years' had been

enshrouded Yoy the murkiest gloom of paganism.®® ldolatry among her

people was & $radical, congential element” In thelr "1ife bicod and -
hefng'; they were “without the simplest alloy of civillzation.

Thrown thus back upon herself, unvisited by elther
the wission of Jetfters, or of grace, poor Afriea,
a1} thz ages through, has been generating, and then
" pe-preducing, the whole brood and progeny of supers
stitlons, ldolatries, and paganisms, through ali
her gquarters, #And hence the mosi pitiful, the most
ghject of all human conditionst And henca the most
sorrowful of all historles! The most miserable,
even now, of all spectaclesl

More than most black Intellectuals of his time, Crummell had

agaesbted the bigses of the i;{@tr saciety regarding Afrizcon history.
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Yet gvgﬁ ke an one seeasfon ackncxwlgdged the possibllity , with appro?
priate -qual'ifications that the ﬁegrp may have played 3 signifleant
part In the .origins of Egyptian civ‘alizatign, Ms'referénces to the
whole of Africa, O the North as well as South, almost {nvariably wére
virtualiy indistinguirshable from his comments on that section of Africa
from which most Wew Vorld siaves were. Forcibiy taken, He;t Africa. His
raﬂectwns on that section af Africa were characterized by such bleak-
pess that it was dtfﬁt;tﬂt for him, especiany sinca the advent of the
siave trade, go connact jdeas grateful and gracious with even gg_y_part
of that continent." '
o linjlke mary black leadars of his time, .Afrit‘:a from ancient to rodern
timns p:@videé c'rmll mth o source of pﬂde or insplratim“h And since
, ﬁm ad%ﬁi;:ted that Vighras hundred years of West Africen Wistory" - during
the years of the slave prade - had made that sectmﬂ of the eontinent the
§woﬁm of averything painful and horrib%e,‘g 1e s very eriy, given .
the extrem rac%sm of the mpiddie and late nineteen"th century, that he Feir.
much gn&!va!ence, a mingling of shame and SOy, when. he thought of Africa.
What s pivetal, the foundation ston&”an which Crummell's grim édlflce
of African theory mas erected, was his virtual {dentification of vicivile
jzation® with christianity. Pnlass & peoﬁle whether Afriqan or hsian
had eﬁvbrncad Christi:.gniw, they were dmmd.. it appears that, as far a3
ha wat concerned, the r;m‘e introduc.tiori or extensicm of Chnstianlty inm :
so~calied ba‘ckward areas = oF tha forcible s2ddling, cf a people with
this rellgion = was in and of !tseW :suffic.irent to set them on the
rond tO atvtlizaﬁon.‘d This helps gxp!aip why even American slavery,
with ali of the horrors which attendad Tt, had its rédagmlng quantles,

for not only’ grurmall but for othar, mOTS atlenated and _amgi-y
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blacks of the Tate ainateenth ccntury Mot only was sIavery part of |
| God's plan jnvolving rctrlbutmn ro the heathen‘s for thousands of yaars
of wretched idolatrys it was for sors moret "the institution was a
training ground, 2 kind of Sd‘lool in which black peap]e}cou’ld learn
the elaﬁ'.eﬂts of clvilization, which they ecould at a later date use in
',the upﬂft of the mtherﬁand.“ -
- fn truth, it might be said that trumelri's version of the
relationship which would obtain between afpica and those seeking to
redeen the continent represante.ci an interesting rejectl-on of the bel ief
heid by cartain westarn mt&ilectua%s that it was the white man's bur-
&n L= brin§ peopie of color, ﬁSpa.,,iaHy in Afr‘lca and Asia, from A
darkness Into Yight. 0o this point he and other black miss:onariés‘
were In agfeament' Hew Yorid blacks had an obl!gation = a burdcn, if
you will, o uplift thelr M’riaan hrothers, who we_re in Sishop Henry
Bcﬂai‘li Tarncr's words, janguishing there {in africa) Vin sé&irituai and
morat Blindness.” |
%e&her it was slavery in Horth Aamerica ofF glavery In lthe'
antilles orf Sou_th America, Crummell asserted the at1ltons éf blacks
wiho had beer caught up in that instlm:lon had reaped the peneflts of
- Chrtstianlw, of contact with Western nations and vere i the main
gapahle of providing streams of evangelizers- to educate and save the
souis of l:hc!r Mrh:an brothers. Ef grummell accepte;d Christﬁanlty
almost otally, 1t cannot be sald that he was eager Lo entrust the vork
.of evange!llzation to Ehristians’ lrrespectiva of color, Like other hiack

alssionarles of the last half of the alneteenth centuw,'he beliwéd '
that black memn, tha tranap‘!antcﬁ wgps of Africa, wore bctter ‘s'ui rad

-thm-vhirrp wap ko saf up aRdg Fun mizsinng ."
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- plack men were bette'r equipped €9 carry the faith t6 African and
uplife their heathen brothers hecause they, being bladc and of african )

ancestirye could better understané the pﬁght of the mr:can As with 7

alt human gvents, the mIgrations of bla ok men From the Hew World \-sere

"Erov‘identia! P ordered and regulated by the nivine ‘dn\‘l _.Jlt
Crummell’s atcitude toward missionary work waried from that of- most white
missionaries in at least one other \uta‘l reSpe.c.t., #e and other black

_jeaders did rot, for all of their dire assessments of the state of
mntemranf African sm:‘ieties -regard Rfricans as ianately mfeﬂer
to other geoples. Africans waf® in ss;c,h pathetig condition because
they, mcre- than any other 1arg® gugment of people, had been cut off

_-fmm centers of c‘iwhzatl on by the gahars desert and ;he Aryantic
cozan *~ feft @ gagnate whiie othet seoples, by wirtug oé that con~
'tach‘and cul tural crosﬁ-f'crtﬂizatien which promotes c!-viiizat’ion;
.advanaed.l . |

crunmell wal Impressad by ceryain West toast tribes, and thought
they had_éeﬂ'n!'te potam;ia% for sduancement. He E’oumi the Timnanes of
great'nobﬂiw of character, posse&siﬂg an lndomitahle sphrit. while
the Beltish had succceded in subduing alt other ribes. they had noﬁ
heﬁflk sbie, crmn argued, 10 subduz them, Ihe pahomeans, he thought,

) ware warlike with c?ue!l customs: yat he deserib;!d them on ong occasion .
as having 1ooked tike ndemi ~gods ¢ Mnile he Found the Veys not the -
equa\s‘ of the ﬁandlngoes. pahomaans ©vf Tjmmanees in ménly vigor he
'nevtr:"eies& gagught the ";}r-'i'ath; giartngets ched Thn Yoys wers esnat”
tally r\o;abie for the beauty ei' thelir womsn and a keen intel‘tigcnce whlch

edabled,therﬁ to invent thelr a\phabet_aﬂd degnns:tra'te'an impresshve lifc*

gy 2piv)Y .‘:C
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in spite of kis many years spant in west-'AFrica, ;foughw'twenty
years in Liberla, it gannot be said that hé possessad by the 1370's,
more than & superficial understanding of ti":a people and their culpures.
He considerad the fact that they were fheathens'” & te_rriiﬂe handicsp.
In shori, Cruﬁmif thought the people pcssessed a veneer of culture
benéaﬂi which ware Found unspeakable defects.  His b1 indspots regarding -
Africans were paftile:uiéf!y' revealed -i:n his obse-rvations of those who
thiad extended hospitality toi him. Despite the courtesies provided by
the Veys, despite the fact tﬁat; as he remarked, they vppeated me with
great hospitality. providing me with éver‘ything- pieasant and _-agreeab_!e,'
preparing fire for &2 in my houss, and o warm bath at aight,” he evinced
tittlie real appreciation of the p&op’ié‘.‘? '
Bz § sat in the towns In the ;nornings and saw these
women, « Rere children, dressing themsalves with

thelr hand-mirsors {i.e. adorning thelr Faces with .
elay-paintl, and heard thelr childish Yaughter and

their glee, and cbsarved thelr artless ways; 1 elt
more weenly than ever bwefore in o 1ife the dzep
degradation of heathanism and hoa that it is only
by the avange! fzation of womefs, ON& €320 ever hreak 18
the chain of paganism thro {through] this tand « « *
?&:fe;’ring to the Yey countfy, crummeil sald that the missionary,
Vthanks' to the absence of Moslem influence, had 3 great advantageé. what
ke did not saY was that the . Hohamme dan religion would not have sought ‘
o extirpate every custom of the peaples of the Vey eountry, to deny
the very basis of thelr existence. in aword, Crummall seened able to
gee, when iooking at Hoslem influance in Hesr: Africa, only nghe blood=
ghed which the Moslemrhave carried through a wide reglon further
r«.\r'a:hl"}9 ' ‘

" For the young Crummell, who want to Liberia tn 1853, that country
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was opns'idered 5 wodel af what fould ba afcnﬁphshﬂd in Africa with

the aid of Christionity. He thought Liberia vsas destmed to be the
fountainhea& for the sgread of streams of Christian missions inta the
iaterior of Africa. As @ passionate defender of the tnfant Re epublic,’
he argued_that never in the History of man had a state heen astablished
in such !néuspicious ci roun tances, of such “51ender materials and such
pooy resources. n He felt that the wondar af Liber;a was -its birth,
effectuality and longzvity under such ¢l renms Lances ot LS patentia‘i
for geath,? 7 '

. yet by the early i870's he was Jess than sanguine i0 his agséss-
sents of the character and practices of &he pErg-Americans vho had
e@igrated &0 LiﬁerTa and were controiting tha govérnnent and every
other institution of Liberian jife. Whils ke acxnowiedgad-therva§e
played by them A he!ping to destruy the slava trade alond the coast of
the country, and while be a.ade allowance for Lheltremendeus obstacies
wirich confronted the colonists, gy 1671 he was finding iifc in Liberiz ‘

“ceeming parplexity.“ Ceuseell folt his former hopes for that

country were, at teast for a wh!lé, wpasted.” He reported “patable

adulterie%; pore frequent and more numaruus divorees thanm ever wefore.”

gurther, he thought the whole peop‘a ware wearried aw%y in a hurricans,

of poilt!ca! passion and strlfe- alnisters of the gospel insteéd of‘

kelng heralds of peace, are tha,teaders'of :nji'i:at;h:m,"‘2 ail of vhich

. worksd agalnst evangelicai z&al ond misslonary effort. Shortly thera=

_after, hé returnéd £2 Arerica, but by ﬂﬁ means did he legve behind his

ihterest In Africa.
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Yhe severity with which trumalt crltaclzed A_frir.ans and Amarico”
Liber%aﬁs was in part af outeropping af what he thought ha 33 when he
‘ Imked at Afro-mricansﬂ 1 the al!ega&‘l\f worea civitized Mro-}\mrican i
suffered grievﬁu&ly from what he caned a tack Gf nghe discipiing of
freedom; & 'it is ﬁafe o astume. ghat the Bfricans and Amrlco*LiberIans?
the latver ‘having been among the 23T unfortunate of afro-pmericans,
were in his esgimation very tuch without a S!’.:‘ise of giscipling. The
shortwmings, cf F«?ro-&mericans, then, pmv‘idz Y Tndex into the r;nre
pronomczd wegknesses of thelr prathers in Afvica. undar stavery biack

people, reg‘imn:ad tn the extrerds had come 1O wnow the penefit of @

certaln tsciptine, vhich crumell called "Hhe giscipiine of tavery S
. 1n a serwon Bt the clos® of the ?.eces-ﬁ:}uctioﬂ period, at 2
time vhes Afrénﬁ\mr;{cargs ware being subjected 1@ unspeakable avrocizies, w
crusmall rev%eaad the hlsmrf‘ef his peopie since eman:lpatkm. in '
. 1anguage much 1ike that of David Malkers pe asserted wehat at the time

of emanclpattan the Hegra, 3¢ far &% fotel loct wWad concerned, was B

éu'aaﬂ manlt’ He ass&rted th.at not & single scholariy oF iearned er’

sgientiﬂc bhiack man had emerged from siavenr, hat pot twenty thou;and

placks. wenew the s‘implest elementy of fetters” that ghyroughout giavery

b‘Iaf.kB had limd in dar\mess, jgnorancs and “un?et.terc:d benightedmss. wid
 Yet durlng-t,hts plime (’.hristiarﬂ ty and @ hie:ra.rchlca! arrangemerst akin
- g0 that of mdmva! Eu 9e weys pregaring wlacks for the “d!scipnne of
freedem.“ Each slave had & mc'm., 14 the $y5E3™ Thyyas wdR to stand LI '

. his own placsd gvervmn to do his oW wark o o o The V'servile system”
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atized energy” of the siaves brought forth “vast crﬁps of Lorn, Rice,
Tobatco and Cptton“ despiie the "tarrﬂﬂe nystem 1y wast™ i‘.m}meﬂ
jamented the fact that Negrogs, in Freedcm, ware 105108 thar. titsclphnﬂ
v;hich, under s!aveﬁ, direrc,tled 211 of their pa.wers'm 5 definite ent.
pike @ vast maching, mth evary part in place, Blacks worked with
savarest Feautarity and producad “results 0 yast % 0 jopress upo?
: tﬁe world Mehe value of the Iiegra eace. ‘'But atag; what 2 terpibie
gystem it wasl"z" - . ‘
The ‘end of siavery had cast plack p“Gp§8 into ﬁrﬁbo? s'uspended
betwéen the éistip}ine of stavery and that of frasdam, Cr@wrae"%‘i‘sam.
They would theréfore, in h‘is words, have B¢ peach forth and acquire
wehe dtstigline of f’rcedom!" The Afro-American ¥ worwld have 10 jook to-

i

" pimselfs dauélog pis inner resources T t’hmugn the dusmpime of free-

dom before he would be preparsd effactivew vg jead himsel f oF the ‘ \
Rfrican. gnd just &% Crmﬁalt had cbserved that the bacw;rdnass of |
afpica was 3 givect autgrovith of the continant's jsalatlon, rather th;ﬁ
the jogical prujectnon of inherent {nferiority = @ prcééﬁs ga which
Eurepean natlons had also beed 5ub_ject prior to the spread of Chrise-
janity = 3¢ roo 4id he beheve that certaln Europeal p&-oplcs espe.c;ia‘i!#
ehe Frenche had net acquircd that éis.cip‘ine of §reedom which he con™
gended wou‘ld have O be mastered and bent 1O tha service of hfro=
Amaricans and Africans .25 _

gmancipation had brought “msp,eakable b!ess!ngs" - ;Uffréga,
pefsona‘i ‘freed'om, freedom of will, property holding family rights,
freadem of conseience and relialon, scheoling and gducatiofn, and the

exurcise of the "acquis!t\ve principic.“ Hot anly had these freedoms




" heen severely c:rcurrscrt

kury but they 9

‘peoplie can wasTe

matner. *:.rmmﬂ did gran

géotentiéi!y. s nation, for h

ibed by veaction in the last gquarter of the €=r”

ad meyar been used by pfpo-Americans in a diseiplined

t that cons i darabie pime 15 requi red before a

¢ the uses of freedon. He did not think it was in
human nature V'to ‘make the suddeﬁ Fransition frm abase-r;en't tn-supericp_r-
Tey," since A system of rigorous training sz peaded for fuman nature,
with such & heritage, 1o reach the state o'F manliness. w26 1mplicit in

nﬂcmel‘i s belief that h t Teast

this thesis was € is peopla constwuted 2

& again comparecl them to the Erench, €on=

gitions facing pre-revolutionary France, he reasoned, Weve somediat
analagous to the plicht of American siaves. The French, iﬁ z paroxysm
‘of fury and TagE. tigapead gosoistion th rough ‘every province of the

nation,” but, despite the Iapse of s centuey, had not #ayen to the

present, jearncd the &iscipline of freedon n2?
. The outrages of the reccnstruction which were sweeping Mike an
svalanche over U ..' . ., heads of our race' had mde the wcamess and

e all. too yivid to him. However much he

pmmriessneés ef iﬂack peop)
Tigion of the opprassc
al needs of h'is people = Crummell was

hsd embraced the ¢2 vs of his peoplz - without

gransmuting 1t to meet the spect
pot willing to pely on white people to solva the problems of black
peopie in Amarica. Fof he was, &t botlom o nationallst who regarded
the gssentially ethnlc alignments of the peoples whe made up America

s of the opinion that there wWas "y con-

aﬁurai aﬂd dssirab!e He wa

stant tende% o wrianes Lo ho!d on t
This view néatly dovetailed .

o, and abide In the stock, from

which they {spranal. ut ith‘tha self-help

rerded arend black paople 8 the lasl quaiter” of the

- sogtbpant (HIL=ER
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¥y have the d2cep conwctiaﬁ that we ara, under

ninetesnth century.

God, to Pook to @ largs extcnt to ours*!v% for relief: that we must

vork from within the puter ctrcies of mflu*m:a and power in grder to

gat the might and succass we need: 122 Tnis approach 1o problems con” .

fronting his people was an ‘expression of aationalism at its best.

The success of the effort at s.elf-raha-uce would not Lome

without savers trial, for a look at the history of the black man in

Bmerica revealed a perpetual entallment of weakness.' He provided 3.

desgription of the appa‘i]ing lad!. of cohesion among blacks: since

stavery, they had disclosed no cultural groundmgs 7o, umw of pro=

gram, 0o .pesistance o persecutmn.

in ail thls gampest of rage and murder o o o WE have
had no concerted appeal’ t o authority and Yawl Me
have had no wise leadership to self-gafensel Every”
where, even amid crowded popu]atmns ours has been &
relaxed, nerveless handt Like the loaves of the For= X
est our poodr people, in diwrsc seclions, Were scakt=
tere& abroad at the Tierce breath of their enemuest?’

(‘m Crummell’s assessment, Afro-Amarican po]tr.icians wers

searcely better Qreparcd for their role of Jeadership than thelr

counterparts and cousins In leeria. Corrupt potiticians, absessed

wi th offSce-seeking, lnduiged their self:shness because black pzopie

as & whaia allogmed 1%, a} lowed themselves to be wsed in ways that

vmu'id not be c,ountenanced‘ according 1o crummell, by any other 'people

in the land. bWhat he sad, OF thaught he saw, certainly did not In-

crease his optimlsm with respect to the role such men would play In

red@eeming'ﬁhfrlca. Unable to redaem themseives not made accnuntabla

to thair on people, he suggested they desnrved to bc"‘burslad 1n sbiivion,

s form of justice which the trish- ;.md Germ-m-ﬂmm prople, 1 be-

arayad. by shalr salitical lcadcrs, would ‘guraly mEte out.‘“

Y e
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 The corruption and uselessness of black paliticians, tho;igh
exaggerated by runmall tn rather rypical nationalist style, peverthe”
{ess served 3% a perfect foit for his call for the devaiopment of r.mrer
biack i_rasﬂtutions; for his conjuring nis peopie 10 dgavot-e the talents
aeal, snersY and noney wasted o7 sysgless pﬁ‘ﬂ‘!t{ciar.is" o that end.
e wanted to see Mro-ﬁmﬁcan resources usad o establ ish savings
Tpankis, © start Jucrative busjﬂessas, to set i rotion the Vsprings
cf sction i diverse departmnts of noble activity."32 1n a blankef
iﬁdictment‘ of poliﬂcians, he exhoried nlacks In the Séuth ro avoid
sighe '\eadersh'ip of crézv éfficeﬂseekerﬁ, who care nothing for your

pace, nor for yourselves,” 0 sgve nothing te 90 with the traders in

polltiési“ﬁ Leaders would in time pe availabie 9 direst the nesd

tastltutions, put thelr ‘eadershiﬁ would be of 3 different order from

that exhibited BY black pcllt,'ar.-ians‘.

teadars yoU must Rave. gug don‘t put wP with any but
pightecus and race-écvozcd ment 1F you can't find
guch hov, have patience! scores of davoted youth
full of the inskinct of race 3T€ coming: forth from
your schoolss and the day 18 almast at hand when &
host of real black patriets will arise in the Tand =

fn pot always sereeching and serambling afrer office, . -
but gﬂﬂ of annious solicitudes @ puild up ;heir poo :

wuch of t‘,rugsmll‘s natlonai'ésm was rooted fn his pelief that
Biack peép'lc would rerain in Americas thc;; would not be co'ionize.d novr
would they be absorbed. “The absorpt‘nn‘ which Freék-srlc.k Doug‘-tass at one
polnt had looked @ as @ ééssiblc sal_utiov; to the race prob\e}rs in. Amere
fes was no less Vikely © occur than caionizatibn ;ﬁkl;ka&*mle.

eeummell pelieved that the black racé viould ndt- be "wi% ‘in““t’ﬁe atms of.

e g Hehe whites €0 be . . - in the 2T of the plack.t The
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weight of history wWas against absm;pz.ion, cvidencing a5 it did Mthe
!mpossibi'iity of the obliteration of any race By the proces? of absorp~

gion into another."gg

Smal 1 groups of p'-o;ﬂe could be absorbed but not
large ON&S, Aot Tacsd. yihile Ytaltans in Aemrica, who constituted a

. yery small ﬁﬁmber‘of'paopw, iln‘igi’?t be absorbed, the {rish and the-
Garmans, wWho numbered welil into _the. millions, r-espectiveiy, could not.
And black peﬁﬁle, a despised min'ority which numbered mors than saven
miﬂrlons could not be absorbed. Horeover, he beileved the great -
races-of manking had "inhented for agvs an unsvferving allegiance _.to_
gype® and Ya pertmacious loyalty to jineage.’

u'ﬂike gishop Tupner in the post-ﬁeconstrucﬂon period, Crm!t

) did not advocate the emigration of targe nurbers of black people to
Africa. ma whala Turner had argued that unless biacks inter-mrried
whth ¢ whiges m America they would, ke the indlans, be wiped ouls .
'Crmll felg that @ pecuiiar yiality had ensbled black peoplle to
survive in the past = White Indian and Sandaich 1siande? had fa!l‘en
before white Fury = and assured thelr ccnl;inued'vlablnw as a people
n the futum.” ' : '

‘bn & speech before the Bethel Historlcal Society during the
1880's, he alah;:rated .on these theses. pddressing himsed§ zo the
gopic of weplonization, gbsorption or subjection, " ha argued thar.
,co‘onlx#tiun of t}{é race was "a schenjw urterly visionary and impractical M
Such was the case because it wad wopposed by the desires of the black

. rac@." He contended that “thc expatrtation af many m!llions of people
cﬁntrary to their own wishes, is 3 thing vihich has naver been dona,

and never cat ba."aB Secondly, [t was h!s oplnion that white opie in
: pe
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the ynted States could naver unite hehind the goal of driving‘black
people from the 5011 of the countey. pisplaying a0 optimism that con~
prasted sharply mth the views of Bishop Turner and ctﬁers 'conce‘rn,ing
what whites were capadle of (‘l’umer pelieved thew capable of urterly

. destroying biack peoplel Crume‘!l ventured the -ppinion that, 1ike
Garnel, 1§ soms whites sought 10 force blacks oul, '.‘;mj]ti tudas of the
yery best, most thauql't';fu‘! i tel Christian pﬂople“ would V'rise ups
and {n the name of God and 'humamw pratest against 5@ iniquitous a
gcheme a3 the driving out of PR millions of fellos Christnans.
Th!r_d‘iw. he thought the reluctance ot the Uni ted States i@ 1ose such
s Jarge 1abor suppiy, one which had been the basis of “person_a! wealth
‘ané patlional prospeﬁty“ would militate strongly sgalinst the forced
exodus of black 9809‘&.39 - )

A gults apatt from moral eonaiderations, It was precisew thag '
which souther® Whites viewed 35 peing in their sél F-interest which
would doom tO faiiure schemes for mass emi gration. - . The ?aﬁt thak
wehousands of free:ﬁmn 1a every southerd Btate;" had sought em‘igratl‘on :
follawing the Fallure of Rccanstru::t'ion availed them 1ittie, @5 the
planting interest had opposed such a move. Tha wass robbery 0 which
the freedmen were bel:ag Subjectcd in tha south. the despair o which
ghey had been driven, had caused many 0 "o!’ far their rousehold ‘goods
for sale; ¢ heh’ farming utensils and cabins and thelr smali ai'lot::iaents“
byt vhite pecple would not purchase these itemé. crumwell ‘fema.lrked
that Mevery possible obstacle was thrown In the way W@ pre\}ent {black]
pecap%e Yeaving for Mrlca. w0 . .

There was am:ther prob!em which antagonists of block people
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wou]d have to face if they were 10 achiéve the yoluntary oF forcibie
removal of black;s one which, from crummeit's peint of wios, was
femidahie; The ramoval of black pea;ﬂa would have o gake place
wirtually at ohce, for there tould ba e graduaii&rﬁ ahout P, cOMT S
sidering thﬂ anpual black birth rare of approximtg!y 200,000 a year. ol l \‘.
Vﬁst!matmg the cost of everf passengﬁr at onz wundred doilars, poing
ing out the many fleets af w-ssels raquured for such an uﬂ&artaking,
ne concluded that the cost of shipping the seveﬁ miilion black people
to Africa would be :idse e $700,000, oo - a fiqure the mare s!;afement
of which was js oWn refutarion. fot only wWas the :;c!omzatlen of
b!ack people imgossﬁale, it was for Crummell a sheal sgbsurdity %o be
relegated to the domsin of the krabian Hight raies.’ B2 gumming up his

position against colonization, he said that the Tace cnu!d not be

alected From the countfy, for the mjority of bilacks would resist ex=
patria:lén; : o ' ’ . . . }
The murky g!c;om which Crummall thought had enveloped the con~
tinent of Africa for thousands of yoars, ‘gince the peginning of. tim,
had finally bzgun to 1ifr - in ghose sectlions of the cﬁntinent wﬁic‘n
had arouﬂd the turn of the nineteenth contury, begun to feel the
hanignant rays and reiievlng ghades of Chfist‘iéﬁit\j. The ioﬁg and
) t_e_rr!b-!e nightmare that was " meathenism would s00R end for a great many
_éfr'l;ans, foF dawn WaS rislng beyond Ehe horizon. ﬁ:cordmg to Crummell
"streanﬁ of saving !‘n?!ugnce" had, ln the last decade of the e!ghteenth
cantury, bequn to ﬂm?t “eui from overy po‘mrfui protestant state in the
ﬁorid. The whalez wor'id‘s cnlightenad _and reformed re\igion" was

steividy to eiviize Afeicons.
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Heverthelass, natieﬂa’i tor that he Was Alexandar Crum:el'i

was enamored af Anglo-3az0n civilization, and ioaked to the d:\y
when Africans would adopt pnglo=Sanan fccms ineluding the English
languag 'The whole of Hngraland it he said in B sratement madz in
the 1350'5. - but one from which he did nat vear for Fifey years ~
ngpema without doubt to be given up ro the Enginsh janquage, and
henc'g go the influsncs of Aag‘io-s‘amn 1ife and cwalization."
Mg Es 3 most singulaf providenté ‘that that very pao=

pie, who have most jargely partimpated in the shave”

prade, shoutd have baen brougnt, BY the power of Gad's
gealings, and in the workings eFf #is plans, @ heat

the weighty purden of !iftmg up this targe section
of humanlity @ manhood . - ¢ ]

113

crumeil’s sta.;emnts at the Congress on Bfrica and The
hemvican it;eg'fc at Gameon Theological seminary 0 1835 feﬂected
with ﬁqé fmportant exception, M0 wa Jor ghifg In his thinking o Africa
over the previous forty yeBrs. A ge.nera'ticm ar wore befcirt-.‘the Gan;mon
Thea‘iogjaa! geating e had expressed gupisfaction that the slave crade
7 hed been Hrought to a0 ead, that pmmrful pmtestant states thrﬂughout
“the world were seriving for that regeneratfon of ‘Africa which he con~
gidered 'both necessary and. gesirabie. HoreoveTs he had wolcomed com™
marcia'i gles which had been established petween Europ® and Africa:
~hese 'he' haljed a3% e_wldences of iegitimate commaree . .%ior had .he
l abandonaé wis betlef tﬁat 5 tide of saivaﬂon sweeping a!ong‘in a-
¥proad ;\igh'w égr'rent“ would b‘ea? wyhe mighty masses' of Africans ¢

such sajvation ang glory that "Eth!cpia w from the Hadl terrancan to
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the Caps. fron the At} antlc ogean 1O e tndian, tihall soon spretch S

out her hands B0 sod. "

in his. Gammon Thgologi—cal statement, wgiyilization 3% a Coi- . .
1ateral and lnﬁ?spansab!e iﬁstrm&enta‘iity in Planting e Christian
church In Afeica,” ¢t resgated a viey wh‘iﬁh had long ,éinc,e‘bef
eome ﬁhe burden pf his critique of ths African, and, probably, the
source of ﬁc,‘inconsiderahle anguish for him. The Mr'icaﬁ', ii‘mocent-of

- christianity, was spiri-tua'lly'“less than 3 quért‘er of a man.” -As 'he
- standé befu.re the teacher of the gu;pel, when first convereed, "he is

byt a childl”

& erude, wndeveloped and benighted childt A shadodt
of & men! Child, hownvers though he be, he is the
kead of 2 gamiiy. « - - gut what is 19 he done with
this Christian man-child? Dane, not, 1 mean, a5 <]
Rie imne? spiritual condition. « « - is he to be
Jeft In the rude, crude, hal f=animal conditions in
which he migsionary First found him? surely not,
for chelzpianity ts, in all’ ghe ways oF jife, a ned
ereatiof. This man-chitd Is 0 be cecanstructad.
Al ghe childishnaess of Inheritance is graduaily t@
ne taken out of his braln, and all the barbazé&m of
ages to be gliminated frod hls constitution. : i

. B3

&5' in the ¢ase of the individual eonvert, 20 to? with groups of
converes. "ihus the need fpl; a reconsiructibn of African s,ode:y, for ' o
_in poth ;aseﬁ siiy .ié humanity, maised, crooked, tow a_nd'dag'raded;
f511ing short in every ;;.;rticui'ar of that fuﬂ development which is
aver t,h-eAa:‘im of _Chrlstlan‘iw," The heathen, & diﬁo;ganizeé being,
r;eedeg! recnﬂstruct!on in every segmnt_‘of his outer being and in every
yelatlon of his jife. The int;'od'ucﬂo'n of christianity into heathen
s‘éeiety is a necessary preconditioﬂ for the reconstruction of th?at

sociaty, for the atrainmant of elvilization. vif you Grave tha
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Influ;nca and Tnspiration of some majestig and lnspiring-c?vilizatian,“
Crﬁﬁnﬁll sald, “you must pul yourself in immediate neighborhood to soms
grand people uader thz Influsnce of Jesus Christ.”&?

The banign, civilizing effects of Christianity would be felt,
according to Crummé}i, arony the Zulus, Eﬁ.S?érra icsna, and in Japan.
That Liberia wos n;:at tncluded among his éxamplés, thaﬁgh he admitted
that the examples were many, Is espscially worth noting. Nor is‘
Liberis mentioned In his second staterent before the Cong;ess ~ "ihe
ﬁbsqufe.Heed of an Iﬂdigenmus Hissionary Agency fér the Evangelization
of Afrlca.” 1In the latter case, more instances were offered of the

_sprea& of Chrisgian misslons and the attendant trans formations teward
Heivilization," but still no mention of Liberfa. There is reason o
believa that by 1835 Crunmeil felt the exarple of Sterra Leome was more
sdffy!ng and instructive than that of Liberia. ‘

n ihg guest%nn of the need Fof an indigenous mi#sicnarv agency
for Africa, Crummell remained true Eo‘his position 6? ths }1850°s that
people of ﬁFri&aﬂ ancestry, apart From a possible initial introduction
of Christiénity'through the ageney of others, must themselves recognize

thelr role as the main agancy being employed by God to effect the

evangelization and efvilization of Africa., He once again projected

what was essentially o notfonalist imperative, but this time - and here

was the slgﬁiftcant shlftr- one devolving Hore heavilf than .ever uypon
thajﬂFrlcaﬁ on the continent. While in Africa he héd_for some tims
belleved Mew Yorld blacks should play the dacisive role in the p;acgsﬁ
of evangeiizetion, but before the Cong}css ohﬂAFri;a he advanced that

the "native man' himself would héve to plav-e-fas.afeater‘raia in

effectiva evangelization, In constructing “clvilization.™
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While trummeki's conclusien, that the African indigencus to thé

" continent must bake rﬁ;ponsib11|ty for his destiny, vas cartainly pro”
gressive, and while his explanation for the decisive roie to be playéd
by. the native was in the ﬁa{ﬁ quite sound, ?;5 ba%ic assumptions regard‘
ing Africans remainad as uninformﬂd.and as éurccentric as ever. His
recognition that mhy knowledgs, by -sympathy, hykkfndness and sentiment,
by his peady tongue and hes evangellcai spir}t, the slmplest native
man, 1§ pious, is by far the most facile agent for the ?ropcgaﬁion of
the faith' was certainly rationai.ks But, once again, his argusent

:waﬁ sadly esbarrassed by w:thering assaul ts upon the African's life-
seyles. For example, his view on the Importance of kncwing the lang=
wages of the people amongy whom miss%qnary work is to be done was
vig%afed by a statement which hetraye& his exceeﬁing!y timited under=

: s&andingrof the African mind and African Binguistics: He thought Afri-
can languages uncouth and rude, gehicies of the Efrlcan& vnarrow and
stunted thought. w9 . .

§¢ Crummsll was famifiar with the warks of the few Europaan
seholars who wére cuttling the ground from under propounders of the
thesfs that contem@orary Afrlean socaetles were backward and- steeped in
$8vagerys ther@ are no such jndlcations !n his works. There is, For
example raot the barest suggestion that he was ‘gamiliar with the better
works on Africa which appeared in Europe and America. o0 Gt Is alimost
& cértaint§ that he must have kaown Robert taﬁmbe]l°s fine book on Afrié#,
Fur the author was almajor fFiqure In antnfbeilum tegro 1ifc in fmerica.
Yat gliven Crummallts bent of mind thcre {s no reason o balleve, even

had_he_read the Campbell volume, that he would hava taken it seriously.
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nt of informatidn

The conclusion is very attractive that no amou

on Africa Jahich ran counter to tLrummell's prosumptions couid have

changed his opinions of that continent and har people. s unusually

plesk vision of the African past and present wWas fargely attributable

yo his accaptants, apparent1y w:thaut question, of the extremely chauv=

fnistic and short-sighted wiew, widely prevalent in England during the

years of his mtriculation at Canbrudge that western civt!(zation was

the only truly valid one. But such an explanatmn is net sufficient to

explaln Crummell. Henty tiighiand Garnet and other h!ack inteflectuals

ware subjected, $n varying degreas, o the angi-African propaganda £

which Crummeli was exposed. ¥nile they too considered contemporary

geﬁafally'm0yed to Javish as

African cultures hackward, they wers not

4 to be the opposites af those cultures, Gne

such praise on what seemg

is tempted to Suspect that the intenstty and sustained qual iy of

trummel&'s attack was rooted, ultimately, in a form of self-hatred,

agonizing in 6npth and compass, aven though his ‘nationalism enab}ed him

assimitationism of his péople. Meverthelzss,

to stop short of embracing

the values which he wanted black people to adopt were, minus the racism,

very much those of the Targar society.
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iv

Alexander Crummell was perhaps the mst.t distinguishéd black man
te do missicnalry- work in West Africa during tha ninateenth century.
Tﬁem ‘for tuenty years, he left knowing 1iztle more about the peoples
he had encountered than upon arrivingj thus thare 15 reason &0 belleve
that Crummell very early lost most.of the respect for Africé which was
imparted go him by his father. it is altogether poss;bie that a
cevtain mixtufe of humillation and sorrow over Africa - and toward
hirsel? as & person of African extractlon = provided the main energy
which pgmred his spiritual world.

Perhaps better than any one of his time, Crumme il fepresente&
the position, through his writings and actinns, that the African past
and presant were devot& of anything of worth, wers without value. This
he contended gespite the fact that most black intellectuals and pmbably
large nuwbars of erdinary blacks be‘iievedl as a virtual article of faith
that. b‘iadﬂ people had played significant roles in ccmstructing or
helping to construct Egyptian clvilizatlon. ftr is small wcﬁder that,
unable to believe Africans had a past of any nota, C.rmrli cou_‘id.sea
only barbarism and éavagﬁw in the Africen pressnt, 2 rank backward-
ness spawnad not by Innate inferfority but .Ey Africans at some distant
poing -iﬁ the past ﬁav!n.g Yived far apart from the rest of_ hemanity,
and havi‘ng subsequently been separated, %\é erroncously thought, by the

Sehars desert. .
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lla {s difficult to escape the conclusion that Crummell, in
seeking to re;waka .tﬁe African, was tmpeiied by a desire to invest
his own 1ife with new meaning, to re-f:r‘.ate hlmsa!f His views on
Affic:a are more important, in the final ana‘lysis, for what they teil
us about hie and blacks similarly inclined than for what they reveal
about Africa; and still more important for what they teil us shout
the moral and intellectual clémate ‘@f trerlca, of the Western world
generatiy. 51 Kot only did he !!ve at a time vhen fe peap!e had wore '
than a superficial view of mﬁtempcrary African hiﬁtory and culture;
he Jived In o wor‘d in which black people were subjected to unrestrained
racial abuse ira theary and p achg ) : . .

The: intenectuai stance af ﬁrum!i t}lustrated that more than
mncern over the plight oF Afri:ans was required to Invest Africa
conselousness with c,rean:?ve manlng, Fop ai% Bis 5inmriw and energy, .
‘ﬁwll’s pmscr!ptmm for Africa's iits, had they baen widely applied,
may well have mounded the probiems of that vast cont?m:at. Far=
ﬁunately far the trad!t‘ions of AFre-Amrica, his posltioﬁ on Africans

- was not representative of the beHer of mot. artiguiata blacks., On
rthe conLrary, black leaders zhmughcut the century, §n the faca of
soaring atta;kﬁ on their humanity, began the extremely difficult gask

of attempting to reconstruct thelr past as one answer to thelr de=

tractors. Lt was, in fack, thairrefforts which provided a far more
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weaningful, eved i ot times dlstorted, frame of reference for
determining what it had once heen to be Afriean, 1ang bzfore the

rodern phase of worid history.




3. ETHHOLOGY AND HISTORY 1] UE?ENSE
OF AFRIGN! HU“iMlT‘i’ ]

What Afro-Americand jearned of their ancestral _homé was usually
z;ccomplished in spite of the 1ar'g‘er Society,‘which gave major attention
to attempts to domesn Afru:a and Afrlcaﬁs, to palegate ;:hém to the back=
waters of civitization and humamty Geadually puilding over the cen=
turies, ént!“AFrucan sentinent was linked to prejudlﬂiai attacks on the
Africzn in Amarica, reachmg 3 high point before the outhreak of the
clvil War. Though Amer!can siavery had €S mte!lcctual défendeks in
abundance from {13 wvery iﬁ:.eptmra inciudmg the nost distinguished 7
s¢atasmen, it was m)t um:ﬂ the attack of siavery intensifled beiwsen
18126 and 1860 that an eizbarate, theoretical gefense of that instigution
was mun.ted, culminating in 3 Full b}m{n ideo!.og'i of racis,mf,‘

The mesbers of the Ansrican School csf‘Anthropologf. who vere
probably. the chlaf intellactuai dafendars of slavery, restad r.hclr
atgack on the fulcrum c? African mhno‘iugy fnsisting upon the his:aric,
naturai and thﬂrsfam permanent inferior!w of the black man. 2 gance the
bright bemedicl:im of eternai white tutelage and supewislon of ensiaved
peoples’ of African ancestry in Amsrica. “Largely mounted in tha South,
thé masslve effort to justify oppression and proscrnpt!an of blacks
recg‘ivéd suppo‘rt in the North from d!st!ngulshed scho!ars and universitiss,
a5 1t would throughout vhey caatury.

The ﬁ.m@f;léan §choot mesbews ¥ vanged from the Philadelphia anatomist
‘and physicia,n Samual Gaorge Morton, who founded the school, && the esteamed

Haevard ﬂawa‘list Louls fsgasslz goth Ho,rtoﬁ,@éﬂ.:aﬁml:ﬁi'sslﬁmd

13
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interast in fostering of justifying slavery, but bath pelieved In the

inferiority of blacks, which amunted to virtually the same thing.
Georgz R. Glsddon and Joshiah Ciark Nott, key Figures in the Amerlcan
to disguise their belief that slavary was justi-

school , inade no effort
thelr aHeged Fmding that Africans, bereft of 2

fiad on the basis of
n beings whose enslavement,

historys constituted the tomust order of huma
whatever the impzﬂse :hat brought stavery tnto beling, was essentially
hwﬁana.3 Guch arguments were dra-m upon by slave—holdeﬁ and b". vhite
and the

s-slave Frederick pougliass

answer such charges

- Facists generally. The gifted e

) historian Georg? Washington Wiilians auerrpted o
K- the ground of ethnology. A largér group of blacks used history as a
defense 8gainst cacist attributions of the inferiority of :helr people.

Though the American School did not giffer with Frederick Dougiass"
contention that nEgyplt was one of the earliest abodes of fearning and

u providing the b s of Greece and

cheilization, asis for the cuvi]izatlo
fome, NS assertion that the ancient Egyptians were ROt white but about
e heart of that

o complexion as the pmerican Negro syruck at th

the %38
demonstrate the inferiority of people of African des-.

wchools attempt 21
g argumnt t’hat the ancieﬂt Egyptlans

ceﬂtu5 Cha!lenging S:.um.e! Horton
moved From Negroes, Doug\ass used the guthorfs own

werse complately ¥e

words - from Crania Americana = in attempting to erbarass his argument .
Horton's descrlption of the Egvptlans scomplexion brown.. o - nose iz
where it §s rmmded and wides thc Tips are

stralght, encepting the end,

5
rather thick, and the halr Mac.k arid curly“ was thrown back at him as
- Douglass sought to demons krate that the Egyptian people had a strong
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admixture of black African blood. houglass ventured that Horton's
_deseription of the Egyptians ouid certainly sesn to make it safe to
suppose the presence of even Hegro blood.” A man of his time with a
brown complexion, addad Douglass, 'nese rounded and wide, 1ips thick,
hair black and curly," would have Mo difficulty in getting himself
recognized as a Negro."6 Horton's treatment of the Nublans, who con-
_guered and ruted the Egyptians, was no {ess vulnerable to attack from - . 1
fouglass, who once again quotedAHorton against Horton,
The halr of the Hubians is thick and black = often | f
-eurled, either by pature or art, and sometimes pars i
tially Frizzled, but never woolly « « » Although the
Hubians accasionally present their national characters

unmixed, they generally show traces of their social . i
Intercourse with the Arabs, and evel with the Hegraes.?

I

Mnrtoﬁ's use of the adverb nayen,!! Douglass thought, showed the
spirft in which Your great Etﬁna!oglst-pursues his wark, aﬂ&lwhat deduct~
jons may b# justly made From the value of his researches on that account;ﬁ
Supporting Vo?nayfs contentiéﬂ that the Sphinx fgpfesented an Egyptian -
galey, he remarked that Horton's position thai the Sphinx was arshrina
myorshipped at b? degradad Mcgroes-uf £§ygt" wésApaténtiy absurd, Vi
vicw of the fact that the grzat Sphinx in question was the chief of a
series, full two miles In ieng:h.“a'

Quoting from Denon’s Travels ig;ggzgzﬁ which dgscrfbes the
Egyptians'as having-"thick I%ps.-fuli and prominent; mcutﬁ targe, but
cheerful and smiling, comp!en!on'dark, ruddy and coppery, and the whole
mspect #lspiéy{ng . . . the genuine African character, of which the .
Regro s the exaggurated‘and extrema'representation.“ Douglass procecded

to quote & passage from anthropologlist James prichard which was no Jess
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peréuasive for his putposest prichard, renarding an atleqed colony &f
vihere Was nnal

Egypts cot
yo favor o%‘ this ©

fact strong\y
ai red.”g

chis, quotes Harodotus 3% having saad that
pnmo'\ - the folchians were black in

commplexion Cand woolly h
aceused ‘pogethe? with lott,

charles H

amilton smith = whoﬂ pouglass
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nggly beed con
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s Matural Hizto
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mpressed pougla
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tiys truly @ grawmatlcaliy framed language-as any extant.’® Douglass alsa
cited, as an cxample of an African people who had raccnt]y eregated an I
aiphabet, the Mandingqes, but he migh; have, had he been moré conversant
with African linguiétics,laliuded to other African {anguagas a3 weitl.
$¢311, -few were the Amaricans vho_thcught the AFricans_had-dévaIQped - b
1anguages beyond the moéﬁ rudimentary Stage.‘z
Bouglass? authori;ies on the resemblance of the ﬁgyptians to
Hegroes ware among those used by black historians of his time and later,
iﬂaiudiﬁg those of'thé rwentieth century = Herodotus, Eschylus and-V¢!nty.
Relying on them, :ogethéf with contemporaries such as the ﬁistlﬁguishad
"gntrhopologlst frichard, Douglass' conclus fon regarding Negro influznce
in Egypt refiected his usual judiciouﬁqesﬁ. while he dfd not claim, as '
: 8!6 pther hia;ks-of his time, that the ancient fgyprlians were Neg?oas ’
. aﬂswer!né. in all respects, to the nations and tribes
ranged under the general appellation, Negro; sgiil, bt
may safely be affirmed, that a SLrong affinity and 2

direct relationship may be clalmed by the HNegro rate,
eo that grandest £ 51} nations 2i_antiguitz,'the

wuifders of the pyranids.
Pougiass thpugﬁt vhat raclsts found very disturbing vias the pre=
sence of Egypt iﬁ Africa, "Pity that it had not been in gurope, OF in
. Bsia, or bgtté? sefil,” he excla%med;-"in Amarlca.“lk He concluded his
remarks on Egypt by venturing that the "people cf-Afrlcé are, probably,

ona people.” His suggestion that It would not be unreasonable fo suppoiq

that the various tribes of Africa may have been spun off by the Egyptians,
nas jmplied by the evident relations of thelr Tanguage, and by other : g
simitaricies'’; that the various tribes and natlons werc Intimately related

to othey tribed and nations - those were richly suggestive prcmlses,is
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shough 1t 1s tikely ?;ﬁat he fad, e aeearate conception of the extent of
gribal joyalty iich prava‘nﬁed im Africa, 2 toyalty 39 narro and c:'-aap
as to divide vast pumbars of peaples; hapayar STIONG ather unit;es

. bt wat Dnugiass‘ contention ghat A man js worked upon BY what
tﬁwwks wn.tt Lompleting the briliiant prilr-.c.‘h'ﬂé; e addad that & man ‘.
sty carve out ks ci_rcmstaﬂces,, bat hi‘%rdrcums:ances witl carve him : i |
aut 8% H&H."% “in accounting for those phvsicai character'ﬁétics which - . . |
supp@sem\g marked the Afr-icar; as an {pferior réce: ‘anldg as s0Me "scient’ists," _ o N ;
preschers ang other %earne& ] of"h'(s period though, '3 distlinct specles,” |
ﬁougiass used @ crcss-cu‘i tural appmach. i tanguag® vary much 1ike that
empioyed by Alexsnde? (:mnmen and Bishop Henfy mettatl Tqi’ner-, he
remarked that the form of che Hegro had often peen the susject of coom A
menkl wiis flat %’ael, tong arms, high cheelk bones and-mtmating fore~

head, are eﬁpeciaiw gwelt upoii, €@ his diaparaqemeﬂa,_ and just 3% 114

ghors ware NO w&’lue peapie with precisa'ly the 3amE pctu‘iartties,"w

e raported * that, oft arriving I8 jretand nine yoars gariier,
whﬂe address!ng a mating of some 5,009 common peop!es ‘on temperancé,, i
7 he ohsaweﬁ numan faces which never be!"ora 1old 2 's.'addc.r‘ rale. These !
geople had lacked oaly m!!y haly and 8 B1aC ol skin *'Ee complote thaif ;
jong armii

yikeness o e Eiantation tegro.’ {%.tai'ics added.} Gaunts 1T ] X

Qpen ; uﬁeéucated rnouths. badly formad feet and ankiest gacant enpres” ‘

5 lons and sareheads which rétreatied; the shuffling qalts "and their patly

. fights and quarre%& - aﬂ'_df thcsa qua‘lit!es reminded pouglas® of his own

‘goraly abused pc@ple.m Like those lrlf.hmtm, the gfeviuuﬁw opprasaer&
African {or the wan of color 0 Amﬂcai wou’!d ook the parts; 50 thought

- peug] aﬁs o5 \emll -a% manv othcr Hagroes who objected 0 the more spereo=
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typical portrafts of Africans being projected as representative of the

group.
mher of articulate

A monogenesist, fouglass spoke for a largs nu

Hegroes in his discourse on ethnology. Cér:ainly his view that the

African branch of the fhuman family extended Bepam the once highly clvil-

tzed Egyptian to the barbar?ans on the banks of the Nigef”'did not steike

2 novel note among his black brethars.,39 The dighotomy in the African

past, as they concelived it, af a glorious ancient history in Egypt {énd

in Ethiopla) and a barbaric, savage present In Wast Africa, might have

been pecelved with & degr#e of .2quanimity by blacks had it not. bean for

stavery and, by the 18505, fullescale racism in theory and practice.

Sensing the alfgnment of forges in nhe‘u.s_,'the'Fcrmidahie power of

pacists on all levels of the Se;?étyn Bouglass did a

of & separafa ereation, asking:

that 1§ the Hegre may not be able to prove his relatfon-
ship to Nubians, Abyssinfans and EgyptiansT What bf in-
genlous men are able to find plausible objections O atl
arguments maintaining the oneness of the human race? What,
after all, If they are able to show very good reasons for
beljoving the Hegro to have baen created precisaly o5 we
#ind him on the Gold Loast -_along the Sensgal and the
Miger - | saY, what of ail this??

§f one graﬁted those pfemises,’ﬁnugiass belicvea, they dld not

iead to the conclusion that therefore bilack people should be desplsed,

that ens!avemeﬁt and imbrutement would be wise of just. UA diverse

arigin dles not. disprove a commaf nature, nor does it disprove a unlted

destiny,” he reasoned, and added that “'The essential characteristics of

humanlty are the same," = Whatever the white men‘dccidcd,.régardlng such

gquastions, the African = with remarkable

andurance," and "“inalterable toughness'" was in ths world to stay; in

llew for the possibility

nrengelity of Tife," powers of
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" Amarica, the indian was dying “undar'the-flaéhing glance of the.Angiq~

Baqxnf,t But this was not the case with the legro: veijvitization cannotl

C 441y him. He accepts It - becomes a part of it,"zg
i

George Washington Witliams, 3 black historian, put the American .

School under attack by concentratiﬁg‘his fire on the internal contra=.

. dicmﬁansland inconsistencies of us reprgsentativeﬁ.' Baginning-gent!y,

he clted the Interesting fact that br. Hotk, daspite his‘undisguised

jack of enthusiasm for blacks, unequivocaltly asserted "the antiqulty of

the Hegro,” admitting that “Higritian types ware contemporary with the

gariiest Egyptians.“zz But Far more damaging perhaps was a passage

from Hott's 12255 of Kankind, one which describes pictures in & Theban

tomd:

A Woagress, apparently & princess, arrives at Thebes,

" drawn In @ plaustrum by & pair of humped oxen, the
driver and groom being red-coloved Egyptians. « + -
Following her are multitudes of Negroes and Hublans,
Bringing tribute fram the upper counkry, &% wall as
hlack 5laves of both sexes and all ages, among whom
are ggggchi!drca, whose fathers were Egyptians. The
cause of her advent seems o have beon to make offers
tng In this tomb of a 'roya! son of Kesh - Amunoph,®
who may have been her husband. : '

witiiams thought Tt strange that br. Hott's views on the-Negro

slioeed him "to make a statement that destroys his heretofore specicus

séasonlng about the political and social status of the Negro.' Regarding

Nott's position that blacks were in n servile state throughout antiguley,

the vassals of varfous Egyptian kings f'a vicw shared by Rgassiz and

other marhers of the amarican School = utlliams,thbugﬁt the reference
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t@ ghe grincess nﬁgated such an argument. He vrote that the bYack Iédy
to whom reference was made = indeed, Bzha entire picture i1 the Theban
tomb *F was a refutation off Mott's argurent, for the picture presented
was that of s Hegro princeﬁs with Eqyptian driver and groom, with a
: ta?ge army of attendants, going on & fong journey to the tomb of her
ﬂovaf husband."zh . 7
The fact that black slaves were mentioned tn the acgount in no
‘way, in the opinion of Wiltiams, invaildated tge éignificance of the
statlon ocoupiad by the black princess, for.at this time slavery was
not confined to any speclal group of people. Furthermore, he thought‘ic
unlfkely that such high position eould hava been attained by the black
sioman had hepr people not enjoyed a fong and peaceful reign or won an
henorable place for themselves by virtue of their valor In war.
&s'regards the entfquity cf the Negrn, in Asiz as well as Egypt,
the matter aFForded tittle room for spacutation. The astute investigatorﬂ
tasting the hypcthesﬁs,‘woéid'find tempies and monuments, pyramids and
sepuichred stoned rising before him, aff!rming the‘Négroeé antlqulty.
Blacks had migrated over vast &Xpanies of Asfa: Their |ikenesses eould
be found among the Japanese, whose idols in some fnstances were "exact
rapresenéat?ons of woolly-halred ﬁegroes"; in Siam, where ldois wam;
tashioned after.ﬁcgroes in some of thé.tampleé; and‘in other regions of
Asls.zs Black people had been esteemed in Asia and In anclent Africa,
accordlng te Williams, and coutd not justiy be accused of having exclusively
occup!eﬁrmenlal pasitions, ' l 7 -

"y Witliams' observations wers accurats regarding the polltical

-nnd ra%iglo#ﬁ haights - raflected In the art of Egypt and Asla‘- o
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which some black Africans rose, his conception of the way in which
ejvltization developed from pre-history through tigm2 leaves very fuch £o

be desired, Like a great deal of the history Qriting of the nineteenth

century, his theory on the origins of civilizations was seriously

) xaad by his Beagcred®-view of their birth = at? the races of mankind,
as 2 gife from God, were civilized from the start.z6
Witliams® observations on the “true ngro“ ef contempbrary

hfrican sccieties were asbout a8 perceptive as his view of the origins

of ciwilization. ir fact, he displayed a suﬁceptibi!i;y to brutatl

stereotypes of black peoplé as great or pearly so as the peqéla of whom

he was critical regarding ancient Egyptian history. He quoted from a

volume entitled Savage Africa, the. author of which had crudely tisted

three "grand types" of Africans = Ythe bronze-colored class; “the

Llack-skinned™; and "Lastly, tha typifa? Negroes'™: ‘ . ﬁ

an exceptional race aven among the Hegroes, whose
disgusting type Bt ts not necessary to re-describe.
They are found chiefly along the coast between the.
fasemanche and Sierra Leons, betwean Lagos and the
Esmergons, in the Congo Swamps, and in certain

* swaepy plains and mountain-hollows of the interior
. . The typical Negro is the trué savage of Africa
. . and | must paint the deformed anatomy of his
mind . - « unrestrained moral taws, ypends his days
tn sloth, his rights in debauchery.?

_gut this was by no means all. Willtams was quite prepared to

walleve that. the Hegroes of the Unlted States, approximately sin mtliian

'in:humber by 1880, were products of the "cast-away material of Africa.”
Williams added that for “the candid student of ethnography it must be
cancius!vs'that the Negro Is but the most degraded and disfigured type

‘of primeval African.® toncluding hiz remarks on this subjeckt with a
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certain generosity, he contended that the fegro in West Africa and in
the American South 'shows that the c_t:nturu_: of ﬁagagehood and slavery
have pot drained him of all ths elements of his marshcxcw:i.”z8

Both Doﬁglass and-Willlams, in the ignorance of their remarks
regarding West African blacks, reflected a-general jack of knowledge
in black and wh%te intellectual circles on West African history, ong
that prevailed inte the pext century. In vemarking on the atleged
tdaguneration’ of West African ’bIacks from an ideal Egyptian type, they
exposed a way of looking at their West ﬁfrican brethren wiich ruled
. out esren the possibﬂ?tv of there bemg valuss of worth in that part
'of'Mrica wlthout, presumably, & great deal of time and oppornursity
for development being avaﬂlabm vo the “degensrate’’and sc-cal‘ied Yeasg=
aveay™ types. c!wrﬁy, there would be no Yight shed' on Yest Afr!éan
peoples from the comments of E)ouglass and mlham. Mor would there
be such more of worth from other Afro-Americans on West African history.
5ulz thair work on the African In the Americas and Pn ancieﬂt ﬁfrica is

another mattler, one of tmport and thus mrt.h axp‘lorlng.
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When AFré»Americansrmouﬁted their coﬁnter~assauit in the his-
_tarueaﬁ arena, |t bore striking simitarities to thelr line of attack
in the snti-stavery fight. For cme thing their historical response
came to maturity, became noticeably serv-!ceabla_ to them at roughly the
same time that they were bullding a viable, if 6ot ver§ powerful anti-
slavery covement. That this was the case Is perfecﬂy Iogaaﬂ s%nce
'lbéth deve%upwenf;s were In a real sense responses to the charge that
‘they were subhuman beings and fherefqre £1¢ chjects of vhite averlord-
ship. But just as numbers of black pebpia in the Horth wished to turm
thelr backs on the fight ag:ginsf sla'wary, shepe Is lictle doubt, though
hard evidence is lacking, .that athers = perhaps some of the same men
and woman = wished to disassociate themselves from the writing 0? Afro-
Ameriesn and African history. Yet there is reasan to believe, judging
from the enormous amount of attention that Afro-fmarican 'Seadérs,demted'
to history in their sgeechcs and writings, that there was on balarce
vaa'f significant interest among black pecplex In their past;gs

- that was implicit in the Edeuicgy oF Iﬂack natiuna”sm as espoused

" by Malker, Gaynet and Sidﬁey, that people of Africen ancestry everydiare

were members of the same fa_mlly wltﬁ special tles, was reflected in the
aﬁ;z!tudeé toward history of those AFro-ﬁmertc,ans, nationallst and non-

aatfonallst, wha wrote .or ﬁpﬁke on thalir history. thether Tt was Bamet
* or ¥elle Brown, when e!ther man disccursed on the history of his people
'he ranged easily, seemingly naturaiiy, me Africa to the Amerleas, sugs

gesting that ensentially the sams people, sharing 2 common heritage, were
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beimy cﬁ’mﬁgted Sefore David Walker gave styong emghasis to & history

reflectifd the oncness aof African plop]es of courss, the cancept was *
deaply rooted in the ccnac:musnass of black thlnkars.:m &
grofa iigtls v:onder that such was the case, fof‘ the very harsh-

azss and ruthlessness of attempts fo deraamate evidences oi“ African
eultares In horih America 1aid the groundwork, through the elimination

of African tribal and culturat differences, for #lacks m. surmount
those di fferences mors easily - where they existed - snd to view pea~
ples of ﬁfr!cau ancestry whole, as one paop{e, fn Africa - and even in
.sm parts of the fowelcas such as Brazil - @ mitipl feity of tr‘bes

with éiff’ering,-'ghough useally related religious aﬁd Yinguistie forms,
for example, had at kimes served ta provide parriers to unity. But in
Em’th America the more Akans and Yorubas. and fhos hecame iﬂda%tiﬁgmsha
ghie from each other, the more prepaved they and their children were to
comider Africans one peopte with a common past and future. ﬁather '
wri@u_ﬂy‘,_ while substantial cultural retention would doubtiess have en
hanced the chances. of more effective = and ethafe - siave pebellfons In
Horth America, the witimate absencR-ﬁF & very significant Afeican cul-
eural presence strengthensd the chances for a conception of .ﬁf?fc&m

miw broad gnough to embrace atl of Afﬂca's chri'?t";lrei't.BE )

then one recalls that for centuries the great majority of “free”

Blacks aﬁd generations of slaves theugh; of themsalves as Africans, that
Yarge numbcrs of them had spent portions of thelr lives in Africa, U lhe
Hast indiies g_th_ﬁmarica, than It should not astonish that their conscicu"-=
AGSS bf whot constlruted being Africa, e the i\merican zmtting aF-lavel-"

© Ying Qppressinn,'was far more expanslve; cutting across tribal and
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tingdistic lines, than i1 had been tn the Afrtean homeland, 1n brief,
narvow African atleglances wiis farcad to g!ve way ratiier quickly fn
America. be. & ;omrunaty of perceptions and ;asssans farmed in the erucible
of sVavery, W0 3 condition In ‘which the consciéusness of most blacks
axkended beyond the boundaries of tribal grcup:ngs enahiiagﬁghﬁm tG
jdentlfy with Afrfcans everywhere. ) This process worked rore effect-
fvely in North America, owing to the peculnar|ties of the 5iave trade and
siévery than anywhere else. In the Amerncas 3T Fnr_the oppressed black
.waﬁ, ic Finally resulted in a perspective on his history ;ﬁich was all-~
Af%ican,,that s, a Pan-African view-af the past. Gﬁ certain levels,
higwsyer, such 3 ;iew W3S not necessarily pasitive and enlightzniﬁg, as
wias demonstrétad‘in the pages of Negro rewspapers, books, sermons, and
Hettars, the documents under examination here.

The essantisls of the Afro-Amsrican approach ko the‘writﬁng of
. history can be found in the pages of Frcedcm's Journal, so deeply in=
volved with African peoples were the editors and readers of that bépar.

From the wery First issus of Frccdom 5 Journai tt was evident that, ln

addieion to Africa, the entire diaspora was considered by the’ editors &%
zhelr fietd of Inquiry, historical_and contemporary. In Fact, ﬁcarcety
‘an issée af thatvﬁaper‘was without s!gﬁificant coverage of tha grans=
p!aﬁﬁed'ﬁfrican, and much of that reportage conststed of historlcal
- geoounts, of slavery in varfous West Indian and South American communi=
ales, incTuding Jamafca, Barbados ., Trinldad Halt! Brazil and others.33
The Pan-ﬁfr!can perspecélve was sometimes dOub!e;edged, for Free-

dom's Journnl carried many articles which, vhila not davoted to history,v'

cnntain?d refarences te A?rican savagery and:backwardness = that Is,
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articles, ot thﬂ allegﬂdiy unc:villzed state oF-contcmporary Africays
hiskorg.. But this trend wWas batanced by the appearance of articlos
devoted exclusively to history, especiatly to the achiavemenes of black

peaple in ancient Egypt and Ethiopia. wdﬂ Though 1t piayed a pioneering

roieriﬁ the historical field, Freedby's Journal was not alons in the

richness of 1ts. resources on African peoples. gssentially the same
format wWas foli&wed by Ibg_tolored Amer:can and by other jmportant ante~
belium black newspapers in subsequent decades,. Horeover. in reporting |
en the history of the African in the Caribbezan oT in South America,
wlack editors did not'hesi;ate to reprint the better articies which
accasionally appeared in white newspapers and jwt‘mal's.gﬂe

Hore than the history of any other'country in the Americas, the

history of Haiti especially the revatutianary peciod, was a source of

fascination and pride for black Ieadars during the nln&teenlh centufy .

That Halti garnered more attention than any other African countyy was

uﬁderstandable prcciselv because Bt was the one country in which black
people bad Successfu1ly opposed the Forces of enslavement. James Theo-
dore Holly, more effectively than any other Afro-ﬁmarican chranicieé
ghat country‘s-past. His articics In the pages of the Ang!a»ﬁfrican
magaitne.coincided with, and probably contributed to, risipg interest
in emigration to Hait] on the part of people of color in Amerlca, an
interast which pesulted in several thousénd of them tak!@g up rgsldeﬂce'
in Haltl In the late iBSO's and early ! 860’5.35 .

- The attention given to Africans in Haftl illustrataﬁ that, as

fmportant as the h!stcry oF ancient Africa was to building an effective

defense of African humanity, the history of the African .in ‘diaspara was




