Oliver Johnson, Anti-Slavery Leader, Boston,

Suffolk County, Mass. { also Vermont).

(From Dicflonary of American Blography, Vol. X)

Oliver Johnson (Decs 27, 1809=Dec. 10, 1889), anti=
slavery leasder, editor, was born at Peacham, Caledonia
County, vt.; the son of Ziba Johnson, a Peacham ploneer
in 1795, and Sglly Lincoln. « « «0liver grew up on
a farm gnd attended the common schoel untlil he became
an apprentice in the printing office of the Vermont
EatchmanI Montpellier, Here he came under the influence

of William Lloyd Garrison, whose paper, Eggrnal of the

Times ( Bennington), he eagerly devoured. On Sept. 8,
1832, he married Mary Anne White, dsughter of Rev.
Broughton White of Putnﬂ'_?’ VEte L] . » .
Going to Boston in 1831, he established the Chris=-
e
tian Soldier , in opposition to the doectrine of Uni=-

versaliam. His office was in the same buillding with
that of the Liberator and there soon sprang up be-
tween Johnson and Garrison an intimaecy and an agree=
ment on all phases of the slavery question which
lasted throughout their lives. When in 1833 and 1840
Garrison went to England, he intrusted the editing
of the Lliberator in his absence to Johnson, and dur-
ing the summer of 1837 and 1838 Garrlson, because of
i1l health, turned his paper over to Johnson's cars.
In 1832 Johnson became one of the twelve founders of

the New England Anti«Slavery Soclety and in 1836, 1its



traveling agent. From that time forward he contimnuously
engaged in the workf of the anti-slavery crusade, lec-
turing under the ausplces of several of the numerous
antl-slavery socleties, writing, and uﬁiting- He was
Boston correspondent of the New York Tribune , 1848~

44, and assistant to Horace Greeley, 1844-48, In 1849
he became editor of the ﬁpti-slavary Bugle (Salem,

Masse), somewhat later of the Pennsylvania Freeman ,

from which in 1853 the Natlional Anti-Slavery Soclety

transferred him to the assoclate editorship of the
Hational Anti-Slavery Standard at New York. This

post he held until the end of the Civil War. He was
also sonnected with the Republican (Philadelphia), a
Free-Soll paper, and the Practical Christian (Milford,

Mass. [He served in an editorlial capacity with other
journals after the Civil War.] His wife died in June
1872, and on mg. 27, 1873, he married Jane Abbott,
daughter of John S. C. Abbott, by whom he had one
daughter. He died in Brooklyn, N. Y.

[He was the afithor of five booka, ineluding Wil-

liam Lloyd Garrison and His Times (1883), and The Abol~

itionists Vindlcated in a Review of Ell Thayer's Paper

on_the New England Emigrant A1d Soclety (1887). .+ o
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