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... we have a small favour to ask. Across the US and around the world, millions rely
on the Guardian for independent journalism that stands for truth and integrity. The
Guardian has no shareholders or billionaire owner to please, and we invest every
penny we earn back into our journalism. Readers chose to support us financially
more than 1.5 million times in 2020, joining existing supporters in 180 countries.

With your help, we will continue to provide high-impact reporting that can counter
misinformation and offer an authoritative, trustworthy source of news for everyone.
With no shareholders or billionaire owner, we set our own agenda and provide truth-
seeking journalism that’s free from commercial and political influence. When it’s
never mattered more, we can investigate and challenge without fear or favour.

Unlike many others, we have maintained our choice: to keep Guardian journalism

Evidence that today's birds are descended from dinosaurs came to light in the 19th
century, when remains of a 150m-year-old creature were recovered from a slab of
Bavarian limestone. Archaeopteryx (ancient wing), was hailed as the oldest known
bird, but is now recognised as an extraordinary link. It had the feathers, wings and the
wishbone of modern birds, plus a full set of teeth, a flat breastbone and a long, bony
tail. Only a handful of Archaeopteryx fossils have ever been found, and some scientists
argue bird-like dinosaurs appear too late in the fossil record to be true ancestors of
modern birds.

Anchiornis huxleyi predates Archaeopteryx by up to 10m years and has feathers on
forearms, tail, and – remarkably – feet. The remains suggest a four-winged bird might
have existed as dinosaurs made the transition. It was originally thought to be a
primitive bird, but a closer look reveals it belongs to a group of dinosaurs called
Troodontidae.
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open for all readers, regardless of where they live or what they can afford to pay. We
do this because we believe in information equality, where everyone deserves to read
accurate news and thoughtful analysis. Greater numbers of people are staying well-
informed on world events, and being inspired to take meaningful action.

We aim to offer readers a comprehensive, international perspective on critical events
shaping our world – from the Black Lives Matter movement, to the new American
administration, Brexit, and the world's slow emergence from a global pandemic. We
are committed to upholding our reputation for urgent, powerful reporting on the
climate emergency, and made the decision to reject advertising from fossil fuel

companies, divest from the oil and gas industries, and set a course to achieve net
zero emissions by 2030.

If there were ever a time to join us, it is now. Every contribution, however big or
small, powers our journalism and helps sustain our future. Support the Guardian
from as little as $1 – and it only takes a minute. Thank you.
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